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The Month 


Review 


BLOC continued use the Geneva 

tone, conciliatory instead con- 
versational instead ranting. The traditional lexi- 
con indiscriminate Communist attack was miss- 
ing, were the traditional grotesque effigies 
Western leaders and paranoid distortions West- 
ern policies. Overnight virtually all the cartoons 
“degenerate warmongering and “bestial Wehrmacht-allied generals” disap- 
peared both external and internal propaganda. Specific attacks against Western lead- 
ers skeptical present Soviet intentions continued. 


Although the Satellite regimes parrotted the Kremlin’s new line, their words and 
actions showed far less change than those their Soviet masters. The Bulgarian plane 
“accident,” the recent trials the deportations and those who 
have relatives the West from Budapest and the Austro-Hungarian border, the anti- 
kulak campaign Czechoslovakia, well the recently-announced retention Soviet 
troops Romania—all these were indications that, present, the main aim Soviet 
policy the Satellites was one consolidation rather than concession. 


Politically, Cominform-Yugoslav relations presented the most serious problem 
Satellite regimes, with the reluctance, perhaps inability, some them satisfy Tito’s 
demands. The Yugoslavs complained that there were still Soviet orbit leaders acting 
the Stalinist tradition rather than that the “new men” (Tito’s phrase) now the Krem- 
lin. The recently-resumed trade relations appeared have disappointed the Yugoslavs 
who complained that Czechoslovakia was treating Yugoslavia “economic colony,” 
source raw materials and market for manufactured goods, rather than country 
whose industrial potential increased. 


Hungary and Czechoslovakia were singled out Tito the countries most culpable, 
and Hungary’s First Secretary Rakosi was the first answer Tito’s Karlovac complaints 
with pious sentiments Hungarian-Yugoslav friendship. Just Khrushchev blamed the 
Soviet Union’s part the 1948 split the conveniently-dead Rakosi also 
blamed his conveniently-imprisoned police chief, Gabor Peter. Czechoslovakia responded 
with article the Cominform journal Vladimir Koucky, editor Rude Pravo, 
which the past was ignored, Czechoslovak-Yugoslav friendship and trade was applauded, 
and blame for current blemishes relations laid the door unnamed “handful 
bourgeois inveterate reactionaries.” explain the Czechoslovak people the im- 
provement relations, “vast political work” was promised. 


Romania announced that Soviet troops, stationed the country the official excuse 
that they were necessary ensure the security communications with Soviet troops 
Austria, will remain Romania despite the withdrawal from Austria. They will remain, 
was stated, consequence the Warsaw Treaty, “according which appropriate 
measures have been taken ensure the security the European democratic States.” Neces- 
sity for the Warsaw Treaty was, the standard propaganda line which even Geneva has 
not altered, blamed “military groupings the numerous foreign military bases 
and the remilitarization Western Germany.” 


Romania 
| 


Harvest was progress and first reports indicated that generally good crop was 
being threatened unfavorable weather. Czechoslovakia particularly, well Ro- 
mania, Hungary, and lesser degree Poland, extremely heavy rains and late ripen- 
ing made harvest slow and difficult and threatened partial loss the grain crop. the 
USSR, Great Russia and the Ukraine reported excellent crop, but accounts from Cen- 
tral Asia indicated that the grandiose “virgin lands” scheme had suffered badly from 
year drought. 


Half year and second quarter Plan reports were issued. They indicated that Hun- 
garian industrial production goals for the first half the year were very little, any, 
higher than last year, and that the planned six per cent production increase, 
attained, must come entirely the second half. Poland and Bulgaria reported that 
they had achieved their modest planned production increases. Romania seems have 
ambitious increase projected, and claimed general fulfillment the Plan. Czechoslo- 
vakia issued report claiming blanket increase all ministries, but without any statis- 
tics; was not much Plan report (even the Communist tradition regime- 


trained statistics) evasion. This may indicate economic difficulties some scope 
and seriousness. 


Strong indications were given that the renewed Czechoslovak collection campaign 
include greatly intensified pressure against Whether “kulaks” will defined 
peasants with larger landholdings, any peasants resisting collectivization, was 
unclear. seems plain, however, that collectivization pushed rigorous admin- 
istrative measures, including confiscation some privately-owned farms. 
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typical private plot. 


Household Plots 


years, the Soviets have attempted eliminate 
“private elements” agriculture, and for forty years they 
have failed. Ideally, the whole rural sector should made 
State farms, with peasants working State employees 
and surrendering all their produce the State. Actually, 
however, the preponderant form agricultural organiza- 
tion the Soviet Union still that the farmers’ collec- 


Ogonek (Moscow), June 1955 


time will come when all the collective farmers’ needs 
—public and individual, material and cultural—will met 
entirely public production. That when the agricultural 
artel will tranformed into the commune, the highest form 
the collective farm movement.” 


Bolshevik (Moscow), December 1951 


tive kolkhoz, and the Satellites, where collectivization 
far less advanced, private farming persists large 
scale. Not only have the Communists thus far failed 
realize their long range goal, but occasionally they have been 
forced adopt policies direct opposition it. The post- 
Stalin era, for instance, witnessed large-scale concessions 
private enterprise the Satellite area: collectives were 
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Title: “In some kolkhozes collective livestock breeding poorly 
developed, but the kolkhoz members breed three four 
fattened pigs their private plots.” 


Caption: “Kolkhoz pigs: there’s our caretaker with his 
private 


Chlopska Droga (Warsaw), February 14-20, 1955 


dissolved, economic incentives were given individual 
farmers, and free market activities were expanded. With 
farm production all-time low, Stalin’s successors were 
forced backtrack and the peasantry extricate 
themselves from serious agricultural dilemma. 

the USSR, opposition the countryside has plagued 
the regime for years, and Stalin’s inability abolish the 
free market and introduce agricultural system based ex- 
clusively State farms—an aim the dictator never aban- 
doned—kept open outlets for peasant resistance. Thus, de- 
spite regime vigilance and reprisals whenever possible, the 
collectivized farmer sells his goods the high-priced free 
market rather than the State: not only conceals kolk- 
hoz produce for this purpose, but also expands his house- 
hold plot—the kolkhoz family’s small, private holding—to 
size far beyond legal limits. 

Household plot encroachments the collectivized area 
have persistently endangered kolkhoz output, and the re- 
gime has been forced periodically quash the “petty- 
capitalist tendencies” kolkhozniks. December 1951, 
for example, Bolshevik complained that “Where 
Bolshevik management collective farms lacking, petty- 
bourgeois tendencies revive and collective farm statutes are 
violated. Party organizations must concern themselves 


with all the details collective farm life, must know how 
and where private establishments collective farmers are 
developing, and must not allow them become more than 
auxiliary.” The fact that household plots had become more 
than auxiliary was noted again 1954, when over-concen- 
tration household plot production had led “state 
affairs which kolkhozniks, after working minimum 
number work days, take further part the com- 
munal The same tendency cultivate the private 
plot the expense kolkhoz production has been ap- 
parent the Satellites, and the Communists’ lack success 
dealing with this situation significant symptom 
their general weakness the countryside. 

The regimes have had permit the development 
household plots for both and practical reasons. 
The plots are composed odd pieces land around the 
collectivized family’s and make use soil which 
could not tilled effectively large-scale farming meth- 
ods. Further, they provide wider variety produce than 
could conveniently raised the kolkhoz distributed 
the State, and function major source rural sup- 
ply: growing food for themselves and exchanging and 
marketing the surplus produce from their plots, collective 
farmers perform task which, taken over the govern- 
ment, would necessitate large-scale investments and com- 
plicated changes the rural distribution network. That 
private plots make more food available for the State was 
indirectly noted Rude Pravo (Prague), January 1955: 

“The collectives also profit from the private plots 
their members. The members not receive either milk 
meat, fodder eggs, butter and other produce from the 
collectives, which can deliver more the mar- 
ket. More can sold, more can earned, and more 
funds can available for distribution.” 


Household plots also perform important role the 
peasant economy, since they give the collectivized farmer 
sure income. Not only can feed himself, but can 
dispose his surplus produce the high-priced free mar- 
ket wherever else chooses without State interference. 
such, the private plots can considered concessions 
the peasants’ “bourgeois mentality”: while the State farmer 
has presumably been firmly convinced the superiority 
communal work, the kolkhoz farmer theoretically 
collectivization needs area which autonomous. 
Both these aspects—the economic and the psychological— 
have been acknowledged part the Communist regimes. 
Rude Pravo (Prague), January 1955, stated that: “The 
important point that our farmers want own land where 
they can grow whatever they want, whatever they need for 
their Hungarian Minister Agriculture 
Ferenc Erdei went one step further, when stated (Szabad 
Nep October 28, 1954): “The peasant feels 
home the kolkhoz has household farm which 
satisfies his most immediate needs and, together with the 
income from common property, assures him certain pros- 
perity.” 


Sotsialisticheskoe Selskoe (Moscow), 1954, No. 
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While the Communists want the peasants “feel 
home the kolkhoz,” they realize that undue emphasis 
the household plot would threaten the collective economy. 
They therefore insist officially that the peasant’s main source 
income derived from his work the collective and 
that the household plot constitutes sideline activity—a 
supplement kolkhoz farming, accounting for only mini- 
mal part the family income. The legal regulations 
the size household plots, which range 0.2 hectares for 
intensive farming areas Bulgaria 1.0 Poland gen- 
erally, seem designed prevent the plot from contributing 
more than small share the family earnings.* Czecho- 
slovakia, this share amounts only percent the 
family income kind, (and presumably even less 
according Nova Mysl (Prague), Nov. 1955. Other re- 
ports show, however, that the peasant’s income from his 
private plot actually accounts for much larger percentage 
his total earnings, and despite the above regulations and 
comments, clear that the Communists have not been 
able prevent the kolkhoznik from becoming large 
extent financially independent the collective. 

What the Communists not admit that family earn- 
ings from work the kolkhoz are usually low and un- 
certain. The State buys large part the collective 
produce low State prices, and profits are distributed 
kolkhozniks only after money and reserves have been set 
aside for investments, MTS payments and other priorities. 
Further, State control the “Socialized” sector has dis- 
tinct disadvantages for the individual kolkhoz member. 
production the kolkhoz low, the farmer receives almost 
nothing for his labor matter how many hours has 
put in. The same true even production the kolkhoz 
high, since the State can arbitrarily increase its share 
profits make for deficits other kolkhozes where 
production inadequate, simply balance the State 


April 1953, statutory limitations the size household 
plots hectares were: 0.2-0.5 Bulgaria, 0.5 Czechoslovakia 
and Romania, 0.4 Hungary and 1.0 Poland. April 1955, 
Hungarian household plots could 0.6 hectares, while Romanian 
plots were limited 0.3. 


tell that you feed him only the backyard plot!” 
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Dikobraz June 1955 


budget. view these conditions, the peasant finds culti- 
vation his private plot steadier and more profitable 
source income. 

analysis the comparative earnings from collective 
and private plot production which appeared Nowe Drogi 
(Warsaw), November 1954, corroborates this thesis. The 
article showed that the Polish kolkhoz peasant put 
average 175 work days vear the common fields. and 
that sample peasant family spending 375 work days 
the kolkhoz 1953 received 18.21 quintals grain and 
996 zlotys income. Since quintal grain worth about 
200 zlotys, would appear that the total family income 
cash for communal work was the same 
time, the family earned 7.268 from work their 
household plot. Nowe Drogi attempted prove that the 
family increased the number work days the collec- 
tive maximum 499 year, their total income from 
the kolkhoz would amount 12,500 Assuming that 
private plot production would not decrease, 
would still account for substantial percentage the family 
earnings. 

Other statistics published Wies Liczbach (Warsaw) 
1954, showed that the earnings from private plots were 
least equivalent those from the kolkhoz. The book re- 
vealed that kolkhoz peasant who put 303 work days 
the collective, and his wife, who put work days, 
received the following yearly income: 7.76 quintals 
wheat, 13.9 quintals rye, 11.64 quintals barley and 
15.52 quintals hay. addition, they received 7,500 
zlotys cash and 1.9 quintals sugar purchasable low 
State prices. From the produce they received, they sold ten 
quintals grain and kilos sugar which brought them 
additional 2,450 zlotys. Their total cash earnings from 
the kolkhoz were thus 9,950 

addition this, the family earned almost equal 
sum from their private plot—9,000 cash. The plot 
quintals beetroot, 100 quintals potatoes 
and contained two cows, one calf, five pigs and two chick- 
ens. The family sold 12.4 quintals potatoes, the calf, 
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Statutory Limits Household Plot Livestock* 


Cows Goats Sheep 


Bulgaria 


pigs fat- 
ten accord- 
ing fam- 
ily needs 


four pigs and some eggs. clear that the family’s earn- 
ings were considerably increased from their private plot 
production, and likely that their actual private plot 
earnings were even higher than admitted Wies Licz- 
bach. 

While the Communists have attempted prevent private 
plots from “becoming more than auxiliary” limiting their 
size and exacting compulsory deliveries the plots’ pro- 
duce, specific weaknesses the collectivized sector have not 
enabled them carry out their policy consistently.** Regu- 
lations household livestock, for instance, are far more 
lenient than those applying the size the plot, and the 
maximum animal holdings permitted appear sufficient 
satisfy all the family’s needs, and the same time pro- 
vide them with surplus for sale. Communist failures 
collective livestock breeding have become increasingly ap- 
parent, and concessions private farmers and household 
plot owners this regard are indicative regime 
culties. Not only are household plots especially well-adapted 
animal breeding, but peasants evidently have shown great 
concern for their own animals and little for those belonging 
the kolkhoz. Polish regulations household livestock 
are the most lenient the area and the peasants’ independ- 
ence the collective animal products 
striking. all parts the orbit, however, Communist 
control animal breeding far less than the regimes 
would desire. 


Violations 


While evidence statute violations relatively recent 
origin Hungary, the situation there seems the worst 
the area. The trouble probably stems partly from the fact 
that Hungary had the most extensive New Course policy, 
and late 1953 encouraged household plot production— 


*Compiled from the collective farm statutes the respective 
countries. 

Prior Stalin’s death the delivery obligations for private plots 
were comparable those for private farms under one hectare. 
Romania and Czechoslovakia, plots were exempt from all deliv- 
eries. After the New Course, change was introduced these 
two countries. Bulgaria, the private plot was favored slightly 
over the private farm comparable size; Hungary, the New 
Course brought even greater change—plots were exempted from 
everything but minor quota three kg. poultry and eggs per 
plot per annum. Poland, however, while few quotas were 
changed kolkhoz deliveries was stated that the general ex- 
emption announced for holdings under one hectare applied only 
private farms and that household plots remained subject 
delivery obligations because they were not the sole source their 
owners’ income. 


increasing the size plots and granting liberal livestock 
credits cowless plot owners. result regime con- 
cessions, many peasants took the opportunity expand 
their holdings into small size farms and local Party officials 
permitted them either because they were uncertain 
about Party policy because they felt that this was the 
only alternative complete dissolution the kolkhoz. 
fact was, however, that many kolkhozes which were not dis- 
banded, disintegrated because the peasant’s reversion 
private farming within the “Socialized” sector. May 25, 
1954, then Deputy Premier Andras Hegedus was forced 
state that household farming had increased the detriment 
collective farming, and that, put stop this prac- 
tice, legal regulations would firmly enforced: “Oversized 
plots,” said, “must required pay crop deliveries and 
taxes they were independent farms.” 

Despite Hegedus’ warning, conditions did not improve, 
and October Minister Agriculture Ferenc Erdei de- 
cried household plots, claiming that 
they had been enlarged much three cadastral acres, 
three times the legal size. Erdei cited numerous instances 
malpractice, noting that peasants kept many more 
animals than prescribed law, used kolkhoz equipment 
and fodder for maintenance their personal plots, and 
raised food not only for their own needs but extensively 
for sale: 


“This summer kolkhoz members who 
owned not one but two even three cows, the products 
which kept the household farm going. The attitude 
these members was that they actually lived off their farms 
and that their work the common fields was just side- 
line, which they had perform because their member- 
ship the have also met kolkhoz members 
who, addition the one two piglets stipulated under 
the statutes, owned three four and boasted how well 
they sold these. There were other cases which the mem- 
ber, addition the one acre under the statutes, took 


The Kulak 


“Where your husband, Mrs. Fat?”— 


“He’s doing Spring work he’s trying dissuade farmers 
from sowing. Ludas Matyi (Budapest), April 14, 1955 
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over 2-3 acres reserve land, forming handsome small- 
scale farm. Another even more flagrant example the case 
farmer who had many head sheep his house- 
hold plot that had rent special pasture and hire 

shepherd. 

“According the statutes the household farms must 
completely separate from the common land. Yet this 
not the case most kolkhozes. The farmers have their 
own corn plowed the MTS, and the machines the 
the machine station take care the necessary 
work the household farm for which the member does 
not even pay compensation. Also, the household corn 
usually hoed better than the common property. Con- 

above-mentioned examples prove that today kolk- 
members work much more their 
the common fields, and that their own plots 
they produce not only cover their own needs but also 
for sale. Such attitude endangers the development 
the kolkhoz and means that the farmer relies for his 
existence more his personal farm than collective 
efforts. This not only against the interest the kolkhoz 
hut also against the individual interests members, be- 
cause they deny themselves the advantages collective 
farming, the higher yield produced the machines 
large-scale farming.” 


(Szabad Nep October 28, 1954) 


1955 the complaints continued, and such top Hun- 
garian leaders Politburo member Antal Apro commented 
that certain places the view became accepted that one 
may member kolkhoz and simultaneously keep his 
private farm” (Szabad Nep, March 19); Lajos Acs de- 
manded elimination excesses household plots (Szabad 
Nep, March 26), and Ferenc Erdei stated May that 
some 25,000 acres more land was kolkhoz private plots 
than permitted under the bylaws, that share-cropping had 
become rampant and that “in several kolkhozes they have 
gone off the wrong direction and are engaged free 
market speculations. The fact that various class-alien specu- 
lators have infiltrated the kolkhozes has greatly contributed 
the spreading this May 10, the Council 
Ministers passed resolution eliminate anti-kolkhoz 
activities, and was clear that every effort would made 
enforce regulations household plots and away 
with situation whereby kolkhoz members visited the col- 
lective farm only when they had borrow team horses 
for their private plot (Dunantuli Naplo Febru- 
ary 20). 

With the apparent exception Romania, the Hungarian 
situation paralleled the other Satellites varying de- 
grees. Household plot troubles were recorded Poland early 
1953. Trybuna Ludu February that year de- 
clared: are numerous instances overt violations 
the statute keeping oversized pieces land. similar 
iolerant attitude can observed towards unlawful num- 
bers livestock kept collective farm members. Although 
resolution was passed remedy conditions, Nowe Drogi 

Warsaw), June 1954, reported that there were numerous 
plots ranging from one five hectares size, and Chlopska 
Droga (Warsaw), January 3-9, 1955, complained that kolk- 
hoz members tilled their land illegally instead working 
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“This how interpreted his ‘Socialist’ pledge get daily 
weight increase 700 grams.” 


Dikobraz (Prague), May 19, 1955 


the collective and had household plots exceeding the area 
land they had before becoming kolkhoz members. The 
periodical also complained about livestock excesses and said 
that members were preoccupied with private breeding 
that they failed work the collective. one collec- 
tive] members only ten participate communal 
work.” Since well-stocked plot five hectares officially 
middle-sized farm and since 61.3 percent the Polish 
land holdings did not exceed this size 1949, obvious 
that kolkhoz members have, many instances, used the 
collective extend their private property. 

Czechoslovakia, oversized plots have also plagued the 
regime for some time. The problem was discussed prior 
the adoption the February 1953 Model Statutes for col- 
lectives and the June 1953 Slovak Party Congress. Two 
years later, Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), February 1955, 
indicated that little improvement had been registered: “We 
know what hampers our work. When drafted the Three 
Year Plan were faced the old, unsolved problem 
oversized plots.” Although instances violations usually 
refer specific cases, the problem seems generally 
widespread. The following complaint about the Opatovice 
collective, issued Zemedelske Noviny, January 1955, 
undoubtedly applies many other kolkhozes well: 


“It was proved that rude violation statutes Opato- 
vice [Pardubice District] the members and the benevo- 
lent attitude the administration has resulted low col- 
lective farm production. Only this could bring about the 
difference milk yields: 831 liters from kolkhoz cows, 
2,614 liters from private plot cows.” 
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Bulgaria private plot troubles appear less acute 
than elsewhere the region. far, few reports have been 
published the violation legal limits—which the 
major offense Hungary—but, the other hand, the 
tendency give priority private plot production has been 
noted frequently recent months. The February 19, 1955 
issue Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), for instance, contained 
the following collective farm president Plovdiv 
County: “For our members, work their household plots 
comes before collective farm work. They did not pick 
the kolkhoz tomatoes and instead picked their own. 
great quantity the kolkhoz tomatoes became overripe and 
could not exported.” 

Reports the leniency and connivance local officials 
with regard household plot violations provide further 
insight into Communist weakness the countryside. ex- 
plaining the growth oversized plots, the Satellite press 
has expressed concern about official “misinterpretations” 
Party policy either its broad outlines its specific in- 
tentions. Poland, Trybuna Wolnosci January 
5-11, 1955, claimed that many places eyes were closed 
violations because “misguided concern for develop- 
ment the kolkhoz that order 
woo peasants into collectives and prevent collectives 
from collapsing, local officials were forced succumb 
peasant pressure for land and often permitted them ac- 
quire larger plots than they had prior their entry into 


the kolkhoz: 


The following chart shows that the household plots were 
supporting two-thirds the Polish livestock the collec- 
tivized sector. Since Polish livestock limitations are the most 
liberal the area, the chart not typical, but reflects the ex- 
treme degree regime dependence household plot live- 
stock. emphasizing the plot’s high livestock productivity, 
however, the chart probably reflects areawide conditions. 


Livestock Holdings in.the Collective Sector 
Poland* 


Percent 


1951 1952 


1950 


Cattle 

100.0 
29.0 
71.0 


Total 
Collective 
Household Plots 


100.0 
18.9 


100.0 
$2.7 
67.3 

Pigs 
100.0 


24.2 
75.8 


Total 
Collective 
Household Plots 


100.0 
29.6 


70.4 


Sheep 


Total 100.0 
Collective 24.5 
Household Plots 75.5 


100.0 
33.2 
66.8 


Ekonomista (Warsaw) III, 1953. 


Household plot fishing collective farm member. 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), June 1955 


“For example, that private plots grew acre after acre 
the expense the collective land size which did 
not conform the regulations was tolerated. One one, 
the number livestock grew above those anticipated the 
statute. the private plots grew, the time which the col- 
lective members could devote collective farming de- 
creased, and the desire for communal work died out. The 
members began see their chief source income not 
communal farming, but the harvest from their bloated 
plots.” 


Hungarian interpretations official tolerance indicated 
even more serious defection from Party line. Confusion 
the Nagy period among local administrative officials and 
the extent peasant opposition collectivization was im- 
plied the following excerpt from Szabad Nep 
March 19, 1955: perspicacity our council members 
was veiled hostile agitation, which claimed that the so- 
cialist reorganization agriculture had been postponed. 
certain places the view became accepted that one may 
member kolkhoz and simultaneously keep his private 
Szabad Nep, March 12, described yet another aspect 
Party weakness: “The Communists the Red Star 
kolkhoz Gyorsovenyhaza did not fight excesses; the 
contrary, they themselves had more land and livestock than 
called for the statutes.” 

The implications laxity and incorrect ideology were 
summed Dunantuli Naplo (Pecs) February 20, 
1955, editorial describing the activities hostile ele- 
ments within the collectivized sector. Claiming that the 
class struggle “against the influence inimical 
must fought the bitter end,” the newspaper queried: 
“What happens neglect it?” 

“The inevitable consequence will inimical views 
breaking into the collectives and having destructive effects. 
The former collective Kistotfalu good example 
this. The unity the collective was first dissolved 
letting honest workers opposed those who sought 
their happiness household farming. The unhoed and un- 
cultivated field ruined the prestige the 
Besides, the oversized houshold plots were exempted from 
deliveries and taxation, which means cheating the State. 
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The collective Kistotfalu constantly postponed settle- 
ment the household plot problem, and finally the col- 
lective fell pieces.” 


Patterns 


fact that household plot troubles have reached criti- 
cal proportions Hungary the instability the 
collectivized farm sector the orbit. The farm con- 
cessions granted the Nagy government 1953 created 
reaction among the peasant population which could not 
controlled, and led indirectly great disorganization 
the collectivized sector: this movement took the form 
outright dissolution kolkhozes informal dissolution— 
that is, reversion private farming within the “Socialized” 
The New Course policies the other Iron Curtain 
countries were less fewer concessions were 
granted farmers, and the regimes, particularly Ro- 
mania and Bulgaria, managed retain tighter control over 
farm output. Reports indicate, however, that Eastern Euro- 
pean peasants expand their plots whenever possible the 
expense the collective economy. 

The Hungarian household plot crisis significant view 
the government’s apparently limited means control- 
ling the situation. One solution present difficulties would 
increase the peasant’s financial rewards for collective 
work, since measures taken since 1953 evidently have given 
him insufficient material and psychological incentive de- 
vote himself primarily kolkhoz farming. Some measures 
this direction have already been taken Hungary, (See 
NBIC, July 1955, 53) where kolkhoz statutes have been 


the spring, the kulak loads his 
cart with many bags fertilizer 
from the “Production Cooperative.” 


Kulak—In Spring and Fall 


Kuiak wiosna jesienia 


“When does work the collective farm’s land?”— 
“Only when has nothing his own.” 


Spoldzielnia Produkcyjna (Warsaw), October 1954 


changed urge managements distribute per- 
cent their profits the membership. There was previ- 
ously lower limit distributions but practice was 
generally well below percent. Continuing this course 
action, and increasing the distribution profits, however, 
would require the regime sacrifice increasing share 
the collective output; result, the Communists probably 
would unable maintain the desired rate industrial 
investment and would have scale down their plans for 
that sector; there has been indication that such policy 
will adopted. 


rys. Derwich 


the fall, returns his bag 
grain. 


Glos Wielkopolski Nr. 90, April 16, 1955 
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Soviet Trade 


Offensive: 


Balkans and 
Near East 


This the second article East-West trade, which 
part series the foreign-trade pattern 
the Soviet orbit. The following analysis Com- 
munist trade policy throws light both foreign 
and domestic policies the Soviet bloc countries.* 


the cold war began, the West has tried 
strengthen its position the Balkans and Near East 
series military alliances. The Soviet bloc, the other 
hand, has persistently sought keep the area weak, con- 
stant ferment, and detached from the West. While the Free 
World has made open diplomatic agreements, the Soviet 
Union and the Satellites have been quietly furthering their 
cause with series trade agreements which, recent 
months, have made these countries,increasingly economically 
dependent upon the bloc. This trade program has served 
the basis intensive propaganda drive contrasting alleged 
“peaceful” Communist intentions with Western “aggressive” 
plans; has also been used the present Soviet cam- 
paign calling for “neutralized” belt nations along the 
periphery their Empire. 

With the exception Iran, the bloc’s program seems 
geared mainly those countries the area which 
not export oil, and the general pattern that 
exchange Soviet bloc petroleum and industrial equip- 
ment for agricultural raw materials. Supplies crude raw 
minerals, such phosphates, bauxite, pyrites, and iron and 
manganese ores, are also being shipped from the area, and 
prospects are for increase the near future the ex- 
port these minerals the Soviet bloc. 

number circumstances have facilitated Soviet eco- 
nomic penetration the Near East, among which are the 


All trade statistics this article are derived from official 
Western sources, the United Nations, and the U.S. Department 
Commerce. 


“The ordinary match has number defects which are not found 
the impregnated Bulgarian safety match. The latter subjected 
special chemical treatment neutralizing the kindling property 
the wood, while the phosphoric mixture prepared such 
way that particles jump off during lighting. The heated im- 
pregnated match goes out immediately without smoldering; even 
carelessly discarded, can cause burns fire. The match tip 
prepared accordance with the climate Bulgaria. For export 
matches the phosphoric mixture formula adjusted the climate 
the purchasing country. The two brands Bulgarian matches 
best known abroad are COCK and PALM. Made soft wood, 
usually Canadian trembling poplar, the sticks are long 
and have cross section 2.1 2.1; the match tips have size 
3.5 and are brown color. Bulgarian standard safety matches 
come boxes, containing matches each. Other sizes, 
holding from matches, can supplied the request 
importers. The sticks and tips can supplied various colors 
ordered. The match boxes are coated both sides with phos- 
mixture proportions sufficient light twice the number 
matches contained them. The standard packing most con- 
venient for overland and sea transport and protects the matches 
from damages. The boxes are packed the dozen and the dozens 
the gross; the latter, turn, are placed cardboard boxes. 
The matches are shipped firm pinewood crates, insulated the 
inside with humidity-proof wax paper and each holding gross. 
Supplier Bulgarian safety matches: Raznoiznos, Sofia.” 


Bulgarian Foreign Trade (Sofia), March 15, 1955 


bloc’s willingness purchase commodities not general 
demand the world market, its readiness pay higher 
prices, and its ability supply goods and equipment 
available the past only for hard currencies. Further- 
more, factors which limit trade with the industrialized West 
not apply these countries, that, for instance, poor 
quality consumer goods such textiles, for which there 
demand Europe, can sold the Near East. 
Some industrial equipment can also easily sold the 
area despite Western competition because the tie-in 
nature many the agreements, the lack hard cur- 
rency and Soviet willingness buy agricultural surpluses. 
This article will cover the present status Soviet bloc 
trade throughout the Near East and areas adjacent it, 
from Yugoslavia Afghanistan. More specifically, will 
touch upon the nature, content and significance Com- 
munist trade agreements with the eight countries this 
region which have trade relations with the Soviet bloc. 
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Afghanistan 


substantial amount Afghanistan’s trade with the 
Soviet bloc, though exactly how much can only esti- 
because the country publishes trade statistics. The 
principal reason for Afghanistan’s intimate trade relations 
vith the bloc geographical—her close proximity the 
USSR and her land-locked isolation from the rest the 
World. Moreover, relations between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan remain tense, Afghanistan’s trade with the USSR 
and other Soviet bloc countries likely grow appreciably. 
the early part May 1955, the Afghanis closed 
their consulates and two commercial missions 
Pakistan and recalled their Minister. Before leaving, the 
Minister was quoted having said that Pakistan closed 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan frontier, his country would turn 
the Soviet Union solve her import problem, since 
most the merchandise imported from Europe and the 
States now crosses this frontier. The relationship was 
cemented June with five-year Soviet-Afghan agree- 
ment for “free transit goods” through each other’s terri- 
tory. 

August 22, 1954, economic agreements between 
Afghanistan and Czechoslovakia exchange goods, 
payments for the current year, and credit were signed 
Kabul. Under the trade agreement, which run for 
four years, Afghanistan supply Czechoslovakia with 
cotton, wool, dried fruit, oil seeds, etc., return for Czecho- 
slovak manufactured goods, agricultural machinery, road 
building machinery, and other goods. The credit agree- 
ment provides for the extension million, eight-year 
loan Afghanistan. Interest stipulated three percent 
per annum. Payments, made Afghan goods, are 
not begin until 1957. $1.5 million the total 
utilized for purchase equipment for new cement 
plant, while the balance used for buying equipment 
for cotton textile mill and leather processing factory. 

new trade agreement between Afghanistan and the 
USSR was signed November 29, 1954. the pre- 
vious agreements, Afghanistan agreed export wool, cot- 
ton,* raw hides, dried fruit, and oil seeds, exchange 
for Soviet metals, sugar, cotton 
textiles, chemicals, automotive vehicles, cement and indus- 
trial equipment. This agreement succeeds basic agree- 
ment signed July 1950, amended November 1952 and 
December 1953. The November 1952 protocol called for 
3,000 ton increase the USSR’s sugar exports ex- 
change for 4,000 ton increase Afghanistan’s cotton 
exports. The December 1953 protocol provided for 
percent increase the value trade between the two 
countries. According December 25, 1953 Radio Mos- 
cow broadcast, percent Afghanistan’s trade turnover 


Afghanistan’s exports cotton the USSR increased from 
2,100 tons 1950/51 7,700 tons 1952/53. 

June 1954 New York Times report indicated that the 
Soviet and Afghan governments were negotiating for the laying 
pipeline supply Soviet gas Afghanistan. This pipeline 
being laid between Mazare Sharif and Kilif. Further reports indi- 
cate that the Russians are also assisting the construction oil 
storage tanks, one 500,000 gallon capacity Kabul and smaller 
ones Herat, Mazare Sharif, and Kilif. 


was with the USSR. Afghanistan’s total trade during the 
1952/53 fiscal year amounted $75.5 million.* This 
would mean that Afghanistan’s trade with the USSR alone 
during this period was approximately $19 million. 

the past year, the USSR has extended several credits 
Afghanistan for the purchase technical equipment 
and for the construction industrial facilities. January 
27, 1954, agreement was signed Kabul providing for 
$3.5 million, five-year loan for the construction grain 
elevators and flour mills. The stipulated rate interest 
was 3.5% per annum. Two huge silos with 
wheat capacity and flour mills with 60-ten 
milling capacity will built, and the Soviet Union agreed 
supply technicians help the construction. return, 
Afghanistan agreed export cotton, wool, and caracul 
the USSR. October 10, 1954, Moscow report indicated 
that the USSR had also extended million credit 
Afghanistan purchase road-building equipment for the 
Public Works Department the Kabul municipality. 

May 21, 1955, Tass (Moscow) revealed that the 
Soviets had recently delivered asphalt 
mixing plant Afghanistan. The plant, assembled under 
the guidance Soviet specialists, went into operation 
Kabul May 19; its equipment part the million 
worth road-building equipment promised last vear. 


Egypt 

all the Arab countries Egypt has done most expand 
trade with the Soviet bloc. This policy has been dictated 
both political and economic considerations, among them 
the desire liquidate the last vestiges colonialism (with 
minimal dependence upon Britain), the attempt solve 
the Palestine question Egypt’s satisfaction (with Soviet 
diplomatic help) and, perhaps most important all, the 
necessity find market for cotton, Egypt’s principal ex- 
port crop. search such markets, Egyptian trade 
delegation travelled extensively through the Soviet orbit 
from December 1953 March 1954. The mission was 
apparently successful since statistics indicate that marked 
increase trade contemplated for 1955, and three the 
Satellites—Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and East Germany— 
have set industrial exhibits Cairo promote their 
products; Bulgarian one also planned. 

About percent Egypt’s total export value 
cotton, that fluctuations the cotton market are 
tremendous importance the country. present, Egypt’s 
position appears critical partly because has 
compete with the world markets 
now has dispose larger crop—1,598,000 bales com- 
pared with 1,461,000 last year. Consequently, Egypt 
trying its best reach barter agreements with the Soviet 
bloc. far, far the largest amount being 
shipment 100,000, 500-pound bales Communist 
China. According April report from nego- 


Economic Survey Asia and the Far East 1954 
February 1955. Sum converted 1952/53 official exchange rate. 
23.0 afghanis $1. Free market rate substantially lower. approxi- 
mately 38.0 afghanis $1. Accurate conversion difficult. owing 
multiple exchange rates. 


Balkan and Near East Trade With the Soviet Bloc Europe’ 


Exports Imports 
1952 1953 1954 1952 1953 
64.0 37.8 44.9 45.6 38.0 26.2 
1.6 0.9 1.1 3.9 3.4 4.1 


Sources for all tables Direction International Trade, UN, Projected basis first nine months. 
(New York): Dept. Commerce Tables East-West trade. 
not available. Charts all millions $US. Excludes Afghanistan. 


Iran-China figure includes Formosa, while Iraq figure for 
1953 includes Hong Kong, Korea and Formosa. 


Also excludes Jordan. 


tiations for such agreement were then under way. The 
importance the deal can seen from the fact that, 
according the Department Agriculture’s Foreign 
Crops and Markets, total cotton export 
bloc countries for the vear beginning August 
amounted (500-pound) bales (16.3 percent 
total cotton export volume) and was more than 
600 bales (or 9.6 percent the total) the corresponding 
1953-54 period. The latest information actual cotton 
export Communist countries covered the first three 
months 1954-55, amounting 33,100 bales per- 
cent total cotton exports. 


ment. June report indicated that the visiting Czecho- 
slovak Trade Mission proposed supply Egypt with equip- 
ment and assistance for setting two plants, for shoes 
and for rubber. The proposal currently under study. 


The most recent Egyptian-East German trade agree- 
ment was signed March 1953, valid until May 
1955, and provided for the mutual exchange $11.2 
million worth goods. There was some talk last year 
about expanding the value exchange between the two 
countries, but definite information was released 
whether this goal was accomplished. Egypt was export 
cotton, manganese ore, phosphates, and foodstuffs, for East 
German chemical products, automotive vehicles, optical 
and precision instruments, agricultural machinery, business 
machines, machine tools, and machinery and equipment for 
the textile, chemical, and polygraphic industries. June 25, 
1955 Cairo report stated that Hungary offered exchange 


May 1955, Cairo revealed that the government 
had concluded agreement with the National Bank for 
guarantees limited $28.7 million, the value cotton 
exported Eastern Eurepe within the framework 
existing trade agreements. Although Egypt’s overall trade 
with the Soviet bloc declined slightly the past year, ex- heavy industrial products for 20,000 bales cotton. 
ports increased somewhat—from $48.2 million 12.2 per- March 31, 1955, new trade agreement was signed 
cent total exports 1953 $56.3 million 14.1 per- with Poland, valid until March 31, 1956, calling for 
cent 1954. Imports decreased from $38.6 million (7.7 
percent total imports) 1953 $26.9 million (5.9 
percent the total) 1954. 


Egyptian exports iron and manganese ore, pyrites, lead, 
barium, phosphates, leather, cotton, flax, and dried and 
citrus fruits, return for Polish machinery and industrial 


May 30, 1955, the Czechoslovak commercial attache installations, coal, railway rolling stock, tractors, bicycles, 
proposed the Egyptian Minister Trade and Industry automotive vehicles and replacement parts, rolled metals, 
that exchange effected certain Egyptian commodi- metal manufactures, chemicals, dyes and paints, glass, 
ties for Czechoslovak automotive vehicles, and the proposal some agricultural foodstuffs, cement, nails, and 
currently under Czechoslovak trade and coal electrodes. 


delegation arrived Egypt June and held talks 
the renewal the trade agreement between the two coun- 
tries. far known, the last agreement was signed 
October 24, 1951, valid for one year, with automatic 
renewal. According June report from Cairo, the 
Czechoslovak trade delegation showed readiness 
chase more than $5.7 million worth Egyptian cotton 
and return offered Czechoslovak machinery and equip- 


January 18, 1954, trade and payments agreement 
between Egypt and Romania was signed. This agreement, 
valid for one year and automatically renewable for 
additional year, provided for Egyptian exports cotton, 
cotton yarn and textiles, phosphates, flax, manganese ore, 
and vegetables, return for Romanian livestock, meat, 
fruit, petroleum products, chemical products, dyes, glass, 
and wood and wood products. 
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tripartite barter agreement between Egypt, 
and the USSR was signed March 1954. The amount 
goods exchanged was placed about $8.65 million. 
USSR Romania agreed deliver 350,000 tons 
petroleum products prices below the world market 
and buy Egyptian cotton the free market with the 
proceeds. Reports received from Cairo the quality 
the kerosene delivered under this agreement indicate that 
the standard early shipments was poor that they had 
reprocessed order make them usable, and 
excess the 15% “saving.” 

Despite the difficulties, similar tripartite agreement 
was concluded this year. Signed April 28, 1955, pro- 
vided for the exchange approximately million worth 
goods. The USSR agreed deliver about $5.75 million 
vorth petroleum products (including 150,000 tons 
kerosene and 100,000 tons crude oil), while Romania 
agreed deliver about $3.2 million worth.* exchange, 
Egypt agreed deliver 14,000 bales cotton ($4,900,000) 
and cotton yarn ($870,000) the USSR. The amount 
cotton delivered Romania under this agreement 
was not stated. 

Egypt and the USSR also have regular trade agree- 
ment currently operation. This agreement, signed 
Cairo March 27, 1954, valid for one year, was renewed 
for subsequent year May 12, 1955. Egypt pledged 
deliver rice, cotton textiles, and hides and leather prod- 
ucts, exchange for Soviet grain, petroleum, lumber, 
agricultural machinery, tractors, automotive vehicles, and 
medical supplies. 


Greece 


Greek trade with the Soviet bloc increased considerably 
last year, particularly with respect imports. Thus, while 
exports rose from $8.3 million 6.3 percent total ex- 
ports 1953 $10.8 million 7.1 percent the total 
imports jumped from $3.8 million—1.3 percent 
the total 1953—to $9.4 million 2.8 percent 1954. 

December 1953, agreement providing for 
exchange $1.8 million worth goods each way was 
signed Greece and Bulgaria; valid for 1954, was re- 
newed 1955. Under the terms the agreement, Greece 
was export: citrus fruits ($157,000), olives and olive oil 
($235,000), nuts and dried fruit ($80,000), rice 
000), fish cotton rayon staple fiber 
($100,000), valonia for tanning ($100,000), cotton and 
wool yarn and textiles superphosphates 
000), iron pyrites and manganese ores ($100,000), etc. 
return, Bulgaria agreed ship: meat ($175,000), 
eggs ($75,000), cotton seed ($150,000), vetch ($100,000) 
coal ($125,000), nitrate fertilizer ($600,000), wood and 
paper and products ($170,000), etc. interesting 
note that Bulgaria still committed export meat and 
vetch (for fodder), both which are short supply 
within the country. 


June Cairo report revealed that the Egyptian government 
had concluded agreement with Italian companies for the trans- 
port approximately 650,000 tons crude oil and kerosene 
Egypt from Russia and Romania. 


February 1954, trade and payments agreement 
was reached between Greece and Czechoslovakia. Valid 
through December 31, 1954, this agreement provided for 
Greek exports $3.8 million and Czechoslovak exports 
$4.9 million. The difference was utilized liquidate 
six-year-old Czechoslovak debt Greece and cover 
Greek shipping used transport the commodities involved. 
This arrangement was followed second agreement, 
signed March 1955, retroactive January 1955. 
and valid through the end the year; provided for 
Greek shipments million and Czechoslovak shipments 
$5.7 million. Following are the principal Greek exports 
under the 1955 agreement: tobacco 
figs (500 tons), citrus fruits (8,000 tons), wines (2,000 
tons), cotton (200 tons), iron ore (30,000 tons), iron 
pyrites (20,000 tons), bauxite ($190,000), and cotton yarn 
($100,000). The main differences between the amounts 
and types products pledged Greece under the 
agreement and those specified the current agreement 
are that citrus fruits exports were raised 1,000 tons and 
wine exports 1,500 tons, while dried fig exports were re- 
duced 250 tons; iron pyrites, bauxite, and cotton thread 
were not included the 1954 agreement. The principal 
Czechoslovak exports pledged are: machinery, automotive 
vehicles, textiles, sugar (5,000 tons), timber (4,000 tons), 
newsprint (500 tons), chinaware ($180,000), hops, jewelry, 
and footwear. 


dried 


The most recent trade agreement between Greece and 
East Germany was concluded Berlin December 
1953. This agreement, valid until December 31, 1954, pro- 
vided for mutual exchange $6.3 million worth goods. 
The swing credit agreed upon amounted $250,000. 
Following are the more important goods pledged 
Greece: tobacco (2,000 tons), dried fruit (9,000 tons), 
citrus fruits (5,000 tons), fresh fruit ($200,000), vege- 
tables ($100,000), valonia ($150,000), wine ($175,000), 
fresh grapes ($100,000), leather and hides 
olives and olive oil ($220,000), magnesite (850 tons), iron 
pyrites (20,000 tons). East Germany export: ammo- 
nium sulphate (10,000 tons), potassium salts (5,000 tons), 
sugar (3,000 tons), machinery—including equipment for 
the textile, timber, food and printing industries 
000), automotive vehicles ($600,000), electrical equip- 
ment ($500,000), office machines ($100,000), synthetic 
materials ($375,000), glass and ceramic wares ($200,000) 
wood and paper products ($300,000), textiles ($400,000) 
etc. Presumably this agreement has been automatically 
renewed for additional year. 


commercial treaty between Greece and Hungary was 
signed June 1954, valid until June 1955, and provid- 
ing for exchange $2.2 million worth goods each 
way. Greece pledged export: raw cotton, hides and 
skins ($300,000), lead ($90,000), tobacco 
citrus fruits ($150,000), commercial wines 
dried fruit, olives and olive oil, casings, etc. return, 
Hungary agreed export: livestock ($50,000), meat 
($50,000), sugar ($200,000), textiles ($300,000), ma- 
chinery, machine tools and agricultural equipment ($600,- 
000), electrical machinery installation equipment 
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The picture above from Czechoslovak propaganda brochure. The caption reads: “The interest his every- 
day life brought her into the laboratory—into the world exact and responsible work for which 
struments and utensils are necessary—just the kind made with the Czech laboratory glass mark SIAL.” 


($400,000), radio equipment ($120,000), scientific and 
medical apparatus ($100,000), potash, chemical and phar- 
maceutical products, etc. The significant 
tween this treaty and the one which expired May 31, 1954, 
are that Greek exports hides and skins were increased 
$85,000, while tobacco and citrus fruit exports were in- 
creased $100,000 each; Hungarian exports livestock were 
decreased $250,000 while eggs, which amounted $75,000 
under the 1953-54 agreement, were eliminated; sugar 
was pledged the previous agreement Hungary; 
Hungarian textile exports were raised from $40,000 
$300,000, while machinery and agricultural equipment 
exports were increased from $180,000 $600,000 and 
electrical machinery and equipment from $100,000 
$400,000. 


Greece and Poland signed new trade agreement 
the beginning this year. This agreement, valid De- 
cember 31, 1955, renewal the 1954 agreement which 
provided for Greek exports $4.1 million and Polish ex- 
ports $3.9 million. assumed that the exchange 
between the two countries under the new agreement will 
amount approximately million each way. inter- 
esting note that the swing credit provided for under the 
previous agreement was $400,000 and that Poland’s deficit 
the end the year stood $396,377, about the total 
amount permissible. changes were made the com- 
modity lists. Some the principal products shipped 
Greece are: tobacco ($1,000,000), rice 
fruit ($430,000), zinc ore ($540,000), iron pyrites ($780,- 
and cotton ($300,000). return, Poland agreed 


‘ 


send coal ($700,000), agricultural and industrial machinery 
($500,000), textiles ($250,000), sugar ($700,000), eggs 
$200,000), lumber and wood products ($525,000), news- 
print ($400,000), wrapping paper ($100,000), chemical 
ind pharmaceutical products 

trade and payments agreement between Greece and 
Romania, valid from June 1954 through June 30, 1955, 
was signed May 19, 1954. provides for exchange 
million worth goods each direction, and Greece 
export olives and olive oil ($800,000), tobacco 
citrus fruit ($250,000), cotton yarn, cotton 
tanning extracts, sisal yarn, dried fruit, etc., 
return for Romanian timber ($1,400,000), petroleum prod- 
ucts newsprint ($200,000), chemical and 
pharmaceutical products ($200,000), etc. Recent reports 
Athens indicate that substantial portion the 
Romanian lumber which reached Greece the early part 
this vear was credited the account the USSR 
rather than the Romanians. Thus, the 40,000 cu. 
meters shipped the first three months, percent were 
credited the Russians. 

The most recent trade agreement was 
signed July 28, 1953. was originally valid until July 
28, 1954, but was renewed last year for another year. 
provides for annual exchange $10 million worth 
goods each direction. Greece agreed deliver rice 

500 tons), tobacco (5,000 tons), cotton (1,000 tons), 
spices, wine, and other commodities, return for Russian 
coal (10,000 tons), petroleum products (300,000 tons) 
lumber (45,000 cu. meters), automotive vehicles, etc. 
Difficulties were encountered the early part 1954, and 
January and February last year the Greek press was 
full reports scoring the USSR for being nearly mil- 
lion arrears. The Greek Ministry Commerce finally 
took action March 1954, and announced that more 
licenses would granted for Greek shipments the USSR 
until the Soviets caught with their deliveries. This 
move followed only few days ban placed Poland 
for similar reasons. The ban goods shipments the 
Soviets was lifted two days later, but only after personal 
protest the Soviet Ambassador. 


lran 


Because her strategic position one the gateways 
the Middle East, Iran has long been the object spe- 
cial attention from the USSR. the immediate postwar 
period, the Soviet Union engineered rebellion the 
northern provinces and sought bring the country into 
the Communist camp through subversion. Later, after 
the uprising had been crushed, the USSR switched tactics 
encouraging Iranian expulsion the British the hope 
that economic chaos would bring the country into the 
Soviet sphere. With settlement the oil problem and the 
conclusion the Turkish-Iraqi Defense Pact, the USSR 


According June 18, 1955 report from Athens, the Greek 
Minister Trade has conferred with directors his Ministry 
increasing imports petroleum and coal products from the Soviet 
Union. 


“The rapid development light industry has enabled Bulgarian 
many branches industry work out their own pat- 
terns and designs. Until few years ago the shoes, bags 
and other fashionable articles produced Bulgaria closely fol- 
lowed foreign styles, today our local craftsmen strive more 
original and produce commodities specifically Buigarian 
style. Their products have had considerable recent 
fashion shows Sofia and other cities.” 


Bulgarian Foreign Trade (Sofia), Mareh 15, 1955 


was forced undertake positive steps prevent Iran’s 
military and economic alignment with the West. 

the one hand, the Soviets threatened the Iranians 
with possible reprisals the country were enter into 
close alliance with the West, and the other hand they 
settled most major outstanding differences with them. 
Typical the threats were the Radio Moscow broadcasts 
April and May 21, the first which claimed that 
there were forces Iran “trying push the country 
the dangerous path participation blocs hostile the 
Soviet Union, [blocs] hammered together the United 
States and Britain the Near and Middle East.” The 
second broadcast asserted that “the real threat 
interests comes from imperialist circles poison the 
neighborly Soviet-Iranian relations and push Iran 
the catastrophic road participation military-aggressive 
the same time, however, settlement was reached 
long-standing frontier dispute and million 
debt incurred the USSR during the war, recently re- 
paid gold. 

Upon conclusion this transaction, Radio Moscow as- 
serted April that “this agreement settles all out- 
standing problems between the USSR 


Relations improved even further when, June 10, 
agreement was reached between representatives the 
Soviet Caspian Steamship State Agency and the Iranian 
government regarding 10-year lease land and other 
property the northwest Iranian port Pahlevi. 
Radio Moscow it, “it believed commercial circles 
that the agreement will promote the development eco- 
nomic relations between the USSR and Iran.” 

Iran’s Soviet trade has shown some expansion dur- 
ing the past year, although its overall volume still 
considerably below the 1952 level. Exports increased from 
$11.2 million 12.5% total exports 1953 $20.6 
million the total 1954. Imports also regis- 
tered substantial increase, rising from $14.5 million 
8.6% total imports 1953 $21.2 million 9.9% 
the total 1954.* 


The greater part Iran’s Soviet bloc trade with the 
USSR itself, but commercial exchanges with other bloc 
members, well with the USSR, should show sub- 
stantial increase this year. January 14, 1955 Radio 
Teheran broadcast announced that the Iranian Council 
Ministers had authorized the Ministry National 
Economy “take the necessary steps” toward signing 
trade pacts with Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. 
information available regarding Czechoslovak nego- 
tiations, but known that Hungarian trade mission 
arrived Teheran April 30, 1955, and that agree- 
ment between the two countries calling for the mutual 
exchange $4.5 million worth goods was signed 


June 


provides for Iranian exports of: oil seeds and waste, 
dried fruit, vegetables, grains, nuts, rice, spices, wine, alco- 
hol, opium, cotton, wool, skins, carpets, walnut timber, 
red clay, tobacco, and raw silk. Hungary has agreed 
export: sugar, cement, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, dyes, 
chemical fertilizer, machinery, agricultural machinery and 
equipment, sewing machines, electrical and heat genera- 
tors, electrical equipment, medical and optical instruments, 
weighing machines for trucks, trucks, motorcycles, bicycles, 
woolen textiles, and other commodities. Significantly, the 
Hungarians pledged export sugar the very time when 
the USSR and other Soviet bloc countries are purchasing 
substantial amounts this commodity Cuba and other 
countries. 

Preliminary Polish negotiations took place November 
1954. Although final agreement has not yet been 
reached, products under consideration include Iranian ex- 
port of: crude oil, cotton, oil seeds, opium, barley, dried 
fruit, spices, raw hides, wood, tobacco, mother pearl, 
iron ore, asbestos, carpets, etc. Some the Polish prod- 
ucts under consideration are: textiles, leather goods, phar- 
maceuticals, machinery, plastic materials, rubber products, 
carbon electrodes, films, X-ray equipment, paper, sugar, 
laboratory and medical instruments, chemical fertilizer, 
glass and porcelain products, food products, cement, and 
construction materials. Two salient features the pros- 


Excluding Communist China, for which statistics are unavail- 
able. 


pective deal are that Warsaw prepared offer credits 
Iran and that the latter willing consider the export 
crude oil. agreement along these lines reached, this 
would the first time that oil products are included 
deal between Iran and Iron Curtain country. 


June 17, 1954, the Iranian government announced 
the details the 1954-55 Iranian-Soviet agreement, which 
was valid from April 1954 March 31, 1955, 
and provided for Iranian exports approximately $25.5 
million and USSR exports $24.7 million. This was 
considerable increase over amounts negotiated for the pre- 
vious year, can seen from the following list the 
principal items traded, with quantities provided 
under previous agreement Thus, Iran 
agreed export: rice, 30,000 tons (10,000): tobacco, 
3,000 tons (2,000) cotton, 7,000 tons (5,000) lead ore, 
000 tons (30,000) zinc ore, 12,000 tons (6,000) oil seeds, 
4,000 tons (2,000) dates, 5,000 tons (2,500) wool, 7,000 
tons (none) lamb skins; cumin seeds; fish; pork: sulphur; 
etc. return, the USSR agreed deliver: sugar, 80,000 
tons cotton textiles, million meters (15 mil- 
lion) iron and steel products, 11,000 tons (5,700) cement, 
60,000 tons (20,000); paper, 10,000 tons (5,000) chemi- 
cals, 1,000 tons (600); agricultural machinery; electrical 
equipment; automotive vehicles and 
sewing machines; etc. 

Simultaneous with the recent settlement the frontier 
and debt questions, trade agreement was signed between 
Iran and the USSR for 1955-56. The agreement was rati- 
fied the Supreme Soviet the USSR April 25, 1955, 
and the Shah Iran March 20, 1955, and came 
into force May 1955. far, information avail- 
able the exact quantities goods exchanged, 
although “increase the exchange goods” had been 
envisaged. Iran will again export rice, cotton, wool, hides, 
fish, dried fruits, oil seeds, ores, and other commodities. 
exchange, the Soviet Union will send cotton textiles, 
rolled ferrous metals, cement, agricultural machinery, auto- 
motive vehicles, machinery, timber, and chemical products 
and other less important items. 


interesting note that sugar not included, prob- 
ably because the recent sugar crop failure the Ukraine, 
result which the Soviet Union has become net 
sugar importer whereas she had previously been ex- 
porter. Details the agreement are also likely show 
that Iranian fish has become major item exchange 
between the two countries. Until 1952, the Caspian Fish- 
Association operated mixed Soviet-Iranian body; 
that time, Iran nationalized the company and she did 
not complete repayment the USSR until spring 1954. 
few months later, Teheran announced that the Fishing 
Association had concluded barter agreement with the 
Soviets placing Iranian fish the Soviet market. 


Indicative what appears growing closeness 
Iranian-Soviet commercial relations was February 16, 
1955 Radio Moscow announcement that, answer 
appeal from the Teheran government, the 
agreed sell Iran 10,000 tons grain. 
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the past year both the value and importance Israel’s 
with the Soviet bloc increased substantially. Exports 
increased from $2.0 million 3.4% the total 1953 
$4.4 million the total 1954; imports 
jumped from $2.4 million total imports 1953 
$6.9 million the total 1954. 

December 20, 1954, Israel and Bulgaria signed their 
first trade agreement. Trade between the two countries 
had previously been conducted within the framework 
individual barter deals. The agreement, which provides 
for exchange $1.5 million worth commodities, calls 
Israeli exports of: citrus fruits and their by-products, 
razor blades, superphosphates, pipes, blue vitriol, pharma- 
ceuticals, woolen yarn, etc. More than one-third Bul- 
exports will agricultural produce; included 
the list are: timber, tobacco, penicillin, asbestos, rice, vetch, 
calcinated soda, resin, anthracite coal, etc. 

new general trade agreement between Israel and 
Hungary calling for mutual exchange million worth 
goods was signed March 1954. not clear 
whether the details this exchange were ever ironed out. 
known however that Israel was receive rice, oil cake, 
and electrical appliances and equipment. The Hungarians 
also wanted ship machine tools Israel, but last re- 
port the Israelis had not agreed accept this item; they 
were purchasing German tools within the framework the 
German reparations agreement. 


The Hungarians, for their part, have purchased $100,000 
worth citrus fruits, and large quantities wristwatches, 
dentists’ drills, and razor blades. Moreover there was some 
talk the Hungarians supplying boxwood. interesting 
aspect this agreement, shedding light agricultural 
difficulties the Satellites, that the Israelis demanded 
that the Hungarians offer wheat, sugar, and other food- 
stuffs, well horses, and that the latter hedged the 
and most the foodstuffs. 


new trade agreement between and Poland was 
signed Warsaw June 16, 1954; came into force July 
1954, valid for one year. The quantity goods 
traded not known. provides for Israeli exports citrus 
fruits, shoes, watches, nylon stockings, razor blades, pharma- 
ceutical products, false teeth, and phosphates, return 
for Polish machinery, wood crates for citrus fruits, chemi- 
cals, pharmaceuticals, textiles, sugar, malt, and other agri- 
cultural foodstuff products. The Israelis were receive 
their first consignment sugar, amounting 2.000 tons, 
during December 1954. then, too, the Israelis had re- 
ceived sample order from Poland 5,000 pairs shoes; 
this order proves satisfactory possible that Israel 
will order for additional 256,000 pairs. 

September 1954, Israel and Romania signed 
trade agreement Jerusalem. This agreement, valid until 
December 31, 1955, calls for the mutual exchange $2.5 
million worth goods, including Israeli export citrus 
fruits, bananas, pharmaceutical products, textiles, medical 
instruments, razor blades, refrigerators, and false teeth. 
Romania will ship sawn timber ($620,000), fruit crates 
($750,000), petroleum products ($450,000), paper prod- 
ucts ($50,000), charcoal, and various chemical products. 

Israel’s trade relations with the USSR are mainly the 
form several barter agreements citrus fruits ex- 
change for oil.* The first such deal was signed Decem- 
ber 1953, and provided for the shipment 100,000 
tons Soviet crude oil, with option Israeli purchase 
additional 100,000 tons. The Soviets, the other 
hand, agreed buy $2.7 million worth citrus fruits and 
$200,000 worth bananas. February 1954, was an- 
nounced that the Israeli government had taken the 
option purchase the additional 100,000 tons oil. 
subsequent agreement, for the exchange additional 


Israeli citrus fruit exports from the beginning the 1954/55 
season through December 31, 1954, amounted 940,049 cases, in- 
cluding 5,000 East Germany, the USSR, 38,000 
Poland, 30,300 Romania, and 11,775 Hungary. 


Balkan and Near East Supply Sources for Soviet Bloc Agricultural 


Greece Iran Israel Lebanon 


Only those commodities negotiated for recent trade agreements are included. 
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tons oil for Israeli citrus fruits and bananas, was 
signed Moscow October 30, 1954. Finally, May 
1955, report from Jerusalem revealed that Israel had 
contracted purchase additional 168,000 tons Soviet 
oil, including 118,000 tons fuel oil and 50,000 crude 
oil. 


Lebanon 


trade with the Soviet bloc showed little change 
during the past year. Exports the Soviet bloc amounted 
$1.1 million the total during 1953. Imports 
from the bloc rezistered slight increase, although their 
overall remained the same. they 
amounted $3.5 million total imports, while 
195+ they were $4.1 million and again 1.9% the total. 

new trade agreement between Lebanon and Czecho- 
slovakia was signed Prague November 11, 1954. This 
agreement, which provides for the annual exchange $3.7 
million worth goods each direction, replaces one 
July 1952 which provided for $2.3 million exchange. 
Following are the principal products exported 
Lebanon: apples, bananas, nuts, onions, oil cake, molasses, 
barley. crude rubber, textiles, iron ore, and meat. Czecho- 
slovakia has pledged purchase 6,500 tons citrus fruits 
annually, compared 5,000 tons under previous agree- 
ment. Further, Czechoslovakia permitted purchase 
$137.000 worth transit goods annually from the Levan- 
tine Free Trade Zone. Czechoslovakia has 
agreed export: glass and glassware, mirrors, porcelain 
ware. trucks, aircraft, refrigerators, etc. also possible 
that Czechoslovakia will establish plants Lebanon for 
the processing sugar and fruit juices, and there has 
been some talk that Czechoslovakia might aid the con- 
struction work the Tripoli harbor project. 

The most recent Lebanese-East German trade agreement 
was signed December 14, 1953, but was not ratified 
the Lebanese Parliament, until January 29, 1954. 
valid for the year 1954, and automatically renewable 
for additional year. principal exports are 
citrus fruits, and bananas and apples, scheduled 
amount least the total; other exports promised 
are hides, leather and leather goods, olives, cotton, cotton 
yarn, and iron ore. East Germany agreed supply ma- 
chine tools, agricultural machinery, machinery and equip- 
ment for the food, chemical, polygraphic and tobacco in- 
textiles, optical and precision instruments, auto- 
motive vehicles, ete. 

trade and payments agreement between Lebanon and 
the USSR was signed Beirut April 30, 1954. This 
agreement, valid for one year and automatically renewable 
for second, provides for mutual exchange $4.6 mil- 
lion worth goods. The payments agreement provides for 
$300.000 swing credit. the agreement with East 
Germany, least percent Lebanon’s exports are 
citrus fruits, apples and bananas. Among Lebanon’s 
other exports are dried fruit, vegetable and olive oil, to- 
bacco, wool and woolen textiles, natural silk, sole leather, 


hides skins. 


return, the Russians are deliver 


industrial and electrical machinery, agricultural machinery, 


‘tractors, automotive vehicles, motorcycles, bicycles, pre- 


cision instruments, photographic and cinematographic ap- 
paratus, musical instruments, chemical products, inks and 
paints, medicinal and pharmaceutical products, glass and 
ceramic products, alcoholic beverages, fish, newsprint, ra- 
dios, and other products. 


Turkey 


Ever since the end the Korean war, Turkey has had 
face shrinking market for its agricultural products, and 
its economic difficulties were further aggravated last year 
disastrous harvest which sharply curtailed its grain- 
and fodder crops. Wheat exports, which amounted over 
600,000 tons 1953 and more than 901,000 the first 
three-quarters 1954,* had cancelled temporarily 
and Turkey was forced import wheat from the United 
States. the past few years these exports have accounted 
for the largest share the country’s foreign currency earn- 
ings, and the combination these circumstances have made 
Turkey vulnerable Soviet bloc trade overtures. For in- 
stance, the decrease fodder supplies has made necessary 
export cattle, for the country was left with insufficient 
cattle fodder base take care the livestock the harsh 
Anatolian winter. Since Turkish cattle poor quality 
and difficult sell abroad except under barter arrange- 
ments, the Soviet bloc the main market for this stock. 

Both terms value and importance, Turkey’s trade 
with the Soviet bloc has increased extensively during the 
past year. Her exports the Soviet bloc increased from 
$29.3 million 7.4% total exports 1953 $53.8 
million the total 1954. Similarly, her im- 
ports from the bloc increased from $29.5 million 5.5% 
total imports 1953 $45.5 million the 
total 1954. 1954, the Soviet bloc countries had 
deficit more than million their trade with Turkey. 

February 23, 1955, the first Turkish-Bulgarian trade 
and payments agreement since the Second World War was 
signed Ankara. This agreement, effective March 10, 
1955, and valid for one year, called for mutual exchange 
$2.5 million worth goods. The payments agreement 
provided for the establishment $250,000 swing credit. 
Turkey’s principal exports are be: fish and marine oils 
($682,000), valonia (for tanning) ($300,000), dried fruit 
citrus fruit ($300,000), wax ($150,000), olives 
and olive oil ($475,000), textiles ($80,000), manganese 
ore, leather products, etc. return, Bulgaria supply: 
chemical products tools and machinery 
000), cement ($300,000), faience, porcelain 
lain equipment glassware chemical 
fertilizer ($300,000), reinforced concrete steel 
paint and dyes ($100,000), insulation material ($100,000). 

The following are some new developments trade rela- 
tions with Czechoslovakia: March 1955 report that 
Turkey had decided purchase complete installations and 
equipment for cotton textile factory from 
April report that Turkish transport delegation had 


*Commodity Trade Statistics, (New York). 


announced, upon return from Prague, that they had piaced 
orders for 150 railway coaches with the Skoda works (the 
price agreed upon for this order was million, 
million below the bid German firm). 


new one-year trade and payment agreement between 
Turkey and East Germany was signed April 28, 1955 
effective April 1955 and calling for the mutual exchange 
$26.15 million worth goods. This exchange slightly 
below the $26.3 million exchange provided for under the 
previous deal, but the first formal 
tween the two countries. Previously, trade was conducted 
under simple protocol, which was effective for one year 
only. there official diplomatic exchange between 
the two countries, the latest agreement was signed 
representatives the Chambers Commerce. 


Following are the principal items exchanged, with 
quantities provided for under the previous agreement, 
different, parenthesis. Turkey export: wheat, $2,- 
100,000 ($250,000) animal products, including eggs, $500,- 
000 (none) leather, hides, and furs, $500,000 ($600,000) 
dried fruit and nuts, $2,500,000 ($3,000,000) citrus fruit 
and juices, $350,000 ($200,000); oil seeds, $500,000; 
edible oils, $50,000 cotton, $1,000,000 
500,000) wool, mohair, $2,000,000 ($1,700,000) hemp, 
$100,000; tobacco, $14,500,000 ($10,000,000) wine, 
$100,000; fish, $150,000 ($50,000); valonia $300,000; 
non-ferrous minerals, boric acid, $200,000.** 


return, East Germany agreed export: machinery, 
machine tools, and industrial equipment including agricul- 
tural machinery and machinery for the textile,*** leather, 
food, printing, construction, and metallurgical industries, 
$10,300,000 ($10,000,000) electrical equipment and ma- 
chinery, $2,500,000 ($2,000,000) automotive vehicles and 
and railway rolling stock, $1,650,000 tug- 
boats, drainage vessels, fishing vessels, etc., $400,000 
optical and precision instruments, $1,000,000; surgi- 
cal and medical instruments, $200,000 ($100,000) 
hardware, tools, needles, $450,000 hy- 
gienic installations, safes, etc., $1,000,000 ($850,000; ce- 
ment and construction material, $500,000 ($1,500,000) 
glass and glassware, $500,000 ($200,000) faience and tiles, 
equipment and film, $400,000; business machines, $800,000 
paper and cardboard, $200,000 ($400,000) 
textiles, $500,000 ($1,500,000) dyes and painis, $800,000 
pharmaceutical and chemical products, $1,- 
500,000 fertilizer, $600,000 ($500,000) 
transmission belts, $300,000;** ball-bearings, $300,000.** 


According the March 21, 1955 Foreign Crops and Markets 
Soviet bloc purchases tobacco increased 209 percent the past 
year—from nearly million pounds 1953 more than 24.6 
million 1954. The bloc absorbed about 17.7 percent Tur- 
key’s 1954 tobacco exports. Shipments the bloc during the first 
quarter 1955 amounted more than 19.2 million pounds 
over 40.1 percent the country’s tobacco exports for that period. 


None these products included previous agreement. 


East Germany building flax-spinning mill Istanbul. 
began arrive June. 


COMMERCIAL STATE ENTERPRISE FOR THE EXPORT Of! 

FRESH AND PRESERVED FRUITS, VEGETABLES AND ALCO- 
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“Bulgarian fruits are popular for their attractive appearance, their 
high nutritive value and their deep, bright color. Fruits with 
waxy surface have glossy, eye-catching appearance. However, the 
main feature Bulgarian fruits their composition—a happy 
blend various valuable substances such sugars, vitamins, acids, 
mineral salts, and substances. The canning industry State 
Enterprise prepares all kinds tasteful products from the fruits 
Bulgarian soil: compotes from cherries, pears, apricots, peaches, 
blue plums and other fruits; jams and jellies from strawberries, 
raspberries, sweet and sour cherries, plums, and quinces: sirups. 
Bulgarian jams and jellies, marmalades and concentrates retain the 
original flavor and aroma.” 


Buigarian Foreign Trade (Sofia), 15, 1955 


February 1954 new payments agreement was 
signed with Hungary raising the swing credit between the 
two countries from $500,000 for Poland, 
recent reports from Warsaw indicate that working 
order for telephones for Turkey. Another report stated 
that special version the Polish Star-20 truck, suitable 
for tropical and mountainous terrain produced 
Turkey.* Also, May Istanbul report revealed that 
Turkish importers were encountering difficulty importing 


six-cylinder engine. 
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cement from Poland. The Polish government reportedly 
refused grant export permits for 100,000 tons cement 
contracted for Turkish trade officials. This might prove 
quite significant, for Poland has during recent years 
attempted encourage the export ce- 
ment. However, the USSR now encouraging the use 
reinforced concrete for construction purposes, sub- 
stitute for steel. Quite possibly the bloc now needs all 
available supplies cement for internal consumption. 

provisional trade agreement between Turkey and Ro- 
mania was signed February 1954. This agreement, 
stipulated temporary and seasonal character, was 
valid only until definite trade agreement could drawn 
and signed both contracting parties. The protocol 
was expire automatically May 31, 1954 further 
agreement could reached. called for the exchange 
million worth goods, including fish, olives, citrus 
fruits, dried fruit, barley and other agricultural products 
from Turkey, exchange for lumber, cement, glass, chemi- 
cal products, etc., from Romania. April 1954, this 
agreement was replaced permanent one, valid for 
one year and automatically renewable for additional 
year, unless one the two partfes gives notice its desire 
amend annul two months prior the date 
expiration. 

Following were the principal products pledged Tur- 
key: livestock ($300,000), dried fruit and nuts ($400,000) 
cotton ($4,500,000), hemp and jute ($300,000), wool ($1,- 
mohair ($300,000), vegetable oil 
($600,000), oil cake ($400,000), rice ($300,000), citrus 
fruits ($500,000), valonia ($650,000), tobacco ($100,000) 
hides ($300,000), olives ($200,000), eggs 
fish ($500,000), dried beans ($200,000), etc. return, 
Romania agreed deliver: black dye ($200,000), char- 
coal ($200,000), construction lumber ($2,000,000), other 
wood and wood products ($1.375,000), paper and paper 
products ($520,000), cement ($1,000,000), window-glass 
($460,000), motors ($400,000), batteries trac- 
tors ($350,000), pumps and machine tools ($550,000), 
petroleum products ($2,950,000), paints 
($200,000), chemical and pharmaceutical products ($600,- 
000), pre-fabricated houses ($150,000), etc. 


November 12, 1954 agreement was reached 
Ankara Turkey and the USSR for the expansion their 
limited trade treaty 1937. ceiling the value 
goods exchanged has been set under this agreement. 
However, agreement reached earlier 1954 called for 
$840,000 exchange between the two countries. The cur- 
rent exchange probably much larger the swing credit 
under the new protocol $280,000. Under this agree- 
ment Turkey export tobacco, fresh and dried fruit, 
livestock, and wool, return for Russian exports con- 
struction materials and cotton textiles. The first two trans- 
actions concluded late 1954 the basis this agree- 
ment called for Turkish import 450,000 meters cotton 
textile materials from the USSR, and the shipment 
Turkey 100,000 head sheep and 15,000 head beef 
cattle the USSR. June this year, additional 
agreement called for 100-120,000 head sheep and 30,000 
head longhorn cattle exported the USSR. 


also known that the Russians are prepared offer 
Turkey petroleum, cement, glass, and caustic soda. Further- 
more, reports indicate that the Soviet offer erect three 
cotton-thread factories near the Aegean Sea still being 
given careful consideration. The USSR offer apparently 
below that the British, and the Soviets have promised 
long-term amortization credits and have offered supply 
complete machinery for the plant. Turkey would repay 
the Russians equal installments over period thirty 
years. 


Yugoslavia 


the past year Yugoslavia resumed trade relations with 
every one the European Soviet bloc countries, but the 
volume these exchanges still relatively insignificant 
when compared conditions before the Yugoslav-Com- 
inform break 1948. Thus, that year 50.7% Yugo- 
slavia’s exports and 45.6% her imports were with the 
Soviet bloc, and the total would have been even higher 
shipments had not been curtailed the last months the 
year. that time Albania ceased export oil the 
Yugoslavs, thus depriving them about third their 
oil needs, and Romanian deliveries were reduced. 


The 
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last agreement with the USSR before the break became 
absolute was signed December 28, 1948, and provided 
for only one-eighth the 1948 volume. 1949, Yugo- 
slavia’s Soviet bloc exports and imports were down 
13.7% and 14.0% respectively terms her overall trade 
turnover. year later all trade with the bloc ceased. 
“Normalization” trade relations part the gradual 
Yugoslav-Soviet bloc rapprochement the last two years, 
and last year, exports amounted $6.8 million 2.9% 
total exports, while imports reached the million mark 
only 1.2% the total. 1954, therefore, commercial 
exchanges were still far below those 1949. 

Although current Soviet policy stress that the past 
should forgotten, unlikely that the Yugoslavs will 
readily agree place their economy the mercy the 
Soviets, they had the past. Despite all the talk 
“friendly mutual and assurance 
that countries can now take their own way 
Communism, unlikely that Tito has forgotten Soviet 
imperial exploitation through the so-called “joint” com- 
panies, that the memory countless lopsided trade agree- 
ments, Soviet economic infiltration and political control 
forgotten present Yugoslav calculations. Furthermore, 
the long Soviet embargo forced Yugoslavia other 
suppliers capital equipment for industrialization and she 
has had turn the West repeatedly make huge 
shortages caused bad harvests. Thus, though both 
politically and economically Yugoslavia may move closer 
the Soviet bloc, and though trade with the bloc will 
probably increase substantially the near future, its rela- 
tions the West are now too important jeopardized 
radical economic reorientation. 

The first agreement with any Soviet bloc country 
signed the new post-Stalinist phase was with Hungary, 
May 1954. Further agreements with the other Commu- 
nist countries then followed, but they were mostly tem- 
porary deals, many which did not into operation 
until the end the year. 1955, the other hand, 
with the exception East all the countries con- 
cerned (as well those which did not sign temporary 


Negotiations are currently underway with East Germany. 


deals) entered into regular trade agreements with Yugo- 
slavia, and most cases the amounts involved were sub- 
stantially increased. Thus, the first two months this 
year, marked rise exchanges took place, exports 
amounting the total and imports 5.1%. 

May 17, 1955, Yugoslav-Albanian trade agreement 
calling for $1.5 million exchange goods was signed 
Belgrade. This agreement, valid until the end this year, 
was the last the series agreements concluded with the 
European Soviet bloc countries. provides for Yugoslav 
exports paper, leather products, textiles, chemical prod- 
ucts, and raw material for the handicraft industry, 
exchange for Albanian crude oil, hides and pelts, wool, 
cotton textiles, linen, 

new trade agreement between Yugoslavia and Bul- 
garia was signed Belgrade March 16, 1955, valid 
through March 31, 1956, and providing for the mutual 
exchange million worth goods. follows tem- 
porary agreement, signed November 12, 1954, which 
provided for $500,000 exchange goods. Also con- 
cluded, separate protocol, was settlement for the 
debts owed the Bulgarian railways the Yugoslav rail- 
ways. These debts, amounting million, were incurred 
for transit charges the 1949-54 period. 

Yugoslavia export: pyrite concentrates (10,000 
tons), caustic soda, (1,500 tons), side track rails 
fish (250 tons), horseshoe nails (200 tons), tannin (120 
tons), cigarette paper (100 tons), sawed oak wood, sul- 
phite cellulose, agricultural implements, machinery, etc. 
Bulgaria agreed deliver: manganese ore {4.000 
nitrogen fertilizer tons), sunflower seed (3,000 
tons), kaolin (2,000 tons), felspar (2.000 tons). lard (500 
tons), rice (500 tons), vetch (500 tons), chemicals, phar- 
maceutical products, vegetables, etc. There has also 
been some talk about exchange petroleum products 
between the two countries, with Yugoslavia exporting gas 
oil, and Bulgaria reciprocating with lubricating oil. 

1955 trade agreement between Yugoslavia and Czecho- 
slovakia was signed Belgrade February 19, 
calling for exchange $27 million worth goods 
each direction, and succeeding million barter agree- 
ment signed August 1954. Under the terms this new 
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agreement, Yugoslavia export meat, tobacco,* wine, 
dried fruit, fish, hemp, pyrites, tannin, chemicals, etc., 
return for rolled metals, ferrous metallurgical 
products, electrical equipment, railway equipment, ma- 
chinery and replacement parts, radio parts, chemicals, etc. 


agreement providing for exchange million 
worth goods each direction was signed with East 
Germany August 1954. Yugoslavia was export to- 
bacco, food products and sulphur, return for chemicals, 
fertilizer, textile machinery, and polygraphic machinery. 

1955 agreement, providing for exchange $14 
million worth goods each way, was signed Yugo- 
slavia and Hungary January 14, 1955. follows 
temporary barter agreement, signed May 1954, which 
called for exchange $2.5 million worth goods. 
Following are Yugoslavia’s principal exports under the 
new agreement: sawn wood (32,000 cu. meters), sulphite 
cellulose (2,000 tons), miscellaneous machinery and hard- 
ware ($100,000), ground magnesite ($100,000), pyrite 
concentrates (20,000 tons), caustic soda (2,000 tons), other 
chemicals ($200,000), leather ($200,000), tannin ($130,- 
000), live cattle ($200,000), live hogs ($120,000), ham 
feathers tobacco wine 
chrome ore, etc. Hungary scheduled de- 
liver: steel and steel alloys including sheets, strips, rods, 
cylinders, and ingots ($2,410,000), radio parts and tubes 
($250.000) electrical and geodetic instruments 
tools and hardware ($190,000), textile industry carding 
machinery ($150,000), machine tools and parts ($200,- 
000), agricultural machinery ($300,000), replacement 
parts for automotive vehicles ($200,000), mining locomo- 
tives, machinery, and safety devices ($500,000), milling 
machinery and replacement parts ($100,000), railway 
equipment and replacement parts ($500,000), dyes ($150,- 
000), sulphuric acid ($125,000), armatures, fuses, porce- 
lain insulators, etc., ($200,000). supplementary, July 
agreement calls for Hungarian rolling 5,000 tons 
Yugoslav iron return for Yugoslav goods. 

February 12, 1955, new 1955 trade agreement was 
signed with Poland. provides for the mutual exchange 
$15 million worth goods, and the first con- 
cluded between the two countries since the June 1948 
break. Yugoslavia ship: bauxite (8,000 tons), zinc 
concentrates (12,000 tons), pyrites (30,000 tons), ferro 
silicon ($100,000), asbestos (100,000 tons), sawn wood 
(12,000 cu. meters) veneers ($150,000), sulphite cellulose 
(2,000 tons), tannin (2,000 tons), calcinated soda (1,000 
tons), footwear tobacco (1,000 tons), wine 
($120,000), dried fruit and nuts ($70,000), etc. Poland 
supposed deliver: coke and dross from the metallurgi- 
cal industry (125,000 tons), coal (55,000 tons), reinforced 


Despite the fact that Yugoslavia did not start export goods 
the Soviet bloc until the second six months 1954, her exports 
fermented tobacco bloc countries year’s end amounted 
2.1 million pounds, were valued $1,225,000, and accounted for 
18.2% total fermented leaf exports value. 


June 23, 1955 Borba (Belgrade) state that Yugoslavia 
scheduled export 80,000 pairs shoes Poland and 90,000 
pair the Soviet Union this year, more than the entire shoe 
export during 1954. 


concrete steel (3,000 tons), steel wire (1,000 tons), parts 
for railway rolling stock ($550,000), mining equipment 
machinery and replacement parts, locomotives, 
tools, etc. ($700,000), electrical measuring instruments 
($150,000), transformer oil (1,000 tons), toluene (2,000 
tons), other chemical and pharmaceutical products 
electrodes etc. 

Yugoslavia and Romania signed their first trade agree- 
ment since the 1948 break March 24, 1955. This agree- 
ment, valid through March 31, 1956, provides for ex- 
change million worth goods each direction. 
Yugoslavia’s principal exports are be: rolled wire, steel 
pipe, caustic soda, calcium carbide, tannin, DDT, mag- 
nesite, chrome-magnesite, chrome ore and concentrates, 
pyrite concentrates, sulphite cellulose, cigarette paper, 
hemp, agricultural implements, nails, enamel-ware, fish, 
machinery, etc. return, Romania pledged: petroleum 
products, gasoline, petroleum-coke, carbon-black, dyes, 
varnishes, medicinal oils, newsprint, oil equipment, etc. 

Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union signed 1955 trade 
agreement January 1955 for the mutual exchange 
$20 million worth goods. the second trade 
agreement concluded between the two countries since 
the 1948 break. The previous agreement, signed Oc- 
tober 1954, called for million exchange until the 
end the year. Under the new agreement Yugoslavia 
export: meat (6,000 tons), canned meat (1,000 tons), sheep 
guts (40,000 bundles), tobacco (2,000 tons), hemp (2,000 
tons), calcium carbide (1,500 tons), caustic soda (3,000 
tons), calcined soda (1,500 tons), spirits (4,000 tons), 
leather ($500,000), plywood ($500,000), cigarette paper 
(300 tons), woolen textiles ($1,000,000), and sundry ma- 
chinery and metal products ($500,000). The Soviets are 
expected export: cotton (5,000 tons), crude oil 
000 tons), aviation gasoline (4,000 tons), newsprint (4,000 
tons), anthracite coal (15,000 tons), manganese ore (3,000 
tons), sundry petroleum products ($200,000), asbestos 
($500,000), chemical and pharmaceutical products ($500, 
000), magnesium ($15,000), and sundry machinery and 
metal products ($500,000). complimentary Yugoslav- 
USSR protocol July 30, 1955 increases the value the 
original agreement 60%, $12 million each way. Yugo- 
slavia adds barite, the Soviets tin, nickel, and synthetic 
rubber. 


Patterns and Conclusions 


There little doubt that the Soviet Union’s trade offen- 
sive the Balkans and the Near East has increased greatly 
the past two years, although the facts this offensive and 
the extent trade penetration have not been marked the 
West. also significant comment the conditions 
the Soviet bloc area that exports the bloc from the 
Balkans and the Near East constitute far greater increase 
than imports from the Soviet orbit. For the first time, the 
Near Eastern countries can show extensive export sur- 
plus their trade with the Communist world, resulting 
principally from increased Soviet purchases from Egypt 
and Turkey. 

Near Eastern exports the bloc increased approximately 


TRADE relations between the R.P.R. and Greece have been expanded 
first since the end the second world war. 


@ Photo: Mr. Nikolas Anissas, Minister Plenipotentiary within the Greek Ministry of 
Foreign Attairs and Chairman of the economic delegation, sens the agreement 


order get full information about the growing export and import 
our country (with view completing the 
goods appended the Rumanian-Egyptian trade agreement, signed 
Cairo the beginning this year) March the Egyptian Government 
sent the economic delegation headed 
Hassan Ragab, Egypt’s Deputy Minister War. Betore leaving 
Bucharest, press conference was held delegation 
with the participation representatives the 
foreign press correspondents and leaders Rumania’s 
trade. 


The photo features an aspect of the conference. In the front row, from right to letr: 
Marcel Popescu. Foreign Trade Minister of the R.P.R., Cieneral Hassan Ragab, 
Egypr’s Deputy Minister of War and leader of the Exyptian delegation, and Gh. Savin, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce of the PRR. 


Typical the Soviet trade offensive 
tures like those above showing various foreign 
and Communist officials signing trade treaties 

Romanian Foreign Trade 


(Bucharest), August, 1954 


56.7% over 1953, while imports increased 25.9%. com- 
pared 1952, however, the increase was considerably less: 
24.4% for exports and 10.1% for imports. 

The Communists, moreover, are encouraging Near East- 


nicians are sent help set the installations purchased 
and train local personnel. This interchange offers multi- 
fold opportunities for political indoctrination and aggrand- 


izement. Further, these completed installations are then 
ern purchase complete industrial installations, trend dependent Communist countries for replacement parts, 


paralleling the one evident the Far East. Such often for technical advice, and sometimes for special kinds 
give the Communists several important advantages. 
mits exchange technical personnel. Technicians from elsewhere, the Communists are forwarding their poli- 


underdeveloped countries are sent Communist countries with what they think is—at the moment—the tie that 
for technical training and Communist engineers and tech- 


binds: foreign trade. 


Corrigenda “Soviet Trade Offensive: West the June 1955 issue News From Behind the Iron Curtain: 


Para. Line Original 


Page Column 


Correction 


the northeast section Finland the northeast section Finland 
ceded USSR 
has increased substantially, from has increased 
$63.3 million exports from $63.3 million 
beet-root seeds ($286,000) various seeds, including beet-root 


seeds, $286,000 ($29,000) 


cocoa beans tons 
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Crime 
under 


Communism 


“The social and political regime con- 
tains elements which bring out any vicious ten- 
dencies man.” (Soviet State and Law 
No. 1947) 


assert that the nature capitalist so- 
ciety breeds criminals and fosters crime. Indeed, according 
Marxist-Leninist doctrine, crime phenomenon 
class society, symptom the class war” (Great Soviet En- 
cyclopedia, 1937). Communist society, where there 
conflict between rulers and ruled, there can ob- 
jective cause for crime. Where crime does appear, its source 
remnants capitalism the human mind and 
the influence hostile propaganda” (Panstwo Prawo 
[Warsaw], May 1951). 

Crime Communist society, being manifestation 
friction and social disorder, affront Communism’s 
self-image. figures are ever released the incidence 
crime the Soviet Union Satellites. However, not 
only the incidence but also the nature criminal activity 
can tell much about conditions society. And precisely 
because the press regime-controlled, possible de- 
duce from the crimes publicized what the regime cam- 
paigning against and therefore what its predominant 
anxieties and objectives are. 


Legality” 


The chief philosophical difference between democracy and 
totalitarianism lies the concept the relation between 
the individual and society. Rather than adapting society 
man, Communism seeks bend relative man abso- 
lute society—the State. This reflected the Communist 
system law and order, the so-called “Socialist legality.” 
the words Kalman Czako, former Prosecutor General 
Hungary: “The vital element Socialist legality the 
Communist Party’s policy, and the goals the government 
the Socialist State based this policy.” (Jogrudomanyi 
Kozlony {Budapest Legal September 1953.) 


Above: Below: Losses. 


Urzica (Bucharest), January 20, 1955 


The legal system wielded instrument the Com- 
munist regime’s drive consolidate and extend its hold 
over society. This accords with the Marxist tenet that 
all times and all societies, the legal system created the 
dominant class protect the existing order and its own 
social and economic interests. Far from repudiating this 
principle, the Communists hold it. The dispensation 
justice under the law not independent, still less impar- 
tial: its avowed purpose “to protect the interests the 
proletariat” and its dictatorship. 

The Communist regimes the captive countries have 
promulgated new criminal codes patterned that the 
Soviet Union. (Poland, the exception, still observes the 1932 
Criminal Code with Communist amendments and restric- 
tions, and new Code being drafted.) substance and 
spirit these criminal codes are all one. The Communist 
Code does not embody the Western juridical principle 
strictly defining the acts which are considered crimes. In- 
stead states broadly that every act failure act 
“which endangers the State economic order” criminal 
offense.* 


The Communist Criminal Code divides crimes into political 
and “other.” Political crimes such treason, espionage, and 
ideological deviation are separate subject not considered here. 


Simple Accounting 


Thus justice has objective meaning and the law 
explicit formulation. Legislation and law enforcement are 
contingent the shifting needs the State. the first 
postwar years, the legal apparatus was employed mainly 
exterminate the bourgeoisie and the political opposition 
the Communist Party. Then the attention the courts 
was focused the Stalinist industrialization program, and 
accordingly the laws, decrees and penalties controlling labor 
became more numerous and stringent. 1954 and 1955 
brought relaxation pressure the industrial workers, 
due the change emphasis and tone called for the 
New Course. 

survey the kinds crime appearing with greatest 
frequency the current Communist press indicates regime 
concern over these particular situations: resistance the 
State’s new agricultural drive, and sudden increase 
crimes against “Socialist” property, with concomitant cor- 
ruption the State and Party bureaucracy. 


Crime Class 


The equation justice with the needs the State has 
created whole genre crimes and violations unknown 
the free world. Nonfulfillment production plans, 
nondelivery farm quotas, failure plant certain crops, 
are criminal lapses. The disposition such cases linked 
directly the principal economic preoccupations the 
regime. Thus, the recently renewed drive increase agri- 
cultural output and resume collectivization the Satellite 
area brought parallel increase the number trials 
peasants, particularly March and April the 
Budapest newspapers alone reported over 100 such trials. 
the same period last year none were reported these 
papers. 

Combatting crime this sort represented cam- 
paign the continuing class struggle. The thesis that 
these crimes stem from unreconciled class interests, that 
not actually committed, they are the least inspired and 
instigated “class the courts’ role the 
present agricultural drive crack down the 
Czechoslovak Justice Zdenka Patschova’s declaration that 
“to unmask the true face the kulaks the primary task 
criminal proceedings,” quoted Rude Pravo, March 28, 
1952, once more the battle cry 1955. 

For “intentionally undermining the working morale the 
Vaclavice kolkhoz, failing work prepare the land and 
insure the basic supplies for the livestock” and for “not 
fulfilling the prescribed deliveries,” four Czecho- 
slovakia were sentenced prison terms three seven 
years, their property confiscated the State and their 
families deported (Cesta Miru [Liberec], July 18, 1953). 
Romania, Scinteia Tineretului (Bucharest), December 
1954, reported that the Toplita district court had fined 
and sentenced kulak six months imprisonment because 
his delivery the State was short four sacks grain. An- 
other was fined the same court 1,800 for “de- 
lay surrendering State quotas.” Five farmers Hungary 
are tried the charge “refusing grow sugar 
beet” according Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), April 13. 


The newspaper said the State had ordered the farmers 
plant number hectares with this crop; the farmers had 
refused comply, claiming that the soil was unsuitable and 
the State price too low. Similarly, three kulaks Szolnok 
have been “detained for refusing, spite repeated 
warnings, comply with their sugar beet sowing obliga- 
(Radio Budapest, April 

The Hungarian paper Dunantuli Naplo March 
27, described the case Vendel Molnar, farmer from 
Basak village who was indicted for failing sow four 
hold spring wheat (one hold 1.42 acres 
gave the following report: 


The article 


Vendel Molnar, who was excluded from the kolkhoz last 
autumn, spread wrong ideas among the kolkhoz members, 
particularly the notion that not worth while grow 
wheat because the ‘State’s] prices are too low. ... 

“This spring the Local Council urged him sow the 
four hold wheat. did not sow it, said, because 
did not have the seed. Then made the excuse that 
had horses (he had had team before but sold 
during the winter). 

“So the Local Council made arrangement with the 
MTS which undertook sow the wheat, but this time 
Molnar argued that had money pay for it. The 
MTS management said could have credit until the new 
crops were in. 

“This time had excuse, simply declared 
was not willing sow the four hold compulsory spring 
wheat. 

“The Local Council reported him the district prose- 
office Pecs, which has started proceedings against 
him.” 


(Peter Ruffy, journalist and active spokesman for the 
New Course, demonstrated November 10, 1954, article 
Beke Szabadsag that wheat sowing 
warding” for the farmer because the exorbitant delivery 
quotas. The village which Ruffy took case, Szabads- 
zentikisaly, near Bakas, where Vendel Molnar lives and 
tries argue the same way). 

The intensified agricultural drive has resulted num- 
ber acts violence: Radio Budapest reported April 
that kulak owning holds land had attacked the 
chairman his Local Council for having reminded him 
his compulsory sowing obligations.” According Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw), June the organizer collective farm 
Wegrzynowiec (Poland) was fatally beaten group 
peasants whose land was expropriated for the collective. 
The leader was sentenced death. 

major trial reported Radio Budapest, eleven per- 
sons, including five former landowner and 
priest, were accused “attempting hinder the Socialist 
transformation agriculture and inciting 
working peasants disrupt the collectives.” addition 
collecting arms and “producing fascist for this 
purpose, they allegedly “set fire the fodder stocks the 
Elet collective Mezonyarad, causing serious damage.” 

The legal and moral prejudice against the kulak ex- 
emplified this interpretation murder case from the 
Hungarian newspaper the Bihar County town 
Szentpeter, worker named Kovacs had stabbed 


| 


death kolkhoz peasant, Joseph Vetesi. The newspaper 
recounted how the two men, who were old friends, were 
drinking together tavern when some “kulaks” 
nearby table started “to ridicule the workers’ songs” they 
were singing. Kovacs hurled two beer glasses the 
whereupon Vetesi, “who had cooler head,” 
threw Kovacs out the tavern forestall fight. Kovacs, 
humiliated this treatment, stalked his erstwhile friend 
and attacked him with knife. 

the article continued, “further police inves- 
tigation showed that Kovacs’ thirst for revenge had not 
been engendered this tavern incident. had been in- 
stilled him insidious kulak named Albert Ekes who 
had cunningly persuaded Kovacs that Vetesi was interested 
his wife. Ekes had lured victims like Kovacs the home 
his cohort, Mrs. Meszaros. There, workers like Kovacs 
were plied with liquor, forced listen Western radio 
stations, and incited against the Hungarian regime.” The 
court sentenced Kovacs years imprisonment and the 
kulak years. Neplap observed that “the sad death 
Joseph Vetesi excellent example how far kulaks 
their anti-State activities.” 


Industrial 


earlier phase “implementing Socialism,” the 
phase building heavy industry and raising industrial 
productivity, the legal system was used weapon con- 
trol and stabilize the labor force. Absenteeism and unau- 
thorized leaving changing jobs were liable criminal 
prosecution. The Polish decree March 1950, “to pre- 
vent the dissolution workers’ cadres professions oc- 
cupations important the Socialized economy” provides 
that “trained persons those occupations vital the 
economy can obliged remain for prescribed time 
[where they are employed] their present positions 
other positions suitable their Romania’s 
Decree No. 207 November 21, 1951, stipulated that 
leaving employment without permission could punished 
imprisonment for months,to year, and under the 
same decree, doctors granting “unwarranted” medical 
leave workers could sentenced prison for from one 
five years and heavily fined. During this period 
Czechoslovakia, delinquent workers were regularly sent 
jail and could also deported, the typical case 
group construction workers Ostrava, who were or- 
dered leave the city after serving their prison sentences 
build Ostrava honor and these shift- 
skippers [absentees] not deserve it.” (Nova Svoboda [Os- 
trava], August 1953). 

January 1954, this newspaper published the case 
group miners sentenced prison for having 
fully and without excuse been absent and thus hindered 
the operations [of the mine] thus committing the pun- 
ishable act endangering the State economic plan” (ac- 
cording section 135/1 the Criminal Code, under 
which they were sentenced). This was one the last news- 
paper accounts reporting prison sentences for violation 
work discipline. Since that time, the practice these cases 
impose so-called “corrective measures” (administered 


the national committees, not the courts). general 
this involves down-grading the worker’s job and reducing 
his wages for specified period without depriving him 
his liberty. Prace (Prague) January 1953, wrote signifi- 
cantly this type penalty that may imposed 
upon offenders from the ranks the workers and 
case upon independent tradesmen, including those who 
were tradesmen the past.” Thus were the organs jus- 
tice explicitly directed discriminate between people 
the basis their occupations social origins. 


Rooting out and liquidating the former business class 
still regime preoccupation. Although the campaign has 
lost some its initial heat, the press still launches attacks 
tradesmen who resisted State seizure their property 
and who concealed hoarded goods. Prace, January 17, 
1953, states that 1930 there were over 500,000 independ- 
ent businessmen Czechoslovakia and that, seems that 
almost every case involving these people results the 
same findings: the discovery hidden goods worth hun- 
dreds and thousands koruny, illegal currency, gold, 
jewels, other valuables. evident that these elements 
have attempted deceive the State. The people’s organs, 
especially the local national committees, must watch these 
elements closely.” 

Under the title “An Incorrigible Opponent National- 
ization,” Rude Pravo (Prague), February 15, 1955, report- 
that the Prague police “have succeeded uncovering 
the goods which were withheld the 62-year-old former 
businessman Bohumil Pastyrik during the transfer his 
medical supply business the State enterprise ‘Sanitas.’ 
twelve places, Prague, Domazlice, Hradec, Lasovice and 
Melnik, hid truckloads goods with people 
adverse the People’s Democratic State. the hide- 
out his stepbrother alone seven-ton truck was required 
bring out all the goods.” Pastyrik had “attracted the 
attention the police his idle manner living.” 

Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), January 1954, described 
the activities jeweler, his wife and his brother 
hoarding gold. These “hamsters” were seen the middle 
the night digging holes the Lomnice cemetery 
which they buried gold; they also hid hollow statue 
Christ, the kitchen clock, door frame. They did 
not even know how much gold they had; however, the 
police “took inventory for them completely free charge,” 
and found nine kilograms gold, silver, and garnets 
equalling year’s supply raw materials for the Granat 
cooperative Turnove.” April 1955, Rude Pravo 
reported “the exposure two more parasites, the Zaludky 
brothers, former owners wholesale textile companies 
Gottwaldov and Trencin and six apartment houses and 
large farm Vitova.” The men had stored away allegedly 
huge quantities textiles, plus paintings, diamond rings, 
etc. “With the amount textile material their posses- 
sions, the entire population medium-size village could 

Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), May 11, reported that 


a 


Hungarian shopkeeper, Janos Frater, was convicted 
having concealed 220,000 forints worth goods when his 
store was nationalized. house search three kilograms 
gold and foreign currency were also discovered. Frater 
was sentenced years prison and confiscation all 
his property. 

The Hungarian Supreme Court handed down signifi- 
cant opinion the case village shopkeeper charged 
with continuing practice his trade without license after 
his shop had been nationalized. The Court ruled: de- 
was determined practice his trade; was un- 
willing accept the principles Socialist coexistence and 
refused adapt himself the Socialist way life. 
continued trade without license, and spite the 
fact that sold his goods less than current prices 
italics added] his activities and his whole attitude implied 
effort increase profits and expand his business. For 

No. 40, 1953) was referred lower court with the 
that the defendant sentenced prison 
lor one ten years. 

Thus sufficient for the court deduce the existence 
“negative attitudes” order send man prison. 
not necessary establish that there has been material 
damage order prove the existence crime. 


Common Crime 


protest defy State social and economic policy 
totalitarian state ipso facto commit crime. Equally 
revelation the nature Communist society the fact 
that common crimes, far from waning, are admittedly 
the rise. Juvenile ‘causing 
concern, especially Poland. special militia detail 
has been formed Warsaw combat hooliganism among 
Polish youth. Radio Katowice, April 19, reported that four 
hooligans from the village Barowe had assaulted and 
seriously injured teacher. Polish provincial newspaper 
reported recently that Communist Youth League official 
the town Prudnik had been fatally beaten group 
youths who attacked him the railroad station. Slowo 
Powszechne, June 14, carried account fight 
Grochow which started when some students came the aid 
person attacked hooligans near the Student Home. 
The students had wait for three hours for help from the 
militia. The militia was reported “afraid intervene be- 
cause has rubber The paper said that 
there are too many hooligans and drunkards for the militia 
handle and the penalties imposed these offenders are 
inadequate. 

The persistence anti-social behavior embarrassing 
those who believe the possibility perfect society 
and who maintain their peoples that they possess—in- 
deed monopolize—the means for its realization. prin- 
ciple, violent crimes are rarely mentioned the Com- 
munist press. But sometimes such crimes are exploited for 
propaganda purposes. such instances, the press account 
will indicate close link between the crime and the ex- 
ample and influence the capitalist West, where gangsters 
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Caption: “Watch it, better scram, there’s somebody coming!” 
“Relax, it’s only ordinary cop.” 
Szpilki (Warsaw), January 1955 


were invented. When criminals try flee the country, the 
attempt will reported such way imply that all 
escapees are dangerous criminals, that only gangsters evad- 
ing justice would wish cross the border the West. 
Prace (Prague), January 15, reviewed the case 
youth charged with having committed thefts. was 
alleged “have spread over all the stolen goods cover 
embroidered with the flag the United States.” The 
paper queried: “Why did commit these Was 
from hunger? No, nothing that sort can happen here. 
There plenty work for eryone, and everyone has the 
opportunity make good living. The young criminal 
Vaclav took look the American way life, shied away 
from honest work, and wished imitate the American 
gangsters.” The boy was also accused having attempted 
flee the country. Prace observed that “had his escape at- 
tempt succeeded, the age could have become 
least American diversionist-agent. certainly had 
the professional qualifications for it.” 
Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), February 21, 1954, depicted 
the background criminal gang like terms: 
“Toward evening group young boys used meet 
little house Rychvaldov Street. There, year-old 
Bedrich Benda with his friends Musiol, Vajda and Franec 
spent their time reading. They chose the most interesting 
type thrillers: [stories of] guns, robberies, gangster raids. 
‘Good’ literature goes well with ‘good’ radio program. 


You can choose for yourself there something for all 


tastes. Benda’s group chose: the Voice Free Europe. 

“This was the moral and political preparation for things 
come. April 1951 they founded ‘organization.’ 
They had great plans and needed the means realize 
them. Their earnings were not sufficient 
steal. 


they began 
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“The gang began stealing and two 
blankets from car; then two typewriters, telephone and 
leather briefcase disappeared from the national enterprise 
Prefa; month later meters electric wire; Novem- 
ber they stealing radio set and phono- 
graph. All the stolen things were serve means for 
obtaining money buy ammunition and weapons for 
further action. 

“The gang grew larger and after time began or- 
ganize dangerous sabotage activities—gangster-style, with 
masks their faces and guns their hands. They directed 
their terroristic activities toward attacking citizens and 
obtaining more weapons. They tried break into the 
Stachanov plant Vrbice, order steal explosives for 
blowing factories and other buildings. Aside from 
further thefts, they plotted acts terror against members 
the State Police, border guards, plant militia, and the 
functionaries State and public offices. 

“Finally the young criminals began have fears about 
being caught. They tried flee the country and were ap- 
prehended East Germany and brought trial. The 
Ostrava district court sentenced Benda 12, Musiol 
and Gasior years’ imprisonment.” 


Connection with hostile political forces was indicated 
Radio report May the arrest Tibor 
Gulyas, whom the broadcast identified the nephew 
“the notorious Party leader Dezso 
founded the opposition “Freedom Party” 1946. left 
Hungary 1947 and now lives the United States). 
Radio Budapest claimed that Gulyas “had long criminal 
record and was guilty new crimes, including stealing 
and embezzling, committed since August 1954.” 


Crimes Against State Property Soar 


recent months there has been conspicuous 
the number thefts and “irregular practices” oc- 
curring throughout the area. Alarm mounting over the 
crimes against State property. recent speech Radio 
Budapest, Justice Vilmos Olti warned: “There much 
looting the people’s property Hungary. Crimes 
against social public] property are growing like weeds 
untilled field, despite the fact that the law very 
strict punishing these Annual audits Hun- 
garian State enterprises the end the year resulted 
numerous arrests employees for petty thefts. Ro- 
mania, Radio Bucharest broadcast the following court sen- 
tences one day (April 7): electrician sentenced 
the Campina district court five years’ forced labor for 
stealing nine electric meters and other devices from the 
plant where worked the Bucharest Railway Court 
imposed the same penalty two workers convicted 
stealing wood from railway cars the Ploesti people’s 
court sentenced defendant four years imprisonment 
for thefts from kolkhoz warehouse. 


February 22, Nepszava (Budapest), commenting 
the number such cases appearing the current press, 
asked: the reason for the increase this kind 
crime?” The paper judged that “perhaps the memory 
the past still alive the minds the people, the mem- 


ory that era when such acts were considered virtually 
heroic, when the persons committing such acts felt they 
were simply extracting their rightful share from the State.” 
Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw) took even more negative 
view the situation. “It indeed bitter said 
its January issue, “that the property the capitalists 
was treated with better care than our public property 
today.” 

Nepszava waging campaign against 
practice apparently rampant. According the 
“filcher” never buys streetcar ticket, but simply ducks the 
conductor; steal bricks and mortar from the nearest 
construction project, and works the railroad 
takes home enough coal and wood heat his house. Said 
Nepszava: “In the factories they have motto: “Take 
home only the things that will fit snugly into pocket. 
piece pipe today, tomorrow screwdriver pound 

The same problem harrying the other Satellite regimes. 
Prace May reported that the Kosice Meat 
Processing Plant the employees were carrying away slices 
meat wallets, books, etc. The Prague paper Svoboda, 
August 1953, wrote: “Not long ago, guest leaving the 
restaurant the Slavonic house aroused the attention 
the waiter his unusual attire. From under his coat 
length white material was trailing. was piece the 
The paper said that the month July 
alone, guests left the restaurant without paying. ad- 
dition, least soup and coffee spoons daily disappear 
from the restaurant. 

Poland, the Gdansk paper Dziennik Baltycki, April 
accused the Ministry the Meat and Dairy Industry 
trying whitewash the fact that cream constantly being 
pilfered route the State enterprises. According 
the paper, the Ministry reports the stolen amount cream 
“The Decrease the Units Butter Fat During Trans- 
The newspaper’s editors demanded know 


Caption: After [a] building declared completed, the latches, 
bells, doorknobs, start disappearing strange 
manner. 


Szpilki (Warsaw) March 20, 1955 


the meaning this “fancy The Ministry re- 
plied: “Simply theft!” The authorities explained that the 
cream skimmed off employees and water added 
the milk make the measure. 

Taken singly these are minor crimes, but the cumu- 
lative damage staggering, according Munka (Buda- 
pest), November 12. The paper blamed the relaxation 
discipline under the New Course for the situation, charging 
that under the New Course “squandering material re- 
sources reached considerable proportions inflicted 
damage the national economy.” The paper said 
that damage the State farms alone estimated 600 
million forints; and that furthermore, most this was 
thefts from the property the farms. “If the damage suf- 
fered the State Farms—which equivalent the an- 
nual wages 50,000 workers earning 1000 forints month 

-is great, the total losses suffered the same way 
all branches the economy represent enormous amount 
stolen from the pockets the workers.” 

factories, the quantities raw goods, tools and other 
articles stolen are huge, according the same paper. “Very 
often individuals take instruments, tools, raw materials, 
also partly finished and finished products. Some steal tools 
that they may then apply for license open small 
industrial plant their Others want replenish 
their personal workshops. Stealing wood for fences 
common. Paint constantly stolen. the collective and 
State farms, certain individuals stock their pantries with 
food from the communal storehouse, and feed their own 
livestock from the State barn.” 

Because negligent control large 
amounts goods are taken out the communal ware- 
houses: persons can wander freely into the 
warehouses; the control the gates lax that full car- 
loads goods can taken out without being noticed.” 

Munca pointed out that the total savings effected 
rationalization industry and agriculture during 1954 


Title: the home former MTS mechanic. 


Caption: “You have good tools here, Johnny! 
“Of course, comrade; was not the ‘day’ stole the 
MTS.” (To “steal the day” Hungarian means 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), May 12, 1955 


was 230 million “By comparing this gain, obtained 
through much planning and hard work, with the loss rep- 
resented goods stolen from the common property 
otherwise squandered, the seriousness the situation 
quite clear.” 

article Pravda (Bratislava), April 20, expressed 
concern over the “surprising with which pilfering was 
going the village kolkhoz Velky Grob—due the 
fact that the management itself was engaged stealing. 
Thus the former chairman the kolkhoz was caught steal- 
ing corn the very man had assigned guard the 
corn. The new chairman was accused being indifferent 
this state affairs, taking the view that “it was pilfering 
when farmers stole from the landlords, but now that every- 
thing our own, not 


Selj-Help 

Managers farms, factories, stores and collection centers 
exploit their advantageous positions regard raw ma- 
terials, goods, and funds. January issue the Sofia 
paper Zemedelsko Zname charged that the managers 
many kolkhozes “commit frauds, neglect equipment, and 
unpunished.” output many such farms has been 
decreasing year year,” said the paper. one farmer 
put it, ‘in our kolkhoz you can steal not just the sack, 
but the Pravda (Bratislava) reported 
January that “theft and fraud are rife State farms 
and industrial paper charged that farm 
and plant managers circumvent the regulations governing 
the payrolls and time sheets. some instances officials 
build houses for themselves out the State-owned con- 
struction materials. 

Borba (Sofia), September 1954, gave the details 
such case. Konstantin Gogev, the store man- 
ager the Leskovets, had earlier been re- 
ceiver for compulsory grain deliveries, which time “he 
regularly gave false doctored delivery receipts private 
For this service, said Borba, was paid half 
the value the delivery free market prices. 
the State prices have meaning such transactions!” 
Borba observed. 

This was only the beginning for Gogev. January 
1954, received load poles for the local 
vineyards and vegetable gardens. Because the great de- 
mand for wood heat houses, Gogev sold the poles fire- 
wood. the State sugar refinery Orechovitsa’, 
Gogev sold poles graded first quality, 1.60 apiece. 
although they were actually second quality, worth .66 leva. 
collaboration with the wagon-drivers, developed 
system falsifying receipts. further managed steal 
600 kilograms vegetable oil, wool, and other articles 
the amount 54,000 

Czechoslovakia, electrical goods, motors, 
steel, colored metals, sheets glass, chemicals, paper, oil, 
candles and soap valued 1,300,000 koruny were found 
the house Josef Vesely, manager the warehouse 
the State enterprise “Sana” Neratovice, according 
Prace, May 14, 1953. Also involved were former director 
“Sana” and the reorganizer the enterprise who, be- 
sides appropriating large quantities toilet soap for him- 
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Caption: How Some Farmers Visualize the “Increase Yield”. 
farmer shown the collective farm (JZD) 
warehouse and taking home. 


Dikobraz (Prague), March 10, 1955 


self, permitted his employees take construction material 
for repairing their houses. Vesely was sentenced years 
imprisonment and confiscation his entire property. 

The Romanian newspaper Steagul Rosu (Bucharest), 
December 29, 1954, described how peasants making deliver- 
ies ORACA (the State collection agency) Rosiorii 
Vede, the Bucharest region, were being regularly swin- 
dled group agents who had succeeded enrolling the 
ORACA director himself. short weighing, the agents 
stole one instance over 1000 kilograms pork which 
they sold third party. other cases, use forged 
vouchers, delivery slips and counterfeit rubber stamps, they 
“stole right and from the peasants making livestock 
deliveries. The newspaper article said that the dishonest 
agents and the director “have caused much disturbance 
among the peasants” and must mercilessly punished 
the State. 


Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), March 30, reported the tria! 
band meat speculators headed Antonin 
manager the smoked meats department, and other offi- 
cials the Ostrava Meat Industry enterprise. The man- 
ager, who received 22-year prison sentence, was charac- 
terized Nova Svoboda man who had never rid 
himself his entrepreneur tendencies.” 


Black Market 


Pilfering, stealing, and speculating goods are char- 
acteristic conditions scarcity and unstable cur- 
rency. The shortage consumer goods, particularly 
foodstuffs, has made the black market fixed feature 
life the Soviet bloc. According Radio Kossuth (Buda- 
pest), April 13, the district court Heves recently tried 
ten speculators from Tarnabod involved illegal cattle 
deals. The radio said that “the audacity the speculators 
grew extreme that they reserved freight cars for them- 
selves and took many head cattle vari- 
ous markets rail.” 

Illegal slaughter and sale meat carried out wide 
scale the villages. this connection, the personal story 
butcher from the Hungarian town Ajak illumi- 
nating. From 1951 until his escape, this butcher made his 
living solely the illegal purchase and slaughter live- 
stock which then sold the “free” market. bought 
young calves from farmers outside the village who, pro- 
tect themselves, told the authorities that the animals had 
been born dead. also purchased livestock the local 
markets, using gypsies buying agents. 

The butcher sold this meat prices ranging from 
forints per kilogram. Since “legal” meat was always 
short supply, his customers included two priests, the direc- 
tor the State store, the wives the local Party chair- 
man and secretary, Secret Police lieutenant, 
corporal and the town’s two police informers. Thus, 
attempt was ever made curtail his activities. 

Radio Warsaw, March accused virtually the entire 
population one Polish town black marketeering. The 
town, Garwolin, engaged the fur-processing industry. 
The radio said that “although there State cooperative, 
every second house Garwolin illegal tannery. The 
calculation simple: four raw hides cost 200 zlotys, the 
tanning 300 zlotys, and the finished fur—3000 zlotys. This 
how the Garwolin millionaires are made. 


Defrauding the State 


order mask production failures and obtain un- 
earned prizes and premiums, factory and kolkhoz man- 
agers frequently resort falsifying production records. 
Front (Sofia), February reported the con- 
viction the chairman kolkhoz the Tolbuchin dis- 
trict for fraud and theft. The defendant was accused 
reports cleverly that the regime presented him 
with high award for production 1951. Radio Buda- 
pest, November 17, reported the arrest the director 
the Gyor Foundry and Forge Works, Robert Lamm. The 
prosecutor’s report “had revealed how was possible for 


the Gyor works show month month that was 
overfulfilling the Plan while was actually operating 
amounting millions.” The director and his accom- 
plices had distributed 140,000 forints unearned pre- 
miums. 

According Radio Kossuth, March 15, legal proceed- 
ings had been started against director the Dimavag 
machine factory, the chief dispatcher, the dispatcher and 
the quality-controller for turning false which 
they “hindered the fulfillment the Plan and wrongfully 
premiums amounting several thousand forints.” 
Nepszava, May 26, article criticizing laxity norm 
fulfillment industry, reported that the Ministry Coal 
had passed sentence “disciplinary measures and crim- 
inal impeachment” managers and leading technicians 
the Anna and Marty mines Diosgyor. The two mines 
had dispatched coal twenty-ton wagons the Lenin 
Metallurgical Works and the power plant Kazincsbarack 
without weighing the coal. The coal was accepted without 
checking the weight the loads. each the 20-ton 
wagons only tons coal had actually been loaded; the 
was then reported overfulfillment the plan 
and illegally recompensed wage premiums worth over 
half million forints. 

Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), January 16, reported that 
the director the MTS Stara Zagora, with the help 
the chief accountant, had last year handed false report 
their spring field work and unlawfully received sum 
10,460 leva prizes for overfulfilling the plan. The 
paper commented that “these cases which managers 
place local private interests above the interests the 
State are not rare.” 

order accumulate the maximum investment capital 
speed industrialization, the Communist State has fol- 
lowed policy reducing the wage-funds minimum 
(chiefly continually raising the work norms). But many 
factories have not been keeping within the wage budgets 
set for them the State. Overpayment wages has been 
noted Hungary and Czechoslovakia the regime cam- 
paign against “evidences Social i.e., fav- 
oritism toward the workers the part management and 
trade unions. Pravda January 13, denounced 
“circumvention wage policy. the brigade center 
Stakcin, they [the management] credited workers with 
hours not worked, and gave incorrect descriptions job 
classifications, some cases dividing one task into several 
Rabotnichesko Delo, January 16, reported that the 
management the “G. coal pit Bulgaria 
had overspent its budget 3,800,000 leva, raising produc- 
tion costs nearly percent. report the 1955 
national budget, Deputy Deglavs told the Latvian Supreme 
Soviet March that tolerance the part large 
number State Ministries the overexpenditure wage 
iunds was “the most flagrant violation State discipline” 
calling for severe measures against the culprits. 


Serious Implications 


The complicity Party and State officials the cir- 
cumvention laws and regulations significant aspect 


the situation. Time after time, “responsible” servants 
the regime, from the village Party secretary high 
tionaries State Ministries, are compromised cases 
swindle, graft and fraud. 

Last November, kolkhoz exposed Bulgaria 
was serious require the personal intervention 
Premier Vulko Chervenkov, Vice Premier Anton 
and Ministers Georgi Traykov and Todor Zhivkov. The 
scandal arose out theft tons wheat from the 
kolkhoz Chomakovsti village the kolkhoz chairman 
Boris and two accomplices. But was the at- 
tempt the local Party Committee—particularly the Party 
secretary the kolkhoz—and the local court 
cover for the offenders which “so aroused the members 
the kolkhoz” that was necessary for officials the 
Central Committee the Communist Party and the Coun- 
cil Ministers step in. These authorities, after making 
investigation the scene, ruled that the accused 
handed over the Supreme Prosecutor the Republic 
and, satisfy the kolkhoz members, tried publicly 
the village. The District Party Committee Vrasta was 
charged with determining the culpability the local 
ple’s council and Party Committee connection with the 
crime. 

group officials the Bulgarian Ministry 
Trade were recently convicted taking part 
transactions between foreign capitalist firms and certain 
departments the Ministry. Radio Sofia, December 14, 
reported 

“The Sofia Okrug [District] Court has publicly examined 
the case against group private trade representatives 
and officials certain import and export departments 
the Ministry Foreign Trade who, under the guise 
work their trade firms, have carried out spying and 
speculative activities, causing loss our foreign trade and 
national economy. 

“The court has established that the past few years 
former businessmen Vangel Topalov, Eduard Hermann, 
and Petur Tanchev have through their criminal activities, 
violated the law prohibiting private persons from acting 
intermediaries concluding business transactions. 

“Taking advantage lack vigilance the part 
some employees, they obtained means bribery im- 
portant confidential information which they 
for their criminal activities the service the capitalist 

“In this manner they bribed the accused 
employed the sundry-goods export trade enterprise; 
Balabanov, employed the metal import trade 
enterprise; Mindov, former manager the cinema- 
tographic department; and Popev, employed the 
electric construction department the Ministry Electri- 
fication—all whom were former businessmen and repre- 


The court sentenced Tapalov years imprisonment 
and the others from six ten years, plus full partial 
confiscation property. 

tax fraud the Hungarian town Hodmezovasarhely 
was disclosed Radio Kossuth, April broad- 
cast said that the town court had passed sentence 
criminal gang 22, headed cheating tax The 
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Caption: Peter Ivanovich talks things should keep quiet 
about. (Document briefease marked 


They Are Well-Matched 


And Ivan Petrovich keeps quiet about things should mention. 
Krokodil (Moscow), April 20, 1953 


tax collectors, collusion with “kulaks” and others who 
bribed them, cancelled 73,000 forints tax arrears, al- 
though payments had been made. return for this 
service, the three tax officials accepted 30,000 forints and 
large amounts produce and livestock from the bribers. 
The officials were sentenced eight, six and three years 
imprisonment. 

unusual variation the usual theme occurred re- 
cently Bulgaria when the State found itself the posi- 
tion attacking government violation against private 
rather than State property. According Radio Sofia, Oc- 
tober 21, 1954, the Bulgarian Council Ministers had de- 
livered public reprimand the people’s council Yam- 
bol for its and arbitrary seizure private land” 
which the council had expropriated from the owners 
1951 order set Pioneer camp. The Council 
Ministers ordered the owners compensated with real estate 
equivalent value from the State land fund. 

Romania’s Radio Brasov, December 10, called for meas- 
ures against illegal actions such that the chairman 
the Firea people’s council who forced farmers pay 300 
lei have their fields measured. 

Financial irregularities the Bulgarian youth league 


DUPY were disclosed Mladezh (Sofia), February 
The article complained that the County Committees 
Vidin, Russe, Lom, Kolarovgrad, “permit their secretaries 
collect the membership fees cash—which they simply 
put their pockets. Such way handling the member- 
ship fees bad for discipline. The secretaries are getting 
the habit keeping the money too long. Discussing 
distribution and use funds, the paper said that the As- 
senovgrad City Committee did not spend the money pre- 
scribed for buying books but overspent their inventory 
budget 1,328 leva; the Plovdiv District Committee un- 
derspent its fund for cadre indoctrination 37,574 leva 
but spent 22,844 leva “trivia.” Further, “there are many 
selfish secretaries who are spending the league’s money for 
personal purposes. Comrade Petko Christov, secretary 
the Haskovo County Committee, kept back all the funds 
received for local projects and bought motorcycle. 
Similar cases were reported the Pleven, Dimitrovo, 
Stalin, Sofia and other DUPY Committees. 


Countermeasures and Control 


The control over the financial operations State enter- 


prises through cadres inspectors was sharply criticized 
the Bulgarian Ministry Finance Finansi Kredit 
(Sofia), No. 1954. was charged that “in spite strict 
orders the financial inspectors 1,400 enterprises 
were not investigated during 1953. This neglect espe- 
cially serious the Central Cooperative Union, the Min- 
istry Internal Trade, and the Ministry Electrification. 
Furthermore, the inspectors’ reports embezzlement 
are not well prepared concrete form. Their documenta- 
tion [so] weak that many the cases are lost 
The Ministry Finance suggested setting short course 
for financial inspectors teach them how write their 
reports and how present documentation cases em- 
bezzlement. 

The Bulgarian courts themselves received reprimand. 
Radio Sofia, December 23, complained about unnecessary 
delay disposing cases, alleging that the past six 
months there were 706 pleas requesting action cases 
mismanagement and misappropriation kolkhoz property, 
and that the courts had far dealt with only these. 
The broadcast said “it was imperative put end 
such procrastination and laxity.” 

“Astonishing deficiencies” and “impudent negligence” 
financial controls over Hungarian State enterprises were 
scored Justice Olti his Radio Budapest speech. Olti 
said that “Socialist controls more highly developed type 
must introduced. The neglectors proper control 
must brought court and the provisions the law— 
according which anyone neglecting exercise proper 
control measures may sentenced prison for two 
years—must enforced.” 

Similarly the Romanian press called for intensification 
discipline. Scinteia (Bucharest) wrote November 25: 

“The Ministries and State economic organs have relaxed 

the control they should exercise over enterprises and work 
units subordinated them. Because the absence 
systematic control and the shortsightedness the govern- 
ment agencies, there has been much embezzlement, fraud, 
theft public property. For instance, owing the care- 
lessness the control agencies Centrocoop, and the 
most serious irregularities the administration some 
cooperatives, cash and goods are stolen under the very eyes 
‘of the control agents]. one unit only, the cooperative 
Bata Alba, the entire management from the president and 
vice-president down the accountants, cashiers and buy- 
ers, all formed gang and like highway robbers stole cash 
and agricultural produce worth 338,000 The stealing 
and embezzling State and trade cooperatives 
creased precisely because the Ministry Internal Trade 
and the Centrocoop not only fail take drastic meas- 
ures and report the thieves the authorities, but 
many cases consider that moving the offenders from one 
post another effective method preventing 


And Lupta Clasa (Bucharest), November 1954, re- 
iterated: elements the State and trade co- 
operatives take advantage the fact that the State 
stores control far from efficient. must not counte- 
nance those who look with indifference upon graft and 
theft, who show criminal benevolence toward thieves and 
cheats. Frequently the criminals, after having been caught 


stealing the people’s property, instead being handed over 
the law, are removed other work units, thus giving 
them the opportunity stealing again.” 

How bureaucratic mismanagement facilitates these crimes 
was pointed out article Otechestven Front (Sofia 
March 30, Cherpokov, president the Plovdiv Dis- 
trict Court. wrote: 


“It would not exaggerating say that behind every 
case misappropriation destruction social property, 
careless accounting methods and bookkeeping chaos can 
traced. For example, 77,425 leva are missing with the 
manager the county people’s council 
because lack interest from the county council. Be- 
cause poor accounting methods the Assenovgrad 
MTS, Hristo Ivanov managed misappropriate tons 
wheat for which has been sentenced years im- 
prisonment. There are also cases where employees 
from the administrative and finance-accounting apparatus 
are indirectly involved the thefts State 


Cherpokov also confirmed that “frequently, after they are 
caught stealing, the guilty ones are simply transferred 
other places where they continue misappropriate Socialist 
Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), December 16, 1954 
cited the case bookkeeper alleged have embezzled 
1,785,806 from the kolkhoz Nova Mahala. “Just for 
the record,” said the paper, now works 
the electro-porcelain plant and for all his 
forgery and other services the kolkhoz Nova Mahala, 
bestowed with monthly salary.” 

article “Embezzlement the State Enterprise 
Naroden Magazin (People’s Store) and the Fight Against 
It”, published Sotsialisticheska Turgoviia (Sofia), Sep- 
1954, further documented the prevailing confusion 
controls and bookkeeping: 


“The fight management recover embezzled and 
stolen funds the internal trade organizations inade- 
quate. Even well-organized and functioning organization 
like Naroden Magazin Plovdiv shows weakness this 
field. The ‘fight’ consists only the transfer the loss 
from one account 

“In other places the situation worse. [The ex- 
pect the State recover the embezzled money and not 
even try, forgetting that now they are themselves the State. 
course they can always show their files that they are 
doing ‘something’ about it, but this merely 

not enough only maintain close working con- 
nection between the State enterprise management and the 
auditors. also necessary maintain liaison with the 
salesmen and the When the bookkeeper 
checks the salesmen’s records can frequently uncover 
many irregularities, such goods received without docu- 
ments, transfers not checked, merchandise sold without 
permit, and embezzlement. regrettable that our ac- 
counting offices remain distant from the retail 
this makes conditions favorable for errors and thefts. 

“The last investigation Naroden Magazin Burgas 
revealed the fact that the management does not know, and 
cannot find out, whom and where some 400,000 leva 
worth goods were sold!” 


Naroden Magazin, State merchandise collective with 
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Title: lack control, group cashiers has em- 

bezzled large amount money. 

Caption: Financial appears that nothing missing 

from the safe.” 
Sturshel (Sofia), December 24, 1954 


retail outlets all over Bulgaria, the State apparatus for 
the distribution consumer goods. This article shows 
plainly the chaos its administration. similar vein, 
the Czechoslovak Pravda January 13, charged 
economy. The district national committee Moldau did 
not know how many livestock animals had been distributed 
the village and where they were destined. “This sort 
vagueness opens the way embezzlement the people’s 
said the paper. 


Legislative Action 

The gravity the crime “wave” has provoked increas- 
ingly severe repressive measures. decree passed Hun- 
gary June made begging crime, along with other 
former misdemeanors such drunkenness 
gambling, disorderly conduct. These are now punishable 
years. Nepszava, June 18, praised the decree “of great 
significance for the restoration public order 

January the death penalty Hungary was extended 
crimes against State property. Death sentences for theft 
and fraud have been handed out numerous 
cently held Bulgaria. Otechestven Front reported De- 
cember 16, 1954 that group cashiers the Ministry 
Agriculture had been convicted embezzlement and their 
leader condemned death. The same paper February 
reported that Bulgarian court had handed out two 
death sentences and prison terms the case gang 
accused stealing food from kolkhozes and State ware- 
houses and possessing weapons. Two death sentences for 
stealing State property were passed the Stara Zagora 
court during the December trial employees the 
State supply service Chirpan Stara Zagora, 
December 22). Mincho Ilev Gagov and Gocho Baleo 
Dimov received the death penalty this case for stealing 
and selling copper sulphate from State stores, falsifying re- 
ceipts, and claiming compensation from the State for cot- 


ton never delivered. Total loss the State through the 
gang’s activities was estimated 120,000 leva. 

Three men were sentenced death Sofia court and 
others imprisonment for misappropriation State 
funds and scarce materials, according Otechestven Glas, 
April The accused were State and cooperative employees 
and some private citizens. The private citizens were 
alleged have established fictitious cooperatives and 
bribed officials the Central Cooperative Union give 
them scarce materials. 

The imposition harsher punitive measures against 
crime the Soviet bloc coincided with two amnesty de- 
crees, Czechoslovakia and Hungary respectively. This 
seemingly somewhat contradictory policy was similar 
that the Soviet Union, whose post-Stalin amnesty 
March 28, 1953, vowed the struggle 
against socially-dangerous crimes” including banditry and 
theft, and 1954 extended capital punishment 
meditated murder (Pravda, May 1954). 

April two amnesties were decreed Hungary, one 
internal and one for Hungarians exile. The move was 
primarily gesture political conciliation. The internal 
decree (published Szabad Nep, April granted am- 
nesty only common criminals whose sentences were for 
less than year. contrast, remitted (with some quali- 
fications) the sentences political offenders regardless 
the length the term. 

May the Czechoslovak regime also issued amnesty 
(Radio Prague, May 9). Political offenders 
convicted murder serving prison sentences more 
than five years for looting and damaging State property 
were not affected. All sentences “corrective measures” 
(reduction job status and wages) were remitted, were 
prison sentences not exceeding two years. For longer sen- 
tences, one-third, least two years, were remitted. The 
whole sentence offenders over incurably ill was 


remitted and some life imprisonment terms reduced 
years. 


Conclusion 
The rising crime rate the captive countries 


the 


Communists’ own reasoning—reveals 


ity, widening the breach between rulers and ruled, 
rotting the social fabric which the Communists had 
expected grow ever tighter their rule continued. The 
overtness and extent crime and malpractice testify 
the decline the authority the regimes; the fact that 
not only Party and State functionaries break the law 
but that State agencies fail hand offenders over State 
the people indeed regard the general property their own, 
but hardly the sense which the regime propounds this 
slogan. The people not feel that “they are the 
and not assume the responsibility with which 
the State charges them. Many these acts are crude, 
pointed expression popular dissatisfaction with the eco- 
nomic policies the State and the living and working 
conditions created those Legislation and pun- 
ishment may mitigate the grosser effects but they cannot 
touch the roots the situation. 
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Roman 


Hotel 


Kazimierz Brandys 


This the second series poems, short stories, 
and selections from plays and novels, written the 
Soviet world. These writings convey the Western 
reader some the emotional tone life 
lived and felt under Communism. 


The Roman Hotel short story which has been 
very popular Poland, particularly with the in- 
tellectuals, and has been awarded very favorable 
cial life, its flavor and its tensions. 


got room immediately. Quite good 
room that, clean, with slightly worn washbowl, rug 
near the bed, and yellow and white striped wallpaper. The 
hotel—the Roman, naturally—was close the railway 
station; the station house, recently repainted, could seen 
shining through the bush fence. From the window could 
see small square paved with stones and well and 
several doroshkas, very old. Their steep seats were faded 
violet the sun. The doroshka drivers slept with their 
hats pulled down over their eyes, and the horses, heads 
bent, moved their tails lazily and down, shooing away 
the flies from their skinny flanks. was early afternoon. 
this time after-dinner stillness, humid and sleepy, de- 
scends all small towns east the Vistula. gave 
once and when woke was quite late: 
lecture was given seven P.M. 

came here invited the local House Culture, which 
for months had been asking arrange meeting with 
readers. The manager the House could not decipher 
his signature all) had finally confronted with fait 
accompli: “posters have already been put and hope 
that you, dear sir, will not ruin our plan.” 

Plan powerful word indeed. left busy Warsaw 
life and took train the Eastern Station. Into brief- 
case, besides soap, towel and toothbrush, squeezed frag- 
ment novel. was the beginning July, the corn not 
cut; compartment someone kept complaining 
that the corn had been flattened the recent downpour. 

The town was low and white and scattered widely the 
hottom Biskupia Mountain whose top only ruins 


The Lublin Notebook, lithograph, Leon 


Przeglad Artystyczny (Warsaw), April 1952. 


are left the castie which, said, Jan Kochanowski* 
lived one time. They say that during the Soviet offen- 
sive Marshal Zhukov’s staff stopped there for while. 
also heard that the well front the railway station 
partisans had drowned three men known for their bes- 
tiality. This, was told, happened the spring 1943. 
not know how much truth there was these rumors. 
They were repeated doroshka driver while 
were riding from the hotel the main marketplace along 
shady street, surrounded both sides poplar trees 
and paved with grey stones. found the House Cul- 
ture empty: the manager lived somewhere else, but two 
posters, displayed prominently near the entrance, showed 
clearly that had not come vain. lecture was sched- 
uled for the next day four P.M. 

Thus, all sudden, one extra day had sprung into 
life. Twenty-four hours small provincial town, one 
day heat and boredom, hotel room with striped wall- 
paper—and top that had nothing read. 

“He lives nearby, past the Party and the right,” 
doroshka driver said, pointing with the whip. “Let’s ride 


famous 16th Century Polish poet. 
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The Author: Kazimierz Brandys 


BRANDYS one the most prominent con- 
temporary writers. vice-chairman the Ex- 
ecutive Committee the Polish Writers’ Association, al- 
though has been criticized for losing himself human 
problems and has been reprimanded for not understanding 
the “new reality.” 

Brandys was born 1916 Lodz, where completed 
his secondary school education. From there went 
Warsaw study literature the University Warsaw 
and that time belonged the Union Independent 
Socialist Youth, though was not very active politically. 
that time also began his literary career contribut- 
ing stories and articles the literary weekly Sygnaly, pub- 
lished Lvov and edited Karol Kuryluk. 

During World War II, Brandys remained hiding 
Warsaw and managed survive the Nazi occupation. 
Subsequently, joined the Communist Party. 
taken part “author meets public” meetings, written 
lengthy article the Polish founder the Soviet secret 
police, Feliks Dzierzynski, and published series novels 
entitled Between the Wars, for which won the State 
Prize. His works include: Unconquered City, The Wooden 
Horse, Man Does Not Die, Troy-the Open City, and 
Citizens. 


Some the Polish critical comment his work is: 

“Citizens one the most interesting 
attempts presenting the climate Warsaw’s contempo- 
rary life, its workers and intellectuals.” 


Ryszard Matuszewski, Trybuna Ludu, January 1954 


this way, must watering his garden now.” 
was all dried the sun, the skin his face and hands 
was greyish-brown, sunburned; his stared from 
under his hat rather dull fashion. 

will make myself,” said. 

The manager was not home. front the house, 
the garden, laundry was drying the sun and bees 
were buzzing. one opened the gate. “They’re gone,” 
said woman who stood nearby, setting bucket filled with 
water the pavement. 

The doroshka driver waited the marketplace. 
seemed interested the whole affair. “That means 
he’s gone the Party,” volunteered. “Would you like 
drive you And pointed corner house 
nearby. huge red poster was hung over the entrance. 
must attending conference,” added. 

preferred postpone the search until the next day 
and get rid the doroshka driver. He, however, de- 
cided watch over from distance, for when be- 
gan walking back the station, heard the slow trot 
the horse behind me. soon won this battle nerves. 
After three minutes got into the doroshka without saying 
word. The driver, pleased with himself, tickled the 
skinny flank his horse with his whip and blew his nose, 
holding efficiently between two fingers. 


passion writer get down the op- 
erative mechanism human behavior and action 
full and universal shape.” 

Andrzej Lam, Tworczosc, June, 1954 

“Brandys has the gift presenting truisms new 
light and creating perceptive pictures and characters. 
accord with the law our times, the idea collec- 
tive responsibility triumphs [in his the only principle 
possible under conditions where historical events outgrow 
the individual, whose absolute maturity would 
pudiation dialectical materialism.” 

Andrzej Lam, Tworczosc, June, 1954 

“How far superior Brandys’ The Roman Hotel 
his highly-praised Citizens.” 

Artur Sandauer, Nowa Kultura, May 15, 1955 


what kind man is,” said, turning 
sideways, “nothing but conferences and his garden. 

educated man is, but has chased his wife 
work. shouted the horse. 

“Have you been driving this doroshka long?” 
after while. 

did not reply but when passed the church 
whipped his horse quite fiercely. 

“Since the days the first World War said 
last. “Or longer. Since the days Nicholas.” 

“And still pays?” risked the question. 

“Hey yoo!” screamed the horse. 
any reason whatever, began whipping the horse like 
mad that arrived the Roman Hotel suddenly and 


asked 


surprise awaited the hotel. bald man, dressed 
vest, was sleeping the divan room. was 
lying face the wall and whimpered quietly when put 
the light. Next the stood fiber suitcase, 
and the chair hung greenish suit; striped blue shirt 
was folded neatly the seat. Black shoes with socks sticking 
out them and yellow, half-closed briefcase stood under 
the chair. could smell the scent hair tonic, which sur- 
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prised enormously, because the man was completely 
bald. could see the top his head shining through his 
short and hairy fingers which were covering sleep. 

opened the window let bit fresh air and come 
myself after many unexpected emotions. Over the 
square front was thick, grey-brown cap heat. 
was already dark. From the station came the stifled hissing 
engine, and the lamp over the entrance with the in- 
scription Buffet gave off grey, milky light. The doroshka 
stand was empty, but the wind carried the sharp smell 
horse hair and dry oats. Someone walked across the square, 
boots shuffling, then there was squeaking echo the well, 
dull murmur, and the quiet splash water. that 
moment seemed that the sleeping man room 
gurgled his dream. closed the window immediately, 
afraid that would wake him. Swearing under breath, 
undressed and put out the light. 


couldn’t fall asleep. was humid and was under 
the impression that sleeping companion was murmur- 
ing himself. one moment clearly heard: God. 

stopped breathing, for there always something 
dream talk; spirits which are torturing your 
neighbor may suddenly decide switch your own pil- 
low. better lie quiet. 

After minute, discovered that the voice was coming 
from somewhere else. Behind the wall, next head, 
could hear moving and whispering: someone tiptoed from 
one corner the room another. There must have been 
more than one person, for suddenly heard quiet sigh, 
very the wall, and woman’s voice: 

“What did come here for? You will kill yourself 
and me.” 


For moment everything was still, and was ready 
assume that had dreamed all, when suddenly felt 
someone stop next and say: 


“You are childish, Ina.” 


decided cough loudly that they would hear 
the other side, but before had time so, the same 
voice, now quieter, said: “How many times have told 
you that this the only solution.” 

was man’s voice, rather dry and nasal. The man 
spoke dull tone yet the same time distinctly; was 
obvious that was accustomed lecturing this woman. 
must have been small man who looked like teacher 
minister, nervous but used having his say. So, 
least, imagined him, judging from his voice. heard him 
walk and down the room (his hands his back, 
was sure). had said the last sentence somewhat 
solemn whisper and now coughed into what was sure 
was open window. tried catch every move and 
word: roommate’s quiet snoring disturbed only 
slightly. 

have already explained you that when even one 
them left. course, you don’t understand this, 
you take the line least resistance. Always the same, Ina. 
you remember when went Pulawy. also had 
explain everything you from the beginning. You were 
afraid, you cried. And managed splendidly Pulawy, 
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didn’t we? You just leave this all me. Have ever 
failed you?” 

heard the woman begin cry. could have sworn 
that there, behind the wall, helpless, distraught woman 
was crying the bed. was quiet again. train arrived 
the station; someone was running, making loud noise 
with hob-nailed boots; voices shouted 
a-d-e! b-e-e-r! And the voice the stationmaster an- 
nounced the station. All this was soon drowned the 
heavy sigh steam exhaled the engine. 

“Stop it, Ina,” the man the next room was saying, 
quiet reproach his voice. “For God’s sake, stop it. You 
will kill the strength me. Just think that tomorrow all 
this will over. why don’t you say anything? Are 
you asleep, Ina?” 

the woman said. wondering all this 
will end 

stop worrying yourself about this, child,” the 
man interrupted her. beg you, stop it. sleep. 
will there early the morning, just like that. Re- 
member how was Krasnik? You were also afraid. 
And look, they didn’t even ask for identity card. 
sleep, honey. will have another cigarette.” 

few silent minutes passed. The man was still walking 
and down. Finally, stopped, and quieter voice 
said: “You think that all this easy for me? Oh, Ina. 
Look, have grown thin, don’t sleep. And all these 
headaches. It’s painful think what have come to. 
And had begun make such good progress. They spoke 
about me, congratulated me. And finish this, 
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what will become me? Everyone will have 
our life, mean. Like sparrow. Are you listen- 
ing, Ina? sparrow. speaking you. Please 
don’t off sleep.” 


not sleeping, Adam,” the woman said tired 
voice. not sleeping.” 


understood exactly nothing. One thing was obvious, 
however: there, behind the wall, arm’s distance away, 
sad and pathetic event was taking place between two 
people. They spoke with tired voices; they were unable 
modulate, the way that people who reach the end 
their strength are unable to, clerks hating their work, 
married couples after thirty years life filled with hatred, 
prisoners after unsuccessful escape. 

Lying back, eyes open, tried desperately 
discover the source their torment. What did they come 
here for? From where? What threatened them and who? 
was sure they were both wide awake. heard the church 
bell strike eleven, then midnight. felt sad and began 
wonder anything threatened me, and what was. The 
world suddenly became swampy and dark, full mysteri- 
ous echoes. Outside heard heavy, dull movements, 
the night were dragging itself with painful whimper along 
the stony road. 

was troubled the thought that one never knows 
where and when his misfortune born. These two people 
the next room had lived peacefully once, passing their 
days amid dull troubles and petty joys; and suddenly, per- 
haps accidentally, because some small error, their 
life had tied itself into dark knot. And now both them 
tore their hands, shouted each other whenever one 
them made clumsy move, and went from one town an- 
other, dragging with them this horrible knot, this painful 
and dreadful torment, suitcase. 


not remember how long stayed awake, the birds 
were beginning chirp fell asleep. dreamt about 
the two people next door—the dry man and the 
weeping woman—dragging fiber suitcase along dusty 
road paved with huge, grey stones. And when woke 
was day and bald companion was standing near the 
window his green pants, pulling his suspenders. 
must have rained dawn because the smell steaming 
earth poured into the room. 


watched with half-closed eyes companion laced 
his shoes. was shaved and from time time threw 
rather gay and curious glances me. Then put his 
jacket and made noise with some papers his pocket, 
humming now and then. watched him closed his 
briefcase. All this did efficiently and attractively. His 
bald scalp was gay pink stooped close the lock. 
Finally, looked his watch, mumbled something and 
walked out the room, making squeaking noise the 
painted floor. 

“Adam,” heard suddenly, “look how beautiful is.” 

had nearly forgotten the overheard conversation 


the night before, was bit startled the sound 
the familiar voice. 

“Perhaps can stay here few days,” the woman said, 
still little hoarse after her sleep. would like rest 
little. Look, what funny calf! must young 
bull, isn’t that so, Adam?” 

“Hush, Ina,” the man said from the other side the 
room. must have still been bed. “It’s only six 
People must still asleep.” 

can see the river from here,” she whispered after 
while. “It shines like silver. You know, perhaps could 
have little swim?” 

Her voice sounded clear and soft. tried imagine her 
there, standing front the window, her hair down, 
wearing her dressing gown. She must have been young 
still, much younger than her husband, but somehow did 
not think she had pretty face. what she said there 
was some kind emotion, and perhaps some shy hope. 
Carefully, that would not miss word, reached for 
cigarette and matches. 

that moment, someone knocked door. Some- 
one pressed the latch delicately and stepped quietly into 
the room. did not recognize him first. With soft 
sports cap looked different. was longer bald, 
and his eyes looked gay and intelligent. 

“Your first cigarette today?” smiled, touching the 
front his cap. for barging in. have for- 
gotten glasses. Here they are, naturally. It’s all right 

Fortunately spoke whisper. looked his 
watch. turned out that had gotten too early; his 
train wasn’t going leave for half hour. asked 
had snored night and assured him had not. 
nodded, satisfied. snore sometimes, you know.” 
sat down bed and told that was sorry 
have intruded the day before. “But,” said, “if didn’t 
snore, then it’s all took out pack Sports, 
matches and cigarette holder. moment later smoke 
puffed out it. All this did quickly and competently, 
without wasting movement. 

“It’s poor town,” went on, looking out the win- 
dow. “Low farm culture, doubt that. But are 
building now. Next year the first wagonload 
bricks will leave from here. Ah, manage somehow. 
You are just passing through, aren’t you?” 

looked both searchingly and humorously. When 
answered vaguely nodded with discreet approval. “All 
right. ask because your face familiar. Maybe from the 
stage? No? Not too important, eh?” The last few words 
said while looking through some papers had taken 
from his pocket. His hands were large and now that 
had put his glasses again looked different me. 
observed curiously his solidly built head and his heavy 
jaws. put his papers away wallet. “Again, glad 
have met you,” smiled, putting out his hand. “And 
advise you not smoke before eating.” 

After had left occurred that had spent the 
night with this man sleeping while might have spent 
talking. Instead, had eavesdropped argument 
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between two queer people. was quiet now. they 
had heard our voices had gone out. She had talked 
about going the river. “It shines like silver.” That’s 
what she had said. had probably colored their talk the 
night before with own assumptions and, who knows, 
perhaps even with dream. 

wanted get but then, suddenly, heard her voice 
again. This time she spoke quickly and unintelligible 
whisper. they had not gone out? shrugged shoul- 
ders. What, after all, did matter me? went over 
the window and there, front me, was the lime slope 
Biskupia Mountain full sunlight, its castle darkened 
distance, not larger than house. The day was 
unusually bright and the full sunlight saw every bush 
the slope and the stones the bottom the ruins shin- 
ing like pieces chalk. looked all this, together with 
the railway station and the stony square which one 
lonely doroshka stood, and the street darkened poplar 
trees leading towards town. the foot the mountain, 
among the trees, shone the river. Really, just like silver. 
Yes, the Roman Hotel was beauty spot against this 
background, although, just like the well and the stony road, 
too had grown out this earth. 

But something was happening the next room. could 
hear chaotic sounds which seemed have been made with 
great effort have been subdued force. was dif- 
ficult not listen. might have been quarrel the 
embraces love. They whispered quietly, asking each 
other for something, imploring. seemed that 
heard her breathe quickly and then heave deep sigh. 
“Darling, how good is.” This was followed rustling, 
the splashing poured water and the man’s voice: “Where 
towel, Ina?” looked there had been recon- 
maybe the moment love had passed. Per- 
haps now they would the river. 

began dress. The lonely doroshka was still standing 
next the well. The driver sat sideways the back seat 
and looked window, the same man who had brought 
here from the market. poor man. must have 
spent more time sitting around like this than riding his 
cart. The town was not rich. could see that. shaved 
and tidied bed. was nearly ten A.M. 

“No, no, beg you!” the woman behind the wall 
shouted. 

had the impression they were tugging each other. 
could hear his voice: you gone mad, Ina? don’t 
understand it. What all about?” seemed that 
was pushing her away with wounded dignity, ashamed, 
perhaps afraid that someone would hear him. 

Then they began speaking again more quietly and was 
only after some minutes that heard few clear sentences. 
tried assure her that “he was only going check.” 
And she replied angrily: “But all this makes sense. 
Why?” 

“To check said humbly but stubbornly. 
“Otherwise shall never have peace. you remember 
what Sufczynski said? That keepsakes are still five 
places. knows because the Provincial Commit- 
tee. himself has told me, know, may bad for 
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you, little thing like that.’ five towns, Ina. But two 
them, Pulawy and Krasnik, are out now. Oh, those few 
sentences and the name!” 

“Ah,” she interrupted him. “Others have done much 
worse things.” 

The man laughed bitterly. “Yes, but they have managed 
keep sitting pretty. Look You have 
this kind thing for yourself. And particularly when you 
are your way up. you don’t start out time, the 


ground will begin disappear under your feet. 
that? Someone knocked the door?” 
was door somebody had knocked on. would 


have been glad open but was already the 
key was the outside, apparently. in,” said. 

knew immediately that this had the manager 
the House Culture, because smiled meaningfully and 
shook hand hard several times, saying, “Welcome, wel- 
come, Comrade Editor!” was rather small man with 
buck teeth and gay look. was little surprised 
whispering when tried persuade him speak more 
softly and the fact that had not asked him sit down. 

will there time,” assured him quickly and 
quietly. saw the posters last night.” 

looked around the room rather suspiciously and his 
eyes fell the unmade divan. felt myself blush. but 
delicately took one step backwards and whispered, will 
not disturb you, Comrade Editor.” his eyes there was 
now wink understanding. added, smiling, “Lopacki 
will drive you there.” 

“Who Lopacki?” asked surprised. 

The manager showed his teeth wide grin and ex- 
plained that Lopacki was the local doroshka driver whom 
had allegedly hired for the whole day. “The old man, 
you know, Comrade Editor,” whispered. “The one who 
drove you yesterday.” 

“Ah, said, understanding last. 
talker?” 


“The old 
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him.” The manager was pleased. “He knows 
all about it. will expecting you four. Good day, 
Comrade Editor. will not disturb you.” withdrew, 
walking and, before left managed throw 
last glance the divan. 

had grown quiet the next room. knew that from 
now they were going more careful and that 
should not learn much about them. But their last exchange 
allowed guess that had been witness dialogue 
contemporary theme. The fear the little man from 
the next room had its source some unsolved conflicts, 
present-day doubt, and she, practical women 
are, did not have enough imagination share this fear 
with him. That much least had gathered from what 
heard. But the details were still unclear: What was 
afraid of? What were the keepsakes mentioned? 
what did Sufczynski What did the “name” 
mean? And finally, what was wanted check here 
this little town? caught myself thinking that had 
not the slightest intention going out, that, the con- 
trary, would sit here and with pencil hand solve this 
hotel riddle. 

They began speak again. tried first make 
her talk more softly, but she replied, rather annoyed: 
“They have gone out. You heard them.” 

seemed that both them were deep thought. 
heard nothing except occasional cough; must have 
been heavy smoker. After while heard her voice 
again, this time softer and more affectionate: you 
really tell them? That would the simplest thing do, 
Adam. stand any more. will mad. will 
back, you will ask Kolacz for appointment and tell 
him everything. 

“You yourself have told that good man.” 

“Yes, good, sure. would not forgive his own brother 
if. Ach, Ina, you don’t understand anything. That 
would the end me.” 

went talking tired, discouraged whisper, but 
could longer hear him. Whatever was said afterwards 
was not clear me, for they exchanged few sentences 
low whisper. The door creaked. seemed that 
she said something like, minute, back,” and 
then heard her small steps the corridor. the same 
time something moved behind the wall and the door 
creaked again. Someone walked quickly down the cor- 
ridor the opposite direction towards the stairs. 
must have been he. All this happened suddenly and 
once that was confused and did not know what was 
happening. walked the window see anyone 
was leaving the building, was stopped halfway the 
creaking door, and heard her frightened voice: “Adam, 
Adam, where are you?” 


She ran out into the corridor again. heard her hurry 
towards the staircase but she must have been too late. 
don’t know what she had on, maybe just dressing gown. 
She returned the room. Anyone could guess what had 
happened: had escaped. had taken advantage 
her absence leave secretly. But where to? What for? 


She was crying quietly now. stood beside the door 
ing rather stupid. only one knew what such 
cases. And should one anything? was sorry not 
help woman who was crying. Should knock the 
door, enter, ask. ?In olden times travellers did exactly 
that. would, however, have betray presence and 
the fact that had overheard everything—this plus the fact 
that olden times travellers looked for adventure and now 
look for experience. After while she grew quiet and 
stopped crying. could hear nothing. Perhaps she had 
fallen asleep. 

The hot day came through the window into room, 
Carts rattled and from time time heavy truck came 
clanging past. The poplar trees swayed disquieting 
breeze, then stood still; heard rhythmical ringing blows 
and hoarse bass: “noooww.” Somewhere horse was 
being shod. decided out and see the town and 
the people. was ashamed having permitted myself 
drawn into this pathetic nonsense behind the wall. 
left quickly, afraid that they would again begin fluttering 
about the room like two blind and clumsy moths. 


When came out the hotel two doroshkas broke away 
from the well and amid noise and rising clouds yellow 
his seat, shouting his skinny horse, while the second 
driver, his face almost completely hidden under huge 
straw hat, tried bar his way with grey, bony mare. 
all exploded into terrific noise and swearing; the horses cut 
deep into the road front the hotel; the drivers shook 
their fists one another and came down from their seats. 
small group people appeared from nowhere and 
bunch children carrying sticks. While the horses made 
water, the drivers swore each other, choosing their words 
carefully and, from time time, turned me. While 
Lopacki was swearing, the other man 
horse’s harness, walking around her crooked legs. Then 
was the other way around. swore, hitting his chest 
with his fist, while Lopacki, suddenly gone deaf, 
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quietly tried push the oat-filled bags deeper under the 
back seat. The people watched the scene 
the children climbed the wheels, hitting the spokes with 
their sticks; few people walked away. Finally, not 
know how, found myself Lopacki’s doroshka, and the 
other driver slowly led his mare away with surprised, pink 
face. 

“We can go,” Lopacki said. The square was empty now, 
and after few minutes the horse began click his hooves 
the hard, huge stones the street. Lopacki turned 
sideways: told the manager about you yesterday. 
thanked and told ride you around the town 

“He told you, eh?” asked with some irony. 

the kind man Lopacki explained me, 
loosing his horse’s tail from the reins with his whip. 

drove slowly uphill; the poplar trees turned their 
huge broken stems towards us; when one them had 
ceased rustle, another took over with soft, trembling 
sound leaves. The doroshka, squeaking and creaking, 
moved from one shadow another; the horse kept nod- 
ding his huge, hairy head. 

“Over there, the Biskupia Lopacki pointed 
with the whip. “Five hundred years ago Adam 
Mickiewicz* lived that castle.” 

“You told yesterday was Kochanowski who lived 
there,” reminded him grimly. 

Lopacki did not hear me. 

“Ho, ho” repeated. “And few years later someone 
else came live there. And they changed, once this one, 
another time that one. Where are you going? too 


The 19th Century poet. the most famous the country. 


weak,” shouted his horse quickened into trot. 

where are they building the cement plant?” 
asked, offering him cigarette. 

“On the other side the mountain,” Lopacki waved his 
whip. put the cigarette behind his ear and turned his 
back me. For some time rode silence: drove 
solemnly, spreading his elbows wide the manner old 
carriage drivers from mansions. looked curiously his 
brown, wrinkled neck. thought would earn more 
money driver the construction site. His shirt was 
quite soiled and had wide sleeves, and his cap had rusty 
worn-out look from the sun. 

older one elevator girl said sud- 


denly, letting the reins hang loose. “Ever since spring. She 
walks around 

“Your daughter?” asked. 

But did not answer. assumed had let taste 


the bitterness his soul and that further word would 
come out his mouth. were now approaching the 
crowded marketplace. was Thursday, market day. The 
horse snorted bravely, sticking out his neck, and 
rising little his seat, made effective gesture, which 
deaf man would have sounded like the crack 
whip. 

The town had about twenty thousand inhabitants. The 
main street, leading from the marketplace, was wide, and 
had one and two stcrey houses both sides; most them 
were white, and here and there was old-fashioned house 
with low roof and beautiful entrance. Compared with 
the towns the Western Territories, all this seemed some- 
how without order, scattered, rural. One house stood close 
another, orchards looked into windows, and the court- 
yards stood horseless carriages with their poles slanting up- 
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wards. The diagonal streets were almost wide the 
main street, but there were fewer houses them. Some- 
one’s generous hand, maybe king’s, had drawn plan 
here one but the years passed something went 
wrong. The feels home such towns: there 
need hurry gaze great heights. has lot 
space for contemplation. 


left Lopacki the market front the People’s Inn 
amid boot-packed stands and the shouts vendors. 
savoured the slow minutes, wandering lazily along the 
streets. Wandering unknown town, you dress your 
internal self differently; your thought acquires practical 
features like object; you become filled with goods, 
colors, shapes. The stores here were not badly stocked. 
several places noticed goods which recently had been 
unobtainable Warsaw—for example, thick yellow leather 
sandals and flowered dress cloth. Over one store saw the 
inscription: Warehouse Cultural Needs. You could buy 
stationery, even toilet paper, mass edition Pharaon,* 
fountain pens, the latest fly trap, and the Worker’s Calen- 
dar. the window huge Peasant Self-Help Coopera- 
tive stood modern harvesting machine; must have been 
placed there recently, because large group people 
crowded front the window, and along the pavement 
stood few carriages and carts; shining green flies attacked 
the horses’ eyes viciously. Opposite, front the Milk 
Bar, stood bakery cart, and two men, wearing aprons, 
were unloading huge baskets bread. 


one place, steep road covered with coal dust ran 
into the street: the distance could see the half-raised 
barrier the railway crossing. this moment Warsaw 
ear caught the familiar sound: track, track, track, track, 
track! 

Ursus.** was shooting somewhere below the line 
the railway crossing some distance away. Gradually 
petered out among the trees, apparently going away from 
me. But the same time sounded closer. still heard 
its two-beat pulse when jumped aside: from behind came 
the sound motor and the warm breath fuel was 
back. young boy, his faée covered with oil and dust, 
leaned out, pointing his forehead. Two huge cars filled 
with bricks rumbled noisily down the steep road the 
direction the railway crossing. guessed that little 
farther they turned right the Lublin road which was 
the transportation axis for the huge cement works the 
other side Biskupia Mountain. 

front the Inn, Lopacki and his horse greeted 
again, both quite gay and lively. was time return 
the hotel, get little rest and through the notes had 
made for chapter new novel. That why only 
pretended listen the old man’s story about theft 
the town library and man who had tried escape. 


“He gets and asks go. Sure, said, but where 
And here young woman runs out the library, she 


to: 
Hey yoo!” shouted his horse again. 


Boleslaw classic novel. 
truck. 


Dusk had already descended the streets. All had 
grown quiet the hot, white air; the horse’s neck was 
ered with sweat. Painfully climbed the stony street be- 
tween the poplar trees. Lopacki mumbled something 
drowsily the horse. 


was drawn something completely new: behind the wall 
heard third voice. 

“Believe me, madam,” girl’s voice was saying, didn’t 
want anything wrong and sorry now. When 
they were making report, this gentleman gave the 
Roman his address and that why have come 
explain.” 

She must have been out breath, but she was also quite 
talkative; her voice trembled. heard the other one, the 
wife, ask her something frightened, imploring whisper. 
you remember which way went? 

“Please madam,” the girl was saying, “please, don’t 
worry. never even would have called the militia, your 
husband, you know, the gentleman returned the book, 
but the warden made much noise and the militia man 
was right there, the market. Ach, madam, don’t worry, 
your husband will back soon, I’m sure. What have 
done? What have done? And when your husband gave 
his name and surname, you understand, the same 
name. But madam, how was have known? be- 
long the Polish Youth Association, and pledged 
July that not even one copy would lost. have been 
making book lists for month now, and friends. 
That’s why. Madam, madam, what are you doing?” 

The last words were spoken entirely different tone, 
with reproach indignation. heard the other 
woman ask her for something, convince her something: 
“Please, it’s only trifle, really from heart. beg 
you, take and the girl’s indignant voice: “Really, 
aren’t you ashamed? Could take from you? Under 
any circumstances?” 

She must have had tears her eyes. myself was quite 
moved although still did not understand everything. 
must have done really stupid thing, this miserable little 
man who tortured himself and his wife. And she, poor 
thing, had completely lost her head. Now she began 
ask the library girl again forgive her: again heard her 
fearful apologies and assurances, and the young girl, who 
must have had soft heart, listened, began speak softly, 
consoled her, turned the whole thing into joke. 

Suddenly, they stopped short. For reasons unknown 
me, their conversation changed into quick, hurried whis- 
per: “No, no,” caught few words, “he musn’t see you 
here. beg you, please leave. Please turn left the 
corridor and wait there for minute.” 

Then heard quick movements and the sound door 
being closed. The girl ran into the corridor which came 
dead end. couldn’t understand what was all about 
first. moment later realized that the wife must have 
seen him from the window entered the building. 
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confess that was tense moment for when 
heard his steps the stairs. walked slowly, com- 
pletely exhausted, then stopped not far from door and 
lit cigarette. realized suddenly that soon would learn 
the whole truth; even wandering around the town for 
few hours had not freed from thinking them. 
passed door and waited for few minutes, his hand 
probably the doorknob his room. 

expected her greet him with reproaches; she had 
sufficient cause not treat him like Lohengrin. But appar- 
ently had underestimated her character: 

“Would you like something eat?” she asked. bought 
some ham the store. And change your shoes.” 

don’t know whether ate changed his clothes: 
for several minutes was quiet, both them had be- 
come stubborn. Then heard his quiet, humble voice: 
“Thank you, Ina.” 

“The train leaves she said. “Take little rest. 
Lie down.” But lit cigarette again, coughed and be- 
gan his maniacal walk and down the room. After few 
rounds asked suddenly: you ask about any- 
thing?” 

She did not answer. Maybe she was too tired. Anyway, 
why should she ask: they both knew what had happened 
the library. For the first time since had heard her 
voice felt linked with her the duty silence, and 
was first personal share their affair. 

“Aren’t you curious know where have been all this 
time, Ina? Ina? where have come from?” 

enough that you have come back, Adam. You are 
always annoyed such questions.” 

congratulated her silently her dignity, but 
laughed with kind vicious exaltation and began trot- 
ting around the room again. Most probably liked 
play himself down front her; their marriage was not 
based mutual respect, but one-sided compromise, 
which sometimes links people strongly respect; the 
compromised party was probably he; knew about and 
that why tried save himself her eyes acting 
like buffoon, trying recreate his former, used man- 
hood. Why did all this not know. could have 
sworn she loved him was. annoyed very much, 
however, and could hardly suppress digust when 
told her that had almost not returned. Such things 
should not rule said, and think that usually they 
not reflect the truth. said it, however, even with 
some satisfaction, and added that had gone the river. 

“But gave up, Ina. You see began think 
about you.” 

she said. She could stand more this. 
“Lie down rest. You look you have been taken 
down from the cross. Ach, God, God. And this was 
your vacation.” 

heard paper rustling. said something, and then 
again came her tormented voice: “Please, beg you. 
Leave alone. don’t want see it.” 

“My dear,” began explain with dull stubbornness, 
“this the first page the one with the dedication. 
showing you this because maybe you think that 


* 


Landscape Jaslo. Przeglad (Warsaw), May-June 
1954. 


have imagined all. No, Ina, knew what 
was talking about. immediately found name the 
catalogue. Yes, Historical Monuments Lublin Prov- 
ince, No. even remember the number. did 
not foresee one thing, however. was not lending library. 
There you have read the room. Are you listening, 
Ina? was public library. gave them identity 
card. She didn’t even ask for address. Then put 
down the number book. All right from there. 
one saw me, absolutely one. sat with back the 
librarian when tore the page out. did very efficiently. 
say page. Are you listening, Ina? you would think 
was just any page. really curse. Ina, are you 
asleep, Ina?” 

not, Adam.” 

“Your eyes are closed. tore out, like this, see? 
Very nicely. And then suddenly, was cold with fear. 
The page has number and stamp it. immediately 
grasp the situation. return the book, the librarian will 
immediately look the number you 
the number has disappeared. isn’t there. And then, just 
listen this—in one moment, second, when she was be- 
hind the shelf, decide 

“Stop it,” she cried. “Jesus Maria, stop it!” 

The suffering her voice frightened me. But gave 
her peace and bore into the wall with his excited, quick 
whisper. “But wait moment, you don’t know sec- 

went with the story: how had how 
was stopped the doroshka, and even how the militia 
man who had written the report looked. related all this 
precisely and, seemed me, with note pride his 
voice, which was something really could not understand. 
was handsome blond said the militia 
man, bit like your And then added with 
satisfaction that when his personal documents 
checked the militia man had returned his identity card 
and saluted him. 

She did not interrupt with one word. saw her 
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mind, sitting unmade bed, her face her hands. 
Finally, also fell silent, probably satisfied that had 
left out After while said slowly, deep 
thought: distinctly remember his photograph. With 
truncheon. What was they wrote about him? The man 
providence. Just think, who would have foreseen it?” 

was really surprised. This, indeed, was something new. 
And again began running and down the room. 

photograph? With truncheon? And had thought 
understood all. photograph and truncheon? 
watch. There wasn’t much time left. But 
leave now this unsolved riddle. couldn’t let 
that. tried use imagination, but one brief mo- 
ment resources were exhausted. And then suddenly, 
got it. understood. Naturally was childishly easy. 

But before was absolutely certain, there came from be- 
hind the wall the sounds quarrel, pleading, angry cries. 
Out this came contemptuous, affected laugh, some- 
thing like, “hee hee, how very And then heard: 
say such things, Ina. Why afraid? There 
nothing afraid of, eh? And your Lutek, your own 
brother, remember when they took his store away from 
him. Remember what said? nothing yet. The 
question what they will take And what you 
think? You think that soon they learn about this ded- 
ication the Department they will let live? They will 
make rag me, Ina. rag. But that only the half it. 
and this Miller girl, and even the janitor, Piotrowski. Yes, 
even front him. And you know have almost ob- 
sessive sense dignity. You know best. And besides— 
this may sound very funny today, know—I noble- 
man after all. Hee hee. can already see Kolacz’s face. 
This look with their point view. And from their point 
view rag. And when they impose this point view 
theirs will say: Yes, rag. Because ob- 
jectively, they say, historically speaking, had allied 
myself with the exploitation. that could publish 
book Sanacja Poland wrote dedication the leader 
himself. You see, Kolacz have explain this me. 
shall the first come out with it! doesn’t really 
matter whether lose the job not, but will able 
live through it? This shame? And now, when have be- 
come assistant manager. People spare when fall. 
like this and think.” 

listened his words with kind sad terror. The fall 
great man contains something shattering, but this— 
this fall—evoked sick feeling revulsion mixed 
with pity; heaven preserve from such pity. 

not remember what she said. Probably she told him 
down. have doubt she found just enough 
strength console him. But all this was futile, for had 
already had taste his shame: 

“What think about?” went on, whispering. 
“About everything about life death. Because was 
born. remember there was time when was little 
boy and father dandled his knee. How has 
come about that what now, Ina? You don’t 


even know how much have lied. And myself. re- 
peat: was born. father. But myself, myself 
have denied that. form said that father 
was peasant. Yes, peasant. even disowned sister, 
because otherwise would have say that Sophie and 
her husband live Argentina. And you tell 
and see Kolacz. confess everything. Ach, Ina, Ina. 
You want tell him: There isn’t any me, dear 
That which sits front you fiction. that how 
begin? Colleague Kolacz, untruth. All that 
left office assignment. The have de- 
stroyed. All myself, all myself!” 

“Adam!” she cried. 

could listen longer. moment more and would 
have shouted them through the wall come their 
senses. wanted barge into their room and take him 
the collar. shook him with all strength, perhaps 
the remnants human dignity would begin rattling his 
ground-out soul. 

was quarter four. took notes from the table 
and ran into the corridor, slamming the door behind me. 

Outside was greeted heavy rain beating against the 
pavement. Lopacki, with overcoat thrown over his 
head, and his horse waited for front the hotel. 
said something but could not hear him. got inside 
the leaking doroshka and moved on, riding between 
the two rows poplar trees and the angry, whistling 
branches bent the ground. 


The discussion was quite lively. small, bright hall, 
which reminded high school classroom, sat about 
fifty persons. Several mothers had brought 
children, who occupied front row seats and never took their 
eyes off face all during the talk. the second row, 
the left, noticed elderly, neatly dressed couple: 
she sat straight, nodding her head softly now and then, 
and he, wearing glasses with chain, turned his ear to- 
wards slightly, holding his hand, and smiled un- 
derstandingly every few minutes. Farther in, noticed 
group young people, several men who looked like teach- 
ers listening carefully, and three stiff-looking women, prob- 
ably activists the local Women’s League, who carefully 
avoided eyes. The last two rows were occupied 
platoon soldiers who had been brought here young 
sergeant armed with notebook and pencil. 

Through half-closed window, cold air and the scent 
wet branches came into the room; had stopped raining 
and was only now that realized how much had suf- 
fered from the heat. When began read, goat started 
bleating the courtyard; when finished, the smiling 
manager the House Culture opened the discussion. 
first nobody wanted speak and there was short, embar- 
rassing silence. Finally, the young sergeant got and, 
clicking his heels, asked whether there would any- 
thing about the Army new novel. This encouraged 
the others and the discussion contemporary literature 
began. Their remarks were often naive, but was the 
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naivete first experience, shy, little solemn, untouched 
had learned not ignore it. Anyway 
even here there were readers who had “been admitted 
the example, the curly-haired student, who 
severe and thick voice charged with having number 
unconvincing solutions novel, particularly the 
subject 

“Our comrade authors,” told me, “do not orient 
themselves properly new problems.” And then added 
severely, “The whole thing OK, but the style too 
complicated. finished.” 

was really rather embarrassed and didn’t know whether 
could defend myself, when the elderly lady, wearing hat 
with flowers, asked heard. quiet, clear whisper, 
permitted herself observe that hero fell love 
with the wrong girl the two novel. was little 
she tried explain, blushing, “perhaps the 
author will think funny, but husband,” she looked 
the cleanly dressed gentleman with glasses, “had the same 
She fell silent, confused, and nodded his 
head very seriously and delicately stroked her old, small 
Probably they had old memories their years 
love. replied that their remarks might quite correct 
and promised think the matter over. Later learned 
from the manager the House Culture that the elderly 
gentleman was the director the local high school and 
his wife art teacher. Both were National Front activists 
and, they say, positive people. 

said goodbye and everybody, including the grim ac- 
tivists the Women’s League, gave friendly smile. 
The curly-haired student, probably wanting make 
for his critical objections, asked about future 
literary plans, addressing basso Author.” 

The Warsaw train was leave hour; enough time 
wash hands, pay hotel bill and have snack 
the buffet. the way the hotel Lopacki told about 
the private life the manager the House Culture. 
night the fellow played cards with the station master. 
the kind man is,” the old man said, nodding, 
“you never can rode slowly, the horse wobbling 
his thin neck from side side, Lopacki speaking 
now affectionately and now mur- 
mured something like, “stubborn is, and 
did not know whether meant the horse the manager. 
began feel drowsy; every now and then the doroshka 
sank into the crevices the road, and the low, smoking 
sun followed through the poplar trees, pouring its fiery 
brightness the river and meadows wet with rain. 

top the hill, just before the road took steep 
drop, Lopacki pulled the reins and pointed the whip: 
“The Biskupia Mountain, smacked his lips, 
and gracefully circling round the well, the three rode 
into the square front the hotel. The square, golden 
the twilight, was empty, except for lonely couple 


man wearing hat, and darkly dressed woman—carrying 
huge suitcase and walking towards the station. was 
paying Lopacki, they stopped near the well rest for few 
minutes, and had better look them: the man with 
sweating grey face which remember only the turned 


The Railway Station—Midtown, oil Eugeniusz Aret, Przeglad 
(Warsaw), January 1952. 


nose and bags under the eyes, and the faded, oldish 
woman with too much rouge her cheeks. After while 
they picked the suitcase clumsily and moved towards 
the station where the rumbling approaching train 
could heard. 

“Drop here again some Lopacki bade fare- 
well. see the view from the mountaintop. stand 
mostly near the well. He, put the money 
under his cap and slowly turned his horse the direction 
town. could still see him when stopped opposite 
the church, took off his cap and counted the fare. 

was only later, the train, that realized might 
have been them. They looked different from what had 
imagined behind the wall. Could have been far wrong? 
was depressed the thought that had let myself 
confused imagination. But, the other hand, why 
did have them? there lots couples 
Poland who might carrying suitcase the station? 
But they had walked from the Roman Hotel the station, 
just few minutes before the train she had mentioned was 
supposed depart. And later, when had washed 
hands, had heard nothing the next room. perhaps 
was them? 

But was unconvinced, because exhaustion and sleepi- 
ness drowned clarity. After few minutes fell asleep 
and when woke was already night Warsaw and 
the train was standing the Eastern Station. 


Later, Warsaw days dimmed this strange adventure. 
almost forgot entirely; only its shadow remained 
memory, unclear, like the remnant dream which 
impossible recall. remembered clearly, however, the 
tall, sparkling slope the mountain with the dark castle 
top and the forked poplar trees along the stony road 
leading the marketplace. One day, spring, read 
newspaper about the opening the Marian Buczek Ce- 
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ment Plant near Biskupia Mountain. the middle the 
text, saw bald, strongly built head with bushy brows and 
eyes which looked humorously and understandingly: 
“It’s better not smoke before breakfast.” Underneath 
was the “Engineer Stanislaw Garbowski, con- 
struction manager the Marian Buczek Cement Plant, 
awarded the Golden Medal Merit for his dedicated 
work.” 

thought that would nice meet this man again 
and that now would not swear the sight his bald 
head pushed into hotel pillow. slept heavily but 
did not snore, although had every right so. Un- 
fortunately, have never met him again. 

the other hand, half year later one the 
cultural-educational institutions invited deliver 
lecture literature Lublin. After the discussion, the 
director, lively man with the manners host, offered 
cup coffee his office. the walls were huge 
posters illustrating Darwin’s theory evolution. at- 
tention was drawn photograph standing above book- 
shelf. The picture, rather old-fashioned, was group 
men and women arranged semi-circle—the first row 
sitting chairs, the second standing behind them and 
everyone dressed his Sunday best. When the director 
left the room for minute, moved closer read the in- 
scription below the photograph: “In memory our work 
together: 1947-1952.” Underneath were signatures. the 
row people seated the chairs noticed the smiling 
face the director and, his left, another equally fa- 
miliar face. faint, half-forgotten image came 
mind, and for second clearly saw the square front 
the Roman Hotel, pink twilight, the stony well next 
the doroshka stand and two people carrying worn 
suitcase. 


“Are you looking our Department?” the director, who 
had just come into the room, said smiling: “Quite har- 
monious team! They gave this photo souvenir. 
one our provincial customs.” 

spoke from behind stood looking the 
face his neighbor. Today could not recall its features 
—it was really rather common face, one many, but 
knew then that was the very same man with the turned 
nose and grey bags under his eyes who passed 
the square front the Roman Hotel when Lopacki 
drove from the station. “It seems know the 
man your left,” said. must have seen him some- 

“Ach, Twardowski,” said, disappointed. 
“He work with any 
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saw questioning look and mumbled: “An un- 
pleasant probably belonged that class solid 
clerks who not like reveal the personnel secrets the 
department strangers. could see that wanted 
change the subject badly, but refused take the hint. 
personal share the story gave feeling equal- 
ity. “Of course, Twardowski,” said, looking the photo. 


“Just minute, what was his first name? Adam, wasn’t 
it?” 


Bit bit began draw from him the details the 
event which, the director said, one was responsible 
for. Twardowski had been model employee. Seven years 
good behavior. The management was aware hi: 
qualities. was due for promotion. And then 
day suddenly got the idee fixe that his career was 
destroyed because spot his past. 

“You are thinking about the book?” interrupted. 

The director looked suspiciously. not think- 
ing anything.” tapped his finger the table. 
merely telling the facts.” 

explained that the book was about historic places 
Lublin Province. Before the war Twardowski had worked 
the Historical Department. was said have had 
scientific ambitions. The director described the book 
completely harmless, altogether hundred pages popu- 
lar stuff for youth. But was obvious what conditions pre- 
vailed the time—finding publisher for this sort thing. 
what did Twardowski do? dedicated his book— 
listen this—to Rydz-Smigly!* wrote his dedication 
this “man providence” half page and naturally got 
the immediate support the district. publisher was 
found. 

moved closer the bookshelf look once again the 
man the photo. sat straight and stiff, his face turned 
slightly towards the chief, his hands folded his knees. 
Again was unable associate his appearance with the 
voice from behind the wall the Roman Hotel. Future 
generations will know little they have judge from our 
appearance photos. 

The director walked and down the room. stopped 
now and then gazed back. Probably was 
uneasy about unexpected interest the affair. 
body must have reminded him about the book, 
you say?” 

the other said shortly. “But wasn’t I.” 

After while added, justify himself with re- 
spect fact which, had said, nobody could held 
responsible for. “Just imagine this: one day began 


Prewar Polish Marshal. 


Marketplace Sanok. Przeglad Artystyczny (Warsaw), May- 
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travel from one town another, taking this brochure 
his out the public libraries. pretended reading 
them but never gave them back. short, went 
stealing his own books. There were only few copies pub- 
lished. Some them were lost during the war and the 
ones that had been saved were mostly this area, Lublin 
Province. went from one place another, his wife 
following him. Simple kind woman. Completely ex- 
hausted this. Cried her eyes out. nearly drove her 
death. had save his reputation was finished.” 

“Who? Who was going finish him?” asked, looking 
into his eyes. 

The director looked for while and said dryly: 
see that you are quite interested all this?” 

had desire conceal for moment that the case 
interested more than could suspect. 

offered cigarette and went speaking from 
behind the smoke: had known about this 
and the dedication for some time. Yes,” nodded, smil- 
ing, “for some time. Three years ago had visit 
from local gossip, who works the Library 
Department. showed the book. and Kolacz 
from the personnel department. Yes and what? 
What was there done about it? The man was de- 
cent worker. wanted give him chance. Who could 
have foreseen it?” 

poured some coffee, thought about something for 
moment, and wrinkling his brow, said: “If there any- 
thing the story that makes you uneasy it’s difficult, 
believe me. myself have thought about lot. could 
have become frightened that. are not alike. And 
besides his family, turned out, was very petty bour- 
geois. Aunts full bigotry, brother-in-law—a former 


Peasant Party leader who fought against the Communists 
the 1948 elections. 


Finally, his wife couldn’t stand any longer. They caught 
him one day while was stealing one the booklets. 
Fear. Shame. She came see me, told everything.” 

fell silent for while. The director was probably 
decent man. After some time switched different sub- 
jects and exchanged opinions modern educational meth- 
ods. both agreed that child psychology the moment 
fear before punishment must replaced moral and 
social discipline. The director thought that fear all its 
forms spoils human being and that progress lies the 
liquidation the sources fear. man, after all?” 
pointed the illustrations the wall. “Man, dear 
sir, monkey that not afraid fire.” 

“What has happened him?” asked, when stopped 
for moment. 

“Eh,” waved his arm, “no use talking. tried per- 
suade him, make him stay the Department, but re- 
fused. was afraid people and asked for transfer. 
later worked the Chelm District but left even that 
the end. The man went all wrong inside. His wife 
takes care him now, have heard. She runs 
restaurant something like that. said, pointing 
the photo, decent man, would seem, buttoned 
his neck. And had the devil under his skin all the 
time. And maybe the devil responsible for this.” 

dropped the cigarette ash into the saucer and 
watched dissolve the spilled coffee. “There,” said. 
“There your whole story.” 


decided write even though, frankly speaking, 
would have preferred not have known anything about it. 
No, not contemporary story. And even such 
thing could happen today, must prevent from hap- 
pening again. that the future will give laugh 
two. 


Mutation 


The window the Soviet Book Shop Prague formerly exhibited large portraits 
the four Communist apostles: Stalin with the walrus moustache, Lenin with the 
Mephistopheles beard, Marx with the beaver and Engels with full beard. People 
immediately observed that the portraits were arranged “according the length 
the beard” and jokingly compared them “wrestlers carnival booth.” After 
Stalin’s death, only one portrait time was displayed, probably because the addi- 
tion clean-shaven Malenkov would have spoiled the effect. 
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Saga 
Persecution 


This the story Bulgarian farmer who es- 
caped the Free World the fall last year. His 
life over the past ten years reads like tale hor- 
ror. Given below condensed form, without com- 
ment adornment, tells again history enacted 
times without number behind the Iron Curtain. 


October 1944: The new Communist regime requisitions his 
herd 1500 sheep, idemnifying him the rate leva 
per kilo meat. 


January 1945: arrested the Communists and put 
the detention cell Plovdiv Provincial Police headquar- 
ters. The charge: refusing collaborate with Communist 
partisans fighting the old regime declining provide 
them with food supplies. Detention lasts until March 15, 
1945. 


May 1945: Receives word that rearrested 
decides escape Yugoslavia. Crosses the Yugoslav fron- 
tier. Finds conditions there better than his own coun- 
try and resolves escape Greece. joined three 
Yugoslavs who are also fed with the regime. 


June 1945: The four cross the border into Greece. or- 
der avoid complications, thinks, declares the 
Greek authorities that Yugoslav citizen. 


August 1946: Through the intervention Yugoslav con- 
sular authorities Greece, obliged return Yugo- 
slavia with other Yugoslav fugitives. They are handed 
over the Yugoslav border authorities Gevgeli. 

August 1946: placed police detention prison 

August 1947: After vear the prison, taken 
the Bulgarian border and handed over Bulgarian au- 
thorities. 

August 1947: taken the police detention prison 
Kiustendil where interrogated for days. 


September 1947: taken Sofia. Remains under ar- 
rest police station for days while his interrogation 
continues. 


October 1947: taken another police prison Sofia. 


November 1947: transferred the Sliven prison. 


December 1947: Transferred the old prison Yambol. 
Remains imprisoned there for three years, seven months 
which are spent solitary confinement. 


December 1950: Transferred the new prison the same 
town where spends another year and half. 


May 1952: transferred Belene slave labor camp. 
informed that will remain imprisoned there for 
seven years. (He has still had official trial; has not 
been legally convicted. 


September 1953: general pardon granted the major- 
ity nonconvict prisoners Belene and released. 
(The pardon, granted the September Communist an- 
niversary, line with the temporary slackening regime 
severity following Stalin’s death. 


September 1953: Returns his home town where im- 
mediately enters the hospital with pleurisy, condition 
brought the hardships life Belene. 


December 1953: Arrested security risk and detained 
for three days the Security Police jail Plovdiv while 
the general election being held. approached 
Security Police Chief with offer atone for his past 
sins becoming secret agent for the Security Police 
sent either Greece Yugoslavia for espionage. 
declines, pleading ill health and illiteracy. 


December 1953 September 1954: Remains without work. 
“reactionary,” not permitted identity card 
without which cannot obtain employment. Decides 
escape Greece with friends and begins make plans. 


September 1954: While trip learns that the police 
are going arrest him again result the discovery 
arms cache the region. abandons his plan 
with his friends Greece and makes arrangements 
escape immediately his own. 


September 1954: Crosses the border into Greece. 
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Developments 


Area 


Yugoslav-Satellite Relations 


The July Karlovacs speech Yugoslavia’s President 
Tito elicited quick and conciliatory Satellite reactions. 
Tito, after praising the improvement Yugoslav-Soviet 
relations (while carefully reiterating the admissions 
Yugoslav innocence exacted from the USSR), complained 
that: 


“We only regret that there are still men the East, 
certain our neighboring countries, who are not pleased 
with this normalization. They not dare speak openly, 
because for years they learned fear from Stalin and they 
think that even now they are not permitted speak. How- 
ever, they intrigue secret and will not admit what the 
Soviet leaders have told and, wherever they can, they 
are throwing monkey wrenches into the works 
own countries. They still jail people who favor friend- 
ship and cooperation with Yugoslavia, people who express 
their opinions freely and approve the 
Khrushchev and other Soviet leaders. They still arrest 
such men, and they still say that all this 
only maneouvre, since the Soviet Union ostensibly 
conducts such ingenious policy that she knows how 
deceive. There are such people, particularly Hungary. 
But believe that they will not enough harm 
prevent what desire and what the Soviet leaders de- 
clared here and are doing. believe that such people 
will not succeed stirring dissension and causing re- 
our countries deteriorate again. 

“And why are these people acting they do? Because 
they have great deal butter their heads have 
because they have arranged trials and 
sentenced innocent people death, because they have 
dragged our whole country into these trials theirs, 
the case Rajk and others. Czechoslovakia too there 
are those who find hard admit their own people 
that they have made mistakes, because the dead cannot 
brought back life. They lack the Communist courage 
admit their errors, admit that they have been wrong 
taking this path. They and other such people will have 
admit their past mistakes toward our country. There 
peril this situation] but does not represent 
danger which could really again worsen relations between 
their countries and ours. After the normalization our 
relations with the Soviet Union, after the visit the dele- 
gation top Soviet leaders, the peoples these countries 
have again begun breath and are happy that abnormal 
relations and hatred between our countries have come 
end. Since then has been clearer than ever that 
neither before nor since 1948 have the peoples these 
countries hated our country and our people, but that indi- 
vidual leaders wished poison our relations, and have 


taken arbitrary actions which cannot bring them honor 
but only disgrace. 

“We have great possibilities and good prospects for co- 
operation with these countries. The economic possibilities 
are such that they will great mutual benefit. can 
export them and they us. can also exchange cul- 
tural and other achievements. short, regardless what 

anyone the West thinks, are moving courageously step 

step the direction normalization and friendly rela- 
tions with all countries the East. And, likewise, 
peat once more, will not withdraw single step from 
our friendly relations with the Western countries.” 

July 

August Hungarian Premier Rakosi made speech 
which gave careful attention Yugoslav relations, 
without doubt prodded Tito’s singling out Hungarian 
leaders “particularly” culpable their intransigence. 
proffered adherence the normalization and improve- 
ment relations with Yugoslavia. stated, part: 

“We are particularly filled with joy and satisfaction 
and intend make all necessary efforts develop 
and deepen these relations. For us, the favorable turn that 
came about the relations between the USSR and Yugo- 
slavia great importance. This has also made possible 

improve and put friendlier basis Hungarian-Yugo- 

slav relations Hungarian workers have greeted 

unanimously, with sincere joy and cordiality, the friendly 
cooperation between the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.” 
Radio Budapest, August 

Rakosi continued this repetitive vein for some time, 
apparently evading Tito’s accusations lack enthusi- 
asm (by the top leadership, not for the rap- 
prochement. then stated that: 

“The provocations and hostile activities Gabor Peter, 
the former head the State security organization, and 
his gang, played great part creating this unfortunate 
situation and aggravating Hungarian-Yugoslav relations. 
these activities, deceived us, slandering the leaders 
the Yugoslav pecple, and thus caused great harm both 
countries. For their monstrous deeds, Gabor Peter and his 
accomplices have already been tried and sentenced the 
Hungarian courts. Now that all this clear us, shall 
all can see that relations between Hungary and 
Yugoslavia improve and become friendly.” 

This many regards the nub the matter for Rakosi 
and those others like him the Satellites who were most 
prominent and vocal the 1948 expulsion and subsequent 
vilification Tito. thus attempting cast all the blame 
Gabor Peter—safely jail since 1953—Rakosi clearly 
asking Tito let bygones by. 

Tito apparently unwilling permit this. in- 
teresting that has publicly doubted the Khrushchev- 
Bulganin attempt cast all blame for the USSR’s part 
the 1948 disruption Beria and his “henchmen.” 
interview with some Americans, Radio Belgrade, Aug- 
ust Tito stated: 


“The Soviet leaders admitted that there had been cer- 
tain men who had done injustice Yugoslavia, and that 
Beria had been the main one among them. think that 
Beria too should included among them, but Stalin was 
the main man.” 


or 

n- 
ne 
n- 
on 
ile 
ast 

ce 
Ty 
to 


However exacerbating sucn statements may Soviet 
Stalin-worshippers, they not impinge 
relations; Stalin dead, and Tito can deal 
with the present leaders “new men.” The case differ- 
ent with the Satellites. Rakosi, and other prominent fig- 
ures the are alive and power. The use 
Gabor Peter and other scapegoats may not suffice. 

There are other difficulties the way satisfactory 
Yugoslav-Satellite relations which are not relevant the 
USSR. The problem internal 
Communism” and “independent Socialist 
does not exist the USSR;; exists the Satellites, and 
particularly the two countries, Hungary and Czecho- 
slovakia, Tito chose attack. The USSR, therefore, 
can safely much further meeting Tito’s demands 
for recognition the possibility “differing paths 
Socialist development” than can the Satellites. 

The fact that the Hungarian and Czechoslovak press 
omitted the quoted passage Tito’s speech attacking 
certain “men the East” therefore significant, for 
indicative their desire give little publicity 
possible Tito’s specific political demands. addition, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia are currently engaged in- 
ternal struggles against “right deviation” and “Social 
Democratism” their respective attempts solve New 
Course problems. Under these circumstances, undue stress 
the permissibility the example would 
undoubtedly make the regime leaders’ tasks these coun- 
tries even more difficult. 


Economic Difficulties 


economic matters too the Satellites are subject 
opposed tensions dealing with the Yugoslav rapproche- 
ment. Before the 1948 disruption, Satellite-Yugoslav trade 
arrangements treated Yugoslavia source for raw ma- 
terials and market for manufactured goods, and this 
was one the Yugoslav complaints the time the 
break. apparent from recent Yugoslav statements 
that this still part the case, and that Soviet promises 
Yugoslav-Satellite trade basis equality have 
not been carried out. August Radio Belgrade, broad- 
casting Czech, stated that: 


“It noteworthy that while trade exchanges between 
Yugoslavia and the USSR are producing very good results, 
such results have been achieved regards economic 
relations with the other countries Eastern Europe. Thus 
Czechoslovakia almost completely suspended her purchases 
Yugoslavia about month and half ago. The explana- 
tion given that Czechoslovakia’s credit account 
low. The fact is, however, that roughly only percent 
this account actually being used. Yugoslav eco- 
nomic circles are the opinion that Czechoslovak enter- 
prises insist exporting fittings and finished goods 
Yugoslavia instead machinery and semi-finished goods 
which are what Yugoslavia’s industries need.” 


other words, the Satellites are now not per- 
mitted treat Yugoslavia colonial area. the other 
hand, internal economic difficulties within the Satellites, 


particularly Hungary and Czechoslovakia, make most 
difficult for them comply with the Yugoslav demands. 


the economic sphere well the political, the im- 
provement USSR-Yugoslav relations has been steady 
and untroubled, while the Satellites bear the burden 
profound contradictions within the situation. 


Cominform Attacked 


There have been indications that another the prices 
demanded Tito the USSR the dissolution the 
Cominform. Radio Zagreb, August quoting article 
Vlahovic Kommunist (Belgrade), stated that: 


the attempts revive the Comintern the 
Cominform showed how illogical and impossible was 
restore the old forms under present conditions. The crea- 
tion the Cominform once again confirmed that the 
present international situation, and the position which 
the workers’ movements various countries find them- 
selves, impossible and directly harmful create 
single center which would lead workers’ movements 
various countries.” 


Here again, easier for Moscow talk about satisfy- 
ing demands regard bloc relations than 
actually so. would create extreme difficulties, both 
for the USSR and for the present Satellite regimes, were 
the present Moscow-ruled Cominform structure dis- 
solved fact well name. the other hand, 
possible that under the pressure external events the 
present organization world Communist parties may 
subject modification. 


Czechoslovakia 
Agriculture 


There are indications that, connection with the recent 
increased emphasis collectivization (see NBIC, August 
1955, 50) the pressure against greatly 
intensified. Rude Pravo (Prague), August editorial, 
entitled “To Detect, Restrain and Suppress Kulaks,” stated 
that addition the “sabotage compulsory 
kulaks infiltrated and weakened collectives, and tried pre- 
vent the establishment new kolkhozes. demanded that 
expelled from existing kolkhozes, and prevent- 
from joining new ones. 

The article stated that: 


“Today, necessary look thoroughly for kulaks 
every village, unmask them exploiters, and expose them 
enemies the working people—such the task 
Communists. the kulaks own large farms, 
necessary see that they fulfill their production and 
delivery tasks. This the main duty members the 
national committees: insure proper cultivation and 
utilization the land owned kulaks. Theirs gener- 
ally the most fertile soil. National committees must bear 
mind the interests the people who demand that 
farming land provide maximum yield. cases where 
the kulak proves incorrigible saboteur, where 
either too old ill, and where there guarantee 
that would cultivate the land properly, national com- 
mittee members will not hesitate sell the kulak’s land 
and farm kolkhoz State farm. Such action 
dictated the interests the people. shall not 
help the enemy stand his feet.” 
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atching the Pot 


SATIRICAL piece Nowiny Rzeszowskie (Rzeszow, 
April 

the factory office, the day began usual. 
There was indication any difficulties all. Suddenly, 
man entered the office. The general manager recognized 
him the instructor the Provincial Branch Adminis- 
tration. 

cried the young visitor. 

“Hi,” answered the manager with notably less 

come,” said the instructor, “to check the [Social- 
ist] competition. How’s going 

“Quite well. the moment. The manager did 
not finish his sentence, because small man had entered 
the office. 

“Salute the work!” said the newcomer. come from 
the General Administration our Industry Branch. 
shall make little check-up.” sat down the man- 
ager’s chair and continued: “How did you organize the 
cooperation your enterprise with the General Branch 


The confiscation “kulak” land probably intended 
serve double purpose: threat force compliance 
with compulsory delivery quotas, and means increasing 
coliectivization despite peasant opposition. 

There have been complaints that the reactions the 
June Central Committee decisions speed collectivization 
have been unsatisfactory, and that Party 
ticularly have failed this regard. Rude Pravo, August 11, 
blamed “superficial Party work” for the fact that “After 
the June Central Committee meeting, fewer small and 
medium farmers joined kolkhozes the Brno region July 
than the preceeding months June and May.” de- 
manded that village Party organizations throw their weight 
behind the collectivization campaign, and 
“Factory [Party] organizations must also apply themselves 
the building kolkhozes their district, [and] induce 
some Communists enter agriculture permanently. 

The concept that Party duty join collectives has 
apparently failed capture the enthusiasm Party mem- 
bers. Rude Pravo, July 30, article entitled “Com- 
munists the complained that there 
are still instances individual Communists lacking zest for 
the implementation the Central Committee decision.” 


Harvest 


August 11, Radio Prague issued appeal the 
government for help harvesting. said that although 
there has been good crop this year, the “continuing un- 
favorable rains and unseasonable cold— 
has “endangered the progress harvesting 
The appeal was directed workers cities and the 
national committees, agricultural research 
organizations, “boys and girls, particularly members the 
Czechoslovak Youth League,” and “all citizens.” 


Administration and with the Vertical Technical Manage- 
ment our Industry Branch?” 

“Excellent!” For The manager did not 
finish his sentence, because new creature appeared the 
door. “You come inspect too?” the manager asked, his 
voice trembling. 

“Yes!” answered the man, introducing himself the in- 
structor the Provincial Council Trade Unions. 
very important matter brings here. haven't re- 
ceived your report propaganda for new work methods. 
must have the data immediately.” 

“Certainly. have new methods. For 

did not finish his sentence. His face grew pale the 
wall. new person appeared, young lady with brief 
case under her arm. 

“Good morning,” said the lady. come 
Central Council Trade Unions Warsaw check 


book-reading propaganda here. you please, take the 


questionnaire, you can finish time all.” 
The manager passed out. 


Conference Education 


conference “educational workers and teachers” was 
held August 3-4, “in order evaluate the present state 
education and discuss the tasks the near fu- 
according Rude Pravo (Prague), August 
Among the speakers was Minister Education Fran- 
tisek Kahuda, who complained about both students and 
teachers. The “unhealthy aspects the life some 
our young people,” which wanted eliminated, were 
“evening escapades, uncontrolled admittance school 
children dance and other parties, the use alcoholic 
beverages and premature smoking [results] bour- 
geois experience and foreign influences.” also com- 
plained that some teachers over-reacted the regime in- 
structions, given teachers’ conference May 1954, 
that political instruction should not unduly emphasized, 
that (as Zapotocky quoting Lenin had said), “politics 
should not beaten into the heads children.” Now, 
Kahuda said, “some teachers have gone the other ex- 
treme; they have become apolitical and have taught with- 
out reference concrete conditions.” the goals 
education, stated that practical purposes, all this 
adds the fact that the life youth has or- 
ganized both school and out it.” 

The major speech the conference was delivered 
First Secretary the Party Antonin Novotny. dis- 
cussed the Party resolution, published June, 
ing the need raise the level our general educational 
system.” (Radio Prague, August 4). The resolution called 
for “close contact with the problems production,” for 
raising the compulsory school age future aim,” 
and “for the gradual introduction general polytechnic 
education [trade schooling] for boys and girls.” stressed 
the need for increasing technical education because the 
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country “increasingly faced with the problem the 
development mechanization and automation industry, 
but agriculture.” 

Novotny aiso made much the role education 
“training new kind human individual.” denounced 
the theory “nonpartisanship” education, and stated 
that “We proclaim quite openly that the struggle for 
the new man, the struggle for new young generation, 
follow the principle partisanship.” 

Tying education the current increased agricultural 
collectivization campaign, Novotny gave the first the 
two duties the village teachers that raising 
dren love the new collective life the villages, adopt 
progressive views about agricultural production, 
love the soil the native land the new sense the 
word.” The other duty the village teacher “is help 
develop cultural life villages, and strive for cul- 
tural upsurge the countryside.” 


Nosek Dies 


The death Vaclav Nosek, aged 62, Minister Man- 
power and former member the Central Committee the 
Czechoslovak Party, was announced Radio Prague, 
July 22. Nosek had been member the CPCS since its 
formation, and leader the Communist group the war- 
time London government exile. was Minister the 
Interior the postwar National Front government and 
the subsequent Communist regime until 1953, when be- 
came Minister Manpower. 


Hungary 
Agriculture 


Agitation for collectivization continues. Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), July 25, stated that the total number kolk- 
hozes was then 4,550. The total was 4,500 the begin- 
ning the year, fell 4,437 March (Szabad Nep, 
March 15). and began rise again after the March Res- 
olution. August new members had 
joined kolkhozes, according Radio Budapest, August 

July 31, the promulgation revised by-laws for kolk- 
hozes was announced. The new regulations provide that 
kolkhoz member may not apply for permission leave 
the kolkhoz until three years after his admittance. There 
was time limit prescribed the previous by-laws. The 
new regulation will prevent such cases that reported 
Szabad Nep, August which kolkhoz dissolved almost 
immediately after was organized, result “kulak 
influence.” Resigning members will receive compensation 
for their land “when the agricultural season ends, and for 
this purpose only land not incorporated the main work 
area State reserve land can utilized; the appropriated 
land strips cannot broken up.” 

Another new clause the regulations provides that 
“The president, bookkeeper and chairman the super- 
visory committee kolkhoz may not closely related 
each other.” There has been great deal complaint 
kolkhoz members nepotism and collusion kolkhoz 
management. 


July 30, Radio Budapest announced decree pro- 
viding for various kinds State assistance collectives. 
“Such assistance and favors granted the State are 
given only those collectives whose farming compliance 
with the statutes.” The decree provides that all State 
organs must give preference collectives providing loans 
and agricultural help, and concluding livestock con- 
tracts, which had also previously been the case, but stresses 
that such preference must withdrawn from kolkhozes 
violating their statutes. 

Discussing collectivization article entitled “New 
July 31, stated that: 

every indication that after nearly two years 
stagnation our collective movement has this year once again 
resumed its healthy development. This change has not 
been gift fate, but due first and foremost the 
March Resolution the Central Committee, which 
brought self-confidence the collective membership. 
villages where collective agitation has gathered strength 
this year, people’s educators report that the enemy finds 

The failings kolkhoz organization which occurred 
during the “two years stagnation” have been great 
extent remedied, the article said. There are fewer 
members—those appearing only statistics without taking 
active part the these comprised two percent 
the total membership 1954, and less than that this year, 
opposed percent 1952. “On considerable pro- 
portion collectives order has ‘been restored the 
sphere labor, but the consolidation work discipline 
remains one the primary tasks.” The claim was also 
made that kolkhoz members’ incomes were 
forints higher 1954 than 1953, but the article com- 
plained that too many dependents kolkhoz members 
fail work the farms. addition, MTS are lagging 
behind plans, and “there are many complaints concerning 
the quality their work.” 


Harvest and Collection 
The harvest this year apparently satisfactory one, al- 
though Radio Budapest, July 30, mentioned harvest ful- 
fillment communique for one county which had been fal- 
sified. Regime attention now being focussed the col- 
lection campaign. Szabad Nep, July 23, stated: 

“This year’s crop will amply assure the country’s bread 
supplies. Our task now lies the precise and unfailing ful- 
fillment the produce collection plan. must strictly 
enforced. Last year did not realize the produce 
collection plan. The principal reason lay the 
fact that since rightist views had become rampant, civic 
discipline and discipline connection with the surrender 
crops became slack. Produce collection officials and 
workers the council apparatus failed demand from 
all working peasants delivery crops straight from the 
threshing machines. They did not call farmers with 

“The first experiences this year’s collections are very 
good. now, the start, the surrender obligations 
the negligent are raised ten percent, and they are 
called account the spot, there will obviously less 
need later bring similar measures into play.” 
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Grain-Sowing Compulsory 


Radio Budapest, July 23, announced new decree mak- 
ing compulsory for all farmers, independent and collec- 
tive, grow some grain. County district councils are 
instructed fix the district sowing plan August 


Industry 


There have been many reports industrial norms being 
raised individual factories, but there has been official 
announcement raise, and propaganda for higher norms 
has virtually ceased. now seems that the regime, probably 
result worker antagonism the beginning the 
drive (see NBIC, July 1955, 53), has decided dis- 
pense with official increase and quietly raising norms 
each industry and factory. 

Complaints about industrial waste and inefficiency still 
fill the press. Magyar Nemzet, July 31, stated that the ma- 
chine industry losing percent its steel pro- 
duction waste; some processes the waste high 
percent. also complained that Hungarian machine 
tools are often disadvantage the export market since 
frequently they are much heavier than comparable ma- 
chines from other countries, presumably because poor 
design and failure use light metals. 

The first and second quarterly Plan reports indicate that, 
although all “Socialist industry” overfulfilled the Plan 
five percent, the plans themselves were higher than 1954 
production, and production for the first half 1955 was 
about the same the comparable period 1954. 
1955 production supposed six percent higher than 
last year, increase percent over the first half the 
year must attained the second, according Szabad 
Nep, August 11. 


Poland 
Youth Festival 


The Fifth International Festival Youth and Students 
was held from July August Warsaw. The festi- 
val, sponsored the Communist-run World Federation 
Democratic Youth, was attended 30,000 delegates from 
more than 100 countries. 

The atmosphere engendered the posters, performances 
and speeches was that the Geneva peace offensive. Pre- 
mier Cyrankiewicz ended his opening-day speech with: 

“Young people all countries, unite the fight for 
peace and for better future for all mankind! Long live 
the Fifth World Youth Festival! Long live the youth 
all countries! Long live cooperation 
Long live peace and friendship!” 


The last cheer was repeated the speaker Russian, 
French, English, German and Spanish, Radio Warsaw, 
July 31, added. general, politics was de-emphasized, 
there were attacks “Western imperialism,’ and 
great deal attention was given and sports 
activities. However, the Executive Committee the 
WFDY, meeting during the festival, passed, among other 
resolutions, one calling for “the resumption friendly re- 
lations and cooperation with the People’s Union Yugo- 
slav Youth,” with which contact had been severed 1950. 


Warsaw Youth Festival 


DOR 


“In towns and villages Latin America, posters such this, full 
the festive spirit, are displayed youth.” The flags Western 
nations are displayed, along with those the Soviet bloc. 


Swiat (Warsaw), July 31, 1955 


Five-Year Agricultural Plan 


The Fourth Plenum the Central Committee 
was held July 14-15, and was devoted the discussion 
agricultural problems and the formulation five-year 
plan for agricultural development. The Plenum speeches 
and discussion were not published, contrary usual prac- 
tice, but two articles have far appeared Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw) presenting its decisions. appears that 
the recent increase attention agriculture will continue, 
and that marked collectivization drive projected. 

Trybuna Ludu, August stated that although Polish 
per capita industrial production “will 570-580 percent 
that the prewar period 1955,” agricultural produc- 
tion not exceed 140 percent comparison with that 
period,” period when Poland was “one the worst-fed 
was stated that the last ten years 
per capita consumption meat and animal fats increased 


nations Europe.” 
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percent over the prewar period, sugar consumption 
83.6 percent. 


“But cannot satisfied with this increase. 
know that many areas the country shortcomings 
the meat supply are evident. know that are im- 
porting considerable amounts grain for both bread and 
fodder. delayed harvests this year, for example, 
have caused difficulties the bread supply villages and 
small towns. Hence follows that want secure 
appreciable increase agricultural production the 
coming 


Compared prewar consumption, the stated goal 
double per capita meat consumption, increase milk and 
butter consumption percent and that sugar 
150 percent within the next five years. accomplish this, 
percent increase total agricultural production and 
percent increase livestock and milk production are 
projected. State farms are expected double their live- 
stock production and increase milk output 150 percent. 

The planned increases agricultural production are 
attained increase several hundred thousand 
hectares area sown grain, increase yield 
quintals per hectare, and improvement mechan- 
ization and techniques. other countries the orbit, 
more corn planted raise meat production. 

Agricultural investments were percent higher 1955 
than 1953, and during the next five years they will in- 
crease further percent. 1960 envisioned that 
three times much agricultural machinery will de- 
livered 1955, and the number tractors MTS 
and State farms doubled. The last six years have 
allegedly seen 100 percent increase fertilizer produc- 


tion, and further rise 70-80 percent scheduled 
1960. 


Independent Farmers 


The article made clear that, although agricultural 
collectivization the eventual goal, there im- 
mediate stress placed upon ipcreasing the number kolk- 
hozes, and that independent farmers, even “kulaks,” are 


“The collective movement continues develop our 
country and continues attain new successes. The collec- 
tive movement the future the Polish village. Our 
Party struggles unswervingly for the development col- 
lectivization. the same time, individual econ- 
omy exists our country and the present moment 
embraces overwhelming majority peasant house- 
holds, above all economy small and middle farmers. 
the next five years the individual economy will con- 
tinue constitute appreciable majority peasant 
farms. Without the increase production individual 
farms impossible talk about increase total 
production. That why our Party struggles in- 
crease the care shown individual peasant farms and 
secure conditions favoring the increase productivity 
these farms.” 


The Plenum put stress improving the quality ex- 
isting kolkhozes attract independent farmers “in close 


observance the principle free and spoke 
eventual majority peasants collectives. But there 
was not, recently Hungary and Czechoslovakia, any 
specific timetable. 

further discussion the Plenum Trybuna Ludu, 
August scolded Communist activists who deviate the 
left right agricultural policy. “Left deviation” con- 
sists undervaluing the independent farmer, treating 
middle peasants “kulaks” and neglecting 
legality” the struggle limit “kulak excesses.” “Right 
deviation” consists “denying that collectivization the 
way development the Polish countryside.” 

The articles revealed that there are now 10,000 collec- 
tives with 200,000 families and about 1,800,000 hectares 
agricultural land. Only about percent the peasants he- 
long collectives. 


Grain Shortage 


The “difficulties the bread mentioned above 
have apparently caused considerable dissatisfaction. Radio 
Warsaw, August 14, attempted answer “letters asking for 
explanation the bread shortage many localities.” 
gave number explanations, including poor weather; 
late harvest this year; “additional demand for grain”; 
speculators who “bought grain and stored for the 
final stage the scarcity causing the price 
grain rise “400 zlotys, and some places 500 zlotys,” 
per quintal (the average price 1953 was 200, 1954, 
300 and “lack internal discipline the part 
buyers.” 

One letter asked why was that “Sanacja” (prewar) 
Poland there was never bread shortage. one 
wanted buy bread, even Sunday, the shopkeeper 
would open his shop and sell bread; grain was also export- 
ed, while now have import it,” the letter stated. The 
answer given was that prewar Poland there were “mil- 
lions hungry people” who could not afford buy bread, 
and that imports are now necessary because consumption 
has risen. The broadcast assured its listeners that conditions 
would improve everyone joined the effort imple- 
ment the five-year agricultural plan. 


Palace Science and Culture 


July 21, the eve the anniversary Poland’s 
eration” the Soviet Union, the 600-foot Stalin Palace 
Science and Culture the center Warsaw was form- 
ally handed over Poland. This towering, ugly structure 
had been built “by the efforts and means the Soviet 
Union—the gift the Soviet people the brotherly Polish 
nation,” according Radio Warsaw, July 21. 

large delegation Soviet officials attended the pres- 
entation ceremonies, led CPSU Central Committee 
Secretary Mikhail Suslov. number figures, Soviet and 
Polish, offered speeches containing the usual mixture 
praise for the accomplishments Communism 
monitions for improvements lagging sectors. Several 
speakers made emphatic references the value 
manence the Oder-Neisse frontier. 
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Polish Pied Piper 


The following the verbatim text feuilleton titled Element 
and printed Polish provincial newspaper, Nowiny Rzeszowskie (Rzeszow), April 2/3 
1955. Although another example Communist criticism and self-criticism, also 
interesting revelation the regime’s difficulty with youth and their recruitment for farm 
labor, well indictment State farm conditions and management. 


the train approaches the station. Seeing smil- 
ing faces the train’s windows, the manager the PGR 
farm] signals Wojciech, old concertina player. 
‘Hey, Wojciech!’ shouts, ‘play! but that the earth 
trembles.’ 

“The old man attaches pedal his old-fashioned con- 
certina, opens out the instrument, comically wiggling his 
mustache, and begins squeeze squeaking sounds out 
the concertina. 

the manager welcomes the young Pioneers 
youth group] with bread and salt. The boys 
and girls are little shy first, but soon they enter 
the farm’s gate, they begin sing along with the concer- 
tina player. 

“It late and the Pioneers sleep. Meantime the 
manager asks the old concertina player come and see 
him and they both hold council, after which the old 
man cleans and prepares his instrument all night. 

“Next day the Pioneers complain that their lodgings 
were good. 

should that worry you?’ the manager shouts and 
winks the concertina player. Wojciech opens his instru- 
ment and begins wiggle his mustache. The Pioneers 
laugh and away. After while, however, they return 
and complain that the food has been burned. The man- 
ager immediately sends the old man the dining room 
and his playing charms the Pioneers that they finish 
their dinner, laughing. 


Bulgaria 


Fatherland Front 


The Fatherland Front has absorbed the Union Bul- 
garian-Soviet Associations, according Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), July 11, because “the strengthening and de- 
velopment Bulgarian-Soviet friendship” much the 
preoccupation the larger Front and the whole nation 
has been the Associations, was stated. work 
the Union Bulgarian-Soviet Associations, which played 
very important part the development Bulgarian- 
Soviet friendship, may—and must—be much more success- 


“For all complaints and objections the manager now 
has wonderful medicine the form Wojciech. The 
old man must constantly play lively tunes and although his 
hands have become numb from playing, doesn’t like 
give in. The Pioneers, either out pity for him 
charmed his playing, not complain about anything 
his presence. 

some time the concertina player begins neglect 
his duties. leaves the manager whom should always 
have accompanied his hard work. And one day, having 
Wojciech next him, the manager forced hide 
himself from the Pioneers behind the stove. 

the concertina player disappears entirely. 
has been absent for two days and the manager, who 
the interim has hidden himself the office [and locked 
the door], sends people out with orders find Wojciech. 
The following day exhausted stable boy reports the 
manager and says: ‘Wojciech will not come here any 
longer. has sided with the Pioneers. sits with them 
and learning play instrument, accordion, 
whatever called.’ 

what did with the old concertina?’ 

threw away, together with the pedal. the 
attic.’ 

desperation, the manager hides his face his hands. 

will manage those Pioneers now?’ cries. 
And adds, ‘But shall keep Wojciech mind, doubt 
about that. has spoiled such wonderful propaganda 


fully fulfilled the Fatherland Front.” There were ap- 
proximately 1,700,000 members the Bulgarian-Soviet 
Associations, all whom studied Russian. 


Romania 


French Trade Resumed 


August Radio Bucharest stated that Romania had 
released the five French citizens whose detention had caused 
France suspend the mutual trade agreement (see NBIC, 
August 1955, 55). was announced the same time 
that France had revoked the suspension. 
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“Let’s look him tearing down the street 
work the morning. Like real hero, 
fooling. But the clock shows half-past seven 
and he’s late again.” 


“Once arrived, spends least 
hour two hunting for his tools, 
which left under his neighbors’ 
workbenches under the lathe, until 
finally collects them all.” 


“He can hardly expected ‘sur- 
pass’ his quota when worn out 
much work further works 
the sports section the newspaper.” 


Saga 


The page cartoons presented here originally appeared with the 
accompanying text the Romanian paper Scinteia Tineretului 
(Bucharest), January 16, 1955. tells the story Georgica Pierde- 
Vara, “Sluggo,” and another piece Communist propaganda 
for better work discipline, improved quality and reduction rejects 
production. The text begins: voluntary correspondent, 
informs that Mr. and the Bucharest Bicycle Manufacturing 
Company wastes great deal production time. Prologue: Let 
present our hero (but shall not insist). holds UTM [Union 
Young Workers] card. young, healthy, and not bad looking 
either. the occasions plenums, wants speak, makes lot 
fuss, but well, there but, else his pals wouldn’t call him 
article ends with the following Epilogue: tell 
you now why wrote these lines. criticism was sharp, was 
because have met too many ‘Sluggos’ who waste their time and who, 
each plenum, declaim without the least feeling foolish: ‘Why 
yes, shall help bring production costs down.’ 


“Exhausted such efforts, takes “At suddenly remembers 


hour break during which ‘only’ 
smokes cigarette hurry and 


chats ‘for only moment’ with whom- 


ever will listen him.” 


“The arrow the graph goes up, the 
lathe turns like mad, there are only 
three hours work left. Three hours! 
must ‘shock’ work.” 


that his heart not made iron and 
that it’s time for exchanging sweet 
words, goes see his sweet- 
heart another workshop.” 


“Why does our hero look gloomy 
and dejected? After turning out 
many finished parts, how can they all 
rejected?” 


ukhanov (Oxford: $10.00). This extra- 
work, the only eye-witness ac- 
the entire period the Russian 
revolution, here presented for the first 
English, condensed from the orig- 
seven volumes. Written 1921, 
three-and-a-half years after the 
rather than formal history, replete 
ith anecdotal asides, comments the 
and behavior men like 
and Lenin, and the highly indi- 
reactions Sukhanov himself. 
author’s friendship with Kerensky 
and Gorky, his acquaintance with many 
the revolutionary élite and 
concern with politics placed him 
the center events, and frequently 
made him actual participant. That 
belonged party and was nature 
sceptic and political maverick put him 
cord. the vacuum which resulted after 
the collapse Tsarism, the left wing 
though actually control the 
government, refused recognize their 
position because the Marxist theory 
that the proletariat was incapable con- 
structing Socialist state without in- 
termediate bourgeois-capitalist economy 
obliterate the feudal heritage Tsar- 
ism and establish 
hase. The excitement and intimacy with 
which Sukhanoy describes these revolu- 
tionary events give them new life and 
perspective. Maps and index. 


There Asia, Dwight Cooke 
(Doubleday: $4.00). Mr. Cooke there 
“Asia” because Asian nations differ 
vastly from each other history, culture, 
orientation and development. Each 
munist stability with different methods.” 
decries American habits thinking 
“the Far East” “Southeast Asia” 
entity, points out differences back- 
and suggests approaches these 
Although feels must ex- 
ploit the technical aid which our forte, 
must also prove that are for peace 
making common cause “with every 
eutral every kind friendship pact 
demonstrate 
‘as never have” that are against 
help each Asian nation 
reedom and “prove our own acts that 
are equal.” 


Recent and Related 


The Political Economy American 
Foreign Policy, William chair- 
man (Holt: $6.00). report divided 
into two sections—diagnosis and prescrip- 
tion—a group eminent economists and 
scholars sponsored the Woodrow Wil- 
son Foundation and the National Plan- 
ning Association discuss the problems 
contemporary economic policy 
gest possible approaches their resolu- 
tion. The authors feel that foreign eco- 
nomic policy cannot discussed inde- 
pendently from general 
and therefore the United States must ac- 
cept the necessity foregoing “certain 
short-term direct economic advantages” 
order achieve more stable and 
workable long-range international 
rangement. The greatest obstacle such 
action insistence viewing contempo- 
rary economic problems terms 19th 
century, laissez-faire solutions, impossible 
with the increasing nationalization 
world economy and growing government 
intervention the economic processes. 
The solution proffered “deliberate co- 
ordination national economic 
either through national supra-national 
authorities, “reasonably homogeneous 
groups countries” having 
“positive sense moral and historical 
community.” Index. 


Part Our Time: Some Monuments 
and Ruins the Thirties, Murray 
Kempton (Simon and Schuster: $4.00). 
The New York Post columnist, form 
particularly suited his intense style, 
here sets down his impressions the 
lives group people which him 
represent “the myth the thirties”; its 
confusions, its evils and its good, 
effort discover the realities its base. 
“This book about believers and what 
the consequences belief were for them.” 
also book about what the con- 
sequences their belief were for the 
country which they lived. With under- 
standing and compassion Mr. Kempton 
describes the impotence and final insig- 
nificance the radicals and Communists 
—the dedicated few—their frus- 
tration and destruction, and the workings 
fate and character which led some, 
like the Reuther brothers, along path 
whose “end has been with reality, 
their lives have been with reality.” The 
heritage the myth the thirties “is 
not only ruins; left its monuments, too.” 


Lenin and His Rivals, Donald 
Treadgold (Praeger: That their 
uncertainty method and rigidity 
theory led the destruction Lenin’s 
rivals the intelligentsia and the con- 
Russia. is the thesis of Mr. Treadgold’s 
detailed study the decade preceding 
the abortive revolution Theit 
the factional squabbles the left. 
1917 became uneasy awareness 
the necessity collaborating with the 
Bolsheviks. and conviction that 
such collaboration was desirable. the 
author the lesson 1905, not learned 
was that “liberalism Russia de- 
pended for its survival less the unity 
the opposition parties than its re- 
sponsiveness the needs the people.” 
was Lenin’s triumph that alone had 
sufficient flexibility accede the land 
reform demands the people order 
achieve his aims. His pattern ac- 
tion, evolved 1905 and successfully em- 
ployed 1917, became the model for 
throughout 
prising that the liberals and so- 
cialists other nations have been 
slow study and learn the lesson 
the fate Lenin’s rivals 1905, 
and appendix and index. 


Soviet Taxation: The Fiscal and Mone- 
tary Problems Planned Economy, 
Franklyn Holzman (Harvard: $6.50). 
This analytic survey the 
development the Soviet tax system 
through 1953 makes valuable contri- 
bution Western studies the Soviet 
economy. provides the first systematic 
coverage the subject, together with 
careful treatment Soviet statistics and 
penetrating analysis. par- 
ticular interest Professor Holzman’s 
pioneering discussion the effectiveness 
and rationale behind Soviet taxation 
measured against criteria good tax 
vision incentives work. equitable 
distribution tax burden and 
allocation economic resources), Among 
his conclusions the novel. though can- 
didly tentative finding that the enormous 
Soviet tax burden since 
1948, been fairly equitably distributed 
among Soviet citizens according their 
income. Appendices, footnotes and index. 
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